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OXIDE OF IRON 
SPENT OXIDE 


Gas PuRIFICATION 


AND 


GHEMICAL Co., Ltd. 
PALMERSTON HOUSE, LONDON, E.C.2. 


Telegrams: *‘ PURIFICATION, LONDON.” 
Telephone; 9144 Lonpon WALL, 




























LONDON, 


All Types for ACID, &c. 
CAST-IRON OR STEEL TANKS 


Any Capacity. 
CHEMICAL PLANT. 


Compressors. 


ee MIXERS. 
oe TAR STILLS AND 
CONDENSERS. 
& W.NEILL & SON,Lo. 


Engineers, Iron & Brass Founders, 
ST. HELENS JUNCTION, 
Telegrams : * Neri, St, HeLens.’ seicynone No, 2v. 
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Buysn Aq 83809 





[77TH Year. Price Is. 








Ask Berk to Quote 





Sulphuric Acid 


made from Spent Oxide, for 


Sulphate Making 





1 FENCHURCH AVENUE LONDON EC 4 


WORKS AT -STRATFORD.£ & MORRISTON. GLAM 





Tel bh 








TORBAY 
PAINT 


FOR ALL PURPOSES. 





The TORBAY PAINT CO., 
26/28, Billiter St., LONDON, E.C. 
51, Old Hall St., LIVERPOOL. 









BLUEBELL’ 


SILICA RETORTS 


(95°/, SILICA) 





John G. Stein & Co., Ltd., 


Castlecary, SCOTLAND. 














W. & B. 






COWAN 


(Incorporated in Parkinson and W. & B. Cowan, Ltd.), 


LONDON. MANCHESTER. EDINBURGH. CLASCOW. 
SYDNEY. MELBOURNE. BRISBANE. WELLINGTON, W.Z. 
(See Advertisement on p. Ill. of Wrapper.) 


Telegrams: 
“ GASIFICATION, 
Sowest, LONDON.” 


WALTER MOORE & SONS, 


GAS COAL & COKE 
CONTRACTORS, 


72, VICTORIA STREET, 
LONDON, S.W. 1. 


8966 VICTORIA. 
8967 Do. 





JAMES McKELVIE & CO, 


Coal Owners, 
Gas and Steam Coal Contractors, 
17, RUTLAND SQUARE, EDINBURGH. 





ASTOR HOUSE, ALDWYCH, LONDON, W.C.2. 


GUILDHALL CHAMBERS, SANDHILL, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


4, CHAPEL STREET, LIVERPOOL. 








ESTABLISHED 1840. 











STEWARTS anb LLOYDS, Limitep, 


TUBES & FITTINGS for eral 






OSWALD STREET, 
bROAD STREET 
CHAMBERS, 


Steam, 


GLALGOW. 
BIRMINGHAM. 


Water, &c. 





LIMITED, 


MANCHESTER. 





LONDON OFFICE: 
CONNAUGHT MANSIONS. 
34, Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 









See Illustrated Advertisement, 
Centre p. Vil. 
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OXIDE OF IRON. 


FOR SALE OUTRIGHT, OR ON LOAN. 


SPENT OXIDE 


PURCHASED IN ANY DISTRICT. 


GAS PURIFICATION & CHEMICAL CO., LTD., 
PALMERSTON HovseE, 


O.Lp Broap Street, Lonpon, E.C.2. 


“TOLCANIC” FIRE CEMENT. 
Resists 4500° Fahr. Best for Gas-Works. 
ANDREW SrerHenson, Gresham House, Old Broad 
Street, Lonpon, E.C. “ Volcanism, London.” 


ULPHATE OF AMMONIA 
SATURATORS and ¢«ll LEAD and TIMBER 
WORK in connection with Sulphate Plants. 


We Guarantee promptness with efficiency for Re- 
pairs, 


Josern 'T'ayLor (Saturators), Lrp., Chemical Plant 
Engineers, Blackhorse Street Mills, Bouron, 


Tel grams Telephone 848. 


J E. C. LORD (Manchester), Ltd., 


Ship Canal Tar Works, Weaste, Manchester. 
Pitch, Creosote, Benzols, Toluol, Naphtha, Pyridine, 
all kinds of Cresylic Acid, Carbolic Acid, «ce. 


** SaTURATORS, BoLton,”’ 


MEWBURN, ELLIS, & CO., 


HARTERED PATENT AGENTS AND 
TRADE MARK AGENTS, 
70 & 72, Chancery Lane, London, W.C. 2. 
Telegrams: ‘“ Patent, London.”’ Phone 243 Holborn. 
And 3, St. Nicholas Buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyre. 


(GB0RGE WILSON GAS METERS, Ltd. 
for 
GAS-METERS, ORDINARIES, SLOTS, AND 
REPAIRS. 
Foleshill Road, Coventry. 
Telephone: 596. Telegrams: ‘‘ GasmerTer,”’ 
and at 268, Stockport Road, MANCHESTER. 

Telephone: RusHotme 976. Telegrams: ‘“‘ GASMETER,” 

and 46 & 47, Auckland Street, Lonpon, S.E. 11. 
Telephone: Hor 647. ‘Telegrams: ‘‘ Gaseous Lams.” 











SPENCER’S Patent Inclined HURDLE GRIDS. 





HE very best Patent Grids for Holding 


Oxide Lightly. 
See Illustrated Advertisement, Jan. 14, p. 100. 


WEIGHBRIDGES 
OR Motor Lorries and Railway 


Traffic can be seen erected at our works READY 
FOR DELIVERY. Inspection by your Engineer in- 
vited and a test by your Local Inspector of Weights and 
Measures before delivery. Every machine a High- 
Class Engineering Product and fully guaranteed. 
CHARLES ROSS, LIMITED, 
SHEFFIELD. 


SULPHURIC ACID. 
GQ PECIALLY prepared for the manu- 


facture of SULPHATE OF AMMONIA. 
SPENCER CHAPMAN & MESSEL, LTD., 
with which is amalgamated Wm. Pearce & Sons, Lrp., 
36, Mark Lane, Lonpvon, E.C. Works—SiLverRTowN. 
Telegrams—* Hyprocu.toric, Fen, Lonpon.” 
Telephone—Royat 1166, 


FL UTCHINson BROTHERS, Ltd., 


Fatcon Works, BARNSLEY, 





MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS METERS (Ordinary and Slot). 





“FALCON” INVERTED LAMPS, 
SQUARE STREET LANTERNS, 

SUPERHEATER BURNERS, and 
CONVERSION SETS for Street Lanterns, 


_ §ULPHURIC ACID. 
OHN RILEY & SONS, Limited, Chemi- 


cal Manufacturers, Hapton, near Burnley, are 
MAKERS of Special SULPHURIC ACID (‘ Eagle” 
Brand), for Sulphate of Ammonia Making. Highest 
percentage of Sulphate of Ammonia obtained from the 
use of this Vitriol, which has now been used for up- 
wards of 60 years. Reference given to Gas Companies, 





ATENTS and Trademarks. Inven- 
tors’ Advice, Handbook and Cons. free. B. T. 

ING (Regd. Patent Agent, G.B., Canada and U.S.A.), 
1464, QUEEN VictoRIA STREET, LONDON. 38 years’ refs. 
*Phone 682 Cent. 








J & J. BRADDOCK (Branch of Meters 
® Limited), Globe Meter Works, OLpHAM, and 
45 & 47, Westminster Bridge Road, Lonpon, 8.E. 1. 


WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, PREPAYMENT 
METERS, STATION METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


REPAIRS RECEIVE PROMPT ATTENTION. 
Te'ephones: 815, Oldham, and 2412 Hop, London. 


Telegrams— 7 
‘“‘Brappock, OLDHAM,” and‘‘METRIQUE, Lams, LONDON. 


HE BRITISH GAS PURIFYING 


MATERIALS CO., LTD., 
99, Lonpon Roap, LEICESTER. 





Solicit enquiries for :— 

NATURAL BRITISH PURIFYING MATERIAL, 
NATURAL HYDRATED OXIDE OF IRON, 
BEST QUALITY DUTCH BOG ORE, 
BEST QUALITY BELGIAN BOG ORE, 
‘PREPARED” AND “ UNPREPARED” 
ARTIFICIAL OXIDES, 


SPENT OXIDE PURCHASED. 


Telegrams 
* BripurMAT, LEICESTER.” 


Telephone : 
LEICESTER 5096, 


ENQUIRIES SOLICITED. 
OR Gas Works Plant of Every De- 


scription ; also SULPHATE OF AMMONIA ané 
SULPHUR RECOVERY PLANTS. 
Cc. & W. WALKER, LIMITED, 
DONNINGTON, NEWPORT, SALOP. 


“LUX” PURIFYING MATERIAL. 








THE PREMIER MATERIAL FOR GAS 
PURIFICATION. 


HOS. DUXBURY AND CO. 
SoLe AGENTS FOR 
ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, IRELAND, WALES anp 
tHE COLONIES (except Canapa),. 


16, DEANSGATE, 
MANCHESTER. 


Telegrams 
Darwinian, Manchester. 
Tel. Nos. : 3268-9 City. 


PaLAcE CHAMBERS, 
WESTMINSTER, 8.W.1. 
Telegrams: 


“ Darwinian, Parl, London." 
Tel. No.: 6273 Victoria. 





APPOINTMENTS, &c., VACANT. 





Wun Filling Vacancies, please 
REMEMBER THE CLAIM OF THE 
EX-SERVICE MAN, who, other Qualifications being 
equal, HAS THE FIRST CALL ON YOUR CON- 
SIDERATION, 


HOROUGHLY Competent Assistant 
ENGINEER and MANAGER required by a 
200 Million Gas Undertaking in Yorkshire. Salary, 
£300 per Annum, 
Applications stating Qualifications, Age, present 
Position, and Details of Experience, with Copies of Two 
Testimonials, to No. 7523, ‘*Gas Journa.”’ 11, Bott 
Court, FLeet Street, EC. 4. 








SSISTANT Chemist required for Fuel 
Laboratory. Experience of Coal Carbonization 
essential. Knowledge of German a recommendation. 

Reply, stating Age, Salary, Experience, and Refer- 
ences, to No, 7521, ‘Gas JournnaL,”’ 11, Bott Court, 
FLEET STREET, E.C, 4, 


OXIDE OF IRON. 


SPENT OXIDE BOUGHT. 


ALE & CHURCH, LTD., 


33, St. Mary at Hixx, Lonpon, E.C. 3, 
Phone: Royal 1484. 


“TORTO” FIRE CEMENT. 
ALE & CHURCH, LTD., 


83, St. Mary at Hixz, Lonpon, E.C. 3, 
Phone: Royal 1484. 
“KLEENOFF,” THE COOKER CLEANSER. 


Tins for Sale to Consumers, 
In Bulk for Works Use. 


(See “ The Gas Salesman,” p. 24) 


ALE & CHURCH, LTD., 
33, St. Mary at Hitt, Lonpon, #.C. 3, 
Phone: Royal 1484, 





PLANT, &c., FOR SALE & WANTED. 





GAS PLANT IN STOCK. . 
URIFIERS.—Dry lutes, 10 ft. sq. 


and 10 ft. by 8 ft. Also 8 ft. sq. and 10 ft. by 84 fc. 
Condensers.—6 in. and 8 in. Vertical Pipe Con- 
densers. Also Patent Baffle Plate Condensers. 
Livesey Washer.—8 in. Connections. 
Tower Scrubbers.—5 by 30, 44 by 86, 44 by 18, 
4 by 12, 8 by 12. 
Exhausters.—2000 to 50,000 c.ft. per hour cap. 
Station Meters.—4 in., 6in. and 8 in. Connec- 
tions. Also 100 lt. and 200 It- 
Station Governors.—4 in., 5in. and Gin. Re- 
cently overhauled. Cheap for quick sale. 
Gasholder and Steel Tank.—10,000 capaci:;. 
Also in stock PUMPS, TANKS, VALVES, CAST- 
IRON PIPES, TUBING, &c, 
Send us your inquiries, 


Firth Blakeley, Sons, & Co., Ltd., 
Cuurce-Fenton, via LEEps, 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF BIRKENHEAD. 


(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


ENDERS are invited for Obsolete 
and DISUSED PLANT at the Gas-Works, 
Thomas Street, Birkenhead. 
The plant offered includes CONDENSERS, TAR 
SCRUBBERS, WASHERS, VALVES, SPECIALS, &c. 
Full details may be obtained, and the Plant in- 
spected, on Application to the Gas Engineer, Gas- 
Works, Thomas Street, Birkenhead. 
Tenders to be sent in to me by March 1, 1925, 


W. TAME, 
Town Clerk. 
Town Hall, 
Birkenhead, 
Jan. 26, 1925. 





OR SALE.—Large Quantity of 16 in. 
Circular MOUTHPIECES, with Eccentric 
Levers, Suitable for Beds of Eight, 6 in. Diameter 
ASCENSION PIPES. Bridge Pipes and Hydraulic 
Mains. One 10-in. GOVERNOR, with Inlet, Outlet, 
and By-Pass Valve. Low Prices to clear. 
Can be Inspected on Application to the ResipENT 
ENGINEER, GAs-WorKS, MARINE PARADE, SOUTHAMPTON. 





OR SALE— 
Complete Sets of RETORT BENCH IRON- 
WORK. 
Bates AND 

LEICESTER. 


TEAM-BOILERS For Sale—All Sizes, 


Vertical, Loco-type, Cornish, Portable, and Other 
ypes of Boilers. . 


Apply — ; 
GRANTHAM BoiLeER & CRANK Co., Lrp., GRANTHAM. 


Sons, Wicston Lane, AYLESTONE, 








OR SALE — 10,000 feet of 8-in. 
WELDLESS STEEL SPIGOT and SOCKET 
PIPING, Lengths 16-18 Feet, Never Laid, Coated, im- 
mediate Delivery. Also 3500 feet of 8-in. ditto, Coated 
and Wrapped. Suitable for Main. Low Price to clear. 
GrorGE CoHEN, Sons, & Co., Lrp., 600, ComMERCIAL 
Roap, Lonpon, E. 14. 





APPOINTMENTS, &o., WANTED. 





ADY, Trained and Experienced, de- 
sires Position as DEMONSTRATOR with Gas 
Company. Would consider a part time Post. Ex- 
cellent References and Testimonials. 
Address No. 7520, ‘‘ Gas JournaL,” 11, Bout Court, 
Fueet Street, E.C, 4. 


XPERIENCED Lecturer and Demon- 
STRATOR in Cooking by Gas can give Local 
emonstrations for Gas Undertakings. 
Gas Engineers should apply now for vacant dates to 
Miss H. H. Tuxrorp, M.C.A., “* SourHBoURNE,” BoTTgEs- 
ForD, Norts, 








2 ,’ 
ENTLEMAN, having 13 years 
unique Experience in Administration and Policy 
of Extensive Gas Undertaking (London), offers Services 
to similar Branch of the Industry. Special knowledge 
of Buying; would justify Position as Stores Buyer. 
Investigation invited. 
Address No. 7522, ‘‘ Gas Journat,” 11, Bout Court, 
FLeet STREET, E,C, 4. 








CONTRACTS OPEN. 


BOROUGH OF DARWEN. 
TENDER FOR THE SUPPLY OF OXIDE OF 
IRON. 





HE Gas Committee of the above 

Corporation are prepared to receive TENDERS 

for the Supply of 250 Tons of OXIDE of IRON, Delivered 

ai their Siding, for Gas Purification purposes at their 
Works. 

All Particulars may be obtained from Mr. A. H. 
Smith, Gas Engineer, to whom all Samples are to be 
sent, 

Sealed Tenders, endorsed ‘* Oxide,” to be Delivered 
to the undersigned not later than Saturday, the 2lst of 
February, 1925. : 

The lowest or any Tender will not necessarily be 
accepted. 

By order, 
Harry RotHwWELL, 
Town Clerk. 

Town Clerk’s Office, 

Jan, 29, 1925, 
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Recent Journal Publications 








‘* JOURNAL” 
DIARY and 
GAS CALENDAR. 


Size: 7" x 43" 











148 GAS CALENDAR FOR 1925 [ 
Therm, Thermal Efficiency, and Costs. 
Dehimatior A ther 100,000 British Therma! U nits 
ae ee 
Therm. | 
Pe | 
1 ton t : «= 2 5 Og ov 
- a cak . . 7 ¢ on | 
he < ’ 0 0 160 | 
LSemeemter = »« « + +) @ae 0 0 94 
“—Saemeieeii  . ote - - | 19,000) » 0 eT 
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i 10 
+e 
“is 64 
ee 


Limp Cover, rounded corners, gilt lettered. 


Price: 7/6 post free. 





GAS SALESMAN’S 
DIARY and 
HANDBOOK. 


Size: 8" x 534" 








172 


Gas Compared with Electricity for troning. 
it Od) per therm 


ectricity at 3d. per unit 
4 ¢ ft. per hour Flectric-iron—350 watts per hour « 
0° 19d 0°7d 


Gas Compared with other Fuels for Power Purposes. 


Coal at 45s. per ton 





Oil at 4s. per gallon 

Water at 9)d_ per 1000 gallons 
Fuel oil at Is. 4d. per gallon 
———— 


“therm, 


siting 
he, 





Limp Cover, rounded corners, gill lettered 


Price : 3/6 post free. 





Transactions 
ASSOCIATIONS of 
GAS ENGINEERS and 
MANAGERS. 


Size: 82" x 63" 





NORTH OF ENGLAND ASSOCIATION 131 
compartments, with a driving engine in the centre, requires ad 
justment of the centre shaft, which has been found to be out of 
alignment to the extent of 1 in. in its total length of 30 ft. 10 in 

= The steam engine for operating this washer is fixed at right angle 
to the centre shaft, and the speed reduction is brought about by 
worm gear. This I propose to replace with helical gearing, to 
obviate the trouble we have experienced with the thrust bearing. 





4 
f 
i 
{ 
3 §> 





This volume is- uniform with the old series. 


Price: 10/6 post free. 





WALTER KING, Ltd., “‘GAS JOURNAL” Offices, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet St., London, E.C.4, 
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OBERT DEMPSTER & SONS, Ltd., 
ELLAND, Builders of CARBONIZING PLANTS, 
both Horizontal and Vertical. Manufacturers of CON- 
DENSERS, PURIFIERS, GASHOLDERS, &c., also 
every description of COAL and COKE HANDLING 


PLANT. Telegrams: ‘‘Dempster, ELLAND.”’ Tele- 
phene: EL.anp 261 (Private Branch Exchange). 
XTENSIONS and Renewals. Ask 


us to quote before ordering GAS APPARATUS, 
COKE-OVEN PLANT, STRUCTURAL STEEL- 
WORK. Competitive prices, First-Class Workmanship. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
Firtu BLAKELEY, Sons, & Co., Lrp., 
Cuurcu Fenton, YORKSHIRE. 





CONTRACTS OPEN.—Centinued. 


BOROUGH OF DARWEN. 
SPENT OXIDE. 
HE Gas Committee of the above 


Corporation invite TENDERS for the Purchase 
of about 500 to 600 Tons of SPENT OXIDE. 
All Particulars and Samples may be obtained on 
Application to Mr. A. H. Smith, Gas Engineer. 

Sealed Tenders, endorsed ‘Spent Orxide,’’ to be 
Delivered to the undersigned not later than Saturday, 
the 21st of February, 1925. 

The highest or any Tender will not necessarily be 
accepted, 
By order, 
Harry RotuweEtt, 


Town Clerk. 
Town Clerk's Office, 
Jan, 29, 1925, 


MANCHESTER CORPORATION. 


(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


IRON AND STEEL WORK CONTRACTORS. 


HE Gas Committee are prepared to 

receive TENDERS for the Supply, Delivery, and 

Erection of COKE BENCHES, HOPPERS, and HAND- 
LING PLANT at their Bradford Road Works. 

Specification and Form of Tender may be obtained on 
Application to Mr. J. H. Sillitoe, Secretary, Gas De- 
partment, Town Hall, Manchester, on payment of One 
Guinea, which will be returned on receipt of a bona-jide 
Tender. 

The Drawing may be seen, permission to view the 
Site, and any other information obtained, on Applica- 
tion to Mr. Wm. Newbigging, Consulting Engineer, 5, 
Norfolk Street, Manchester. 

Sealed Tenders, in official envelope, addressed to the 
Chairman of the Gas Committee, and endorsed ** Coke- 
Handling Plant, No.2 Retort House, Bradford Road 
Station,’”’ must be Delivered at the Gas Offices, Town 
Hall, Manchester, not later than 5 p.m. on Thursday, 
the 19th of February, 1925. 

The Gas Committee do not bind themselves to accept 
the lowest or any Tender. 

By order, 
P, M. Heatu, 
Town Clerk. 

Town Hall, Manchester, 

February, 1925. 


MANCHESTER CORPORATION. 
(Gas DEPARTMERT.) 


HE Gas Committee invite Tenders 

for the Supply of 86-inch WELDED STEEL 

PIPES, to be Delivered at their Gaythorn Works and 
on route. 

Specification, Drawing, and Form of Tender, may be 
had on Application to Mr. J. H. Sillitoe, Secretary Gas 
Department, Town Hall, Manchester. 

Any further Information required may be obtained 
on Application to Mr. Wm. Newbigging, at his office, 
No. 5, Norfolk Street, Manchester. 

Sealed Tenders, endorsed ‘‘ Lap Welded Steel Main,”’ 
to be Delivered at the Gas Office, Town Hall, Man- 
chester, not later than 5 o'clock p.m. on Thursday, 
the 19th of February, 1925. 

The Gas Committee do not bind themselves to ac- 
cept the lowest or any Tender. 

By Order, 
. M, Hears, 
Town Clerk, 

Town Hall, 

Manchester, 
February, 1925, 





GAS METERS 


Their Construction, Use, Fixing, 
Inspection, and Maintenance. 


A Handbook for Engineers and Mana- 
gers, Inspectors, Fitters, and Students. 


By A. T. GILBERT, 


Late of the Distribution Staff of the South 
Metropolitan Gas Company and Distribution 
Superintendent to the Nuneaton Gas Company, 


Price 7/6 plus postage, 6d. 


WALTER KING, Ltd,, **GAS JOURNAL” Offices, 
e141, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, B.C. 4. 





COUNTY BOROUGH OF STOKE-ON-TRENT. 


(Gas DEPARTMENT) 
CONTRACTS FOR WORKS MATERIALS. 


HE Council invite Tenders for the 

Supply to the Corporation Gas-Works of tha 
undermentioned MATERIAL. for the Twelve Months 
commencing the Ist of April, 1925. 


No. 1.—STEEL FILES. 

No. 2.—B8OAPS, 1 ~ eae 

3. 2._SHOVELS, & 

No. 4.—ROPES, TWINES, & 

No. 5.—COTTON WASTE, DUSTERS, &e, 

6.—MALLEABLE IRON AND STEEL 
BARS, PLATES, - 

No. 7.—HAMMER SHAFTS 

No. 8.—ENGINEERS’ FURNISHINGS. 

No. 9.—BRUSHES. 

No. 10.—BOLTS AND NUTS, RIVETS, &c. 

No. 11.—IRONMONGERY, &c. 

No. 12.—BRAS3 8TOP COCKS AND COUPLERS, 

No. 13.—WROUGHT-IRON TUBES' AND FIT- 


TINGS. 
No. 14.—OIL8, GREASE, &c. 
No. 15 —PAINT, &c. 
No. 16.—MANTLES. 


Specifications, Conditions, and Forms of Tender may 
be obtained on Application to the Chief Gas Engineer 
(A. MacKay), Gas- Works, Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent, and 
the Tenders, sealed and endorsed ‘‘Contract No. — 
(Gas),’’ should be delivered to the Town Clerk on or 
before the 4th of March, 1925. 
E. B, SHARPLEY, 
Town Clerk. 
Town Hall, 
Stoke-on-Trent, 
February, 1925. 


BOROUGH OF OSSETT. 


HE Corporation of Ossett invite 
TENDERS for the Supply of MATERIALS, 
STORES, WORKMEN’S TOOLS, &c., required in the 
Highways, | Gas, Lighting, Water, Fire Brigade, Sani- 
tary, and E 1 Depart for One Year from 
the Ist of April, 1925, to the 3lst of March, 1926. 
Specification and Forms of Tender may be obtained 
at the Borough Surveyor’s Office on Application. 
Sealed and endorsed Tenders to be Delivered to me, 
the undersigned, at the Town Hall, Ossett, not later 
than 10 a m., the 28th of February, 1925. 
The Corporation do not bind themselves to accept 
the lowest or any Tender. 








T. W. WItson, 
Town Clerk. 
Town Hall, Ossett, 
Jan. 30, 1925. 


BOROUGH OF PLYMOUTH. 


(Gas-Woauks.) 


E Gas Committee of the Plymouth 

Corporation are prepared to receive TENDERS 
for the Supply of 34,000 ‘Tons of GAS COAL, to be 
Delivered in such quantities as may from time to time 
be determined as from the Ist of April next. 

The Coal is to be delivered f.a.s, Corporation Wharf, 
Devonport. 

Forms of Tender and Specification may be obtained 
from the undersigned. 

The Committee reserve the right to accept Tenders 
for the whole or any portion of the quantity offered, 
and do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or any 
Tender. 

Sealed Tenders, endorsed ‘‘ Tender for Gas Coal”’ 
and addressed to the Town Clerk, Municipal Buildings, 
Plymouth, are to be Delivered on or before Saturday, 


Feb. 21, 1925. 
W. P. Terver, 
Engineer and Manager. 


BOROUGH OF KEIGHLEY. 


(Gas DEPARrMENT.) 


ENDERS are ‘invited for the Dis- 
MANTLING and PULLING DOWN of a HORI- 
ZONTAL RETORT BENOH, consisting of Four Beds 
of Nine Retorts and Four Beds of Hight Retorts, in- 
cluding the PURCHASE of all BRICKWORK and 
IRONWORK in connection with same. 
Full Particnlars may be obtained. and the Plant 
inspected, on Application to the undersigned. 
A. Bromtey, 
Engineer and Manager. 
Gas Offices, 
Cook ‘ ane, Keighley. 





HE Bridgwater Gas Light Company 
are desirous of receiving TENDERS for about 
1100 Yards 6-in, CAST-IRON PIPES, 
SPECIALS. 

Those able and willing to supply can have Particulars 
from J. H. Cornisn, Secretary and Manager, Bripe- 
WATER Gas Licut Company, BRIDGWATER. 


together with 





COMPANY NOTICES. 


NORTH MIDDLESEX GAS COMPANY. 


OTICE is Hereby Given, that the 
ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING of the 
Company will be held at the Company’s Office, No. 5, 
Great Winchester Street, Old Broad Street, in the City 
of London, on Monday, the 2nd of March prox., 
at Half-Past Two o'clock p.m., to receive the Report 
of the Directors and the Accounts of the Company for 
the Year ended 3lst December, 1924; to declare Divi- 
dends; to elect a Director and an Auditor; and for 
Other Purposes. 

The TRANSFER BOOKS of the Company WILL 
BE CLOSED from the 17th of February to the 2nd of 
March, both days inclusive. 

Ernest L. Burton, 
Secretary. 





Secretary’s Office : 
5, Great Winchester Street, 





Old Broad er London, B.C, 2, 
Feb. 10, 1925. 


THE BRENTFORD GAS COMPANY. 


OTICE is Hereby Given that the 

YEARLY ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING 
of the Proprietors will be held at Caxton Hall, Caxton 
Street, Westminster, on Wednesday, the 25th of 
February inst., at Half-past Two o’clock, to Transact 
the usual Business, including the Declaration of Final 
Dividend for the Year ended Dec. 81 last, and to Elect 
Directors and Auditors in place of those who will at 
such meeting go out of Office, in accordance with the 
Company’s Act of Parliament. 

The Dividends to be declared will be paid to the 
holders of Preference and Ordinary Stocks registered 
as Stock Holders on the 8th January, when the 
TRANSFER BOOKS were CLOSED. 

By order of the Directors, 
H. L. Mann, 
Secretary. 
Office: Brentford. 
Feb. 4, 1925. 


THE BRENTFORD GAS COMPANY. 

Notice is Heresy FuertHer Given that an EXTRA- 
ORDINARY MEETING of the Proprietors of the 
Brentford Gas Company will be held at Caxton Hall, 
Caxton Street, Westminster, on Wednesday, the 25th 
day of February inst., at Three o’clock. or so soon 
thereafter as the business of the Ordinary Meet'ng of 
the Company convened for the same day shall have 
been concluded, for the purpose of considering the 
provisions of the Bill now before Parliament, intituled 
** A Bill to provide for the Transfer to The Gas Light 
and Coke Company of the Undertaking of the Brent- 
ford Gas Company; to confer various powers upon 
the Gas Light and Coke Company ; and for other pur- 
poses.” 

At such meeting the said Bill will be submitted for 
the consideration and approval of the Proprietors. 

Dated this 4th day of February, 1925. 
L. Mann, 

Secretary. 





Chief Office : 
Brentford. 


SOUTHGATE AND DISTRICT GAS COMPANY. 


OTICE is Hereby Given, that an 
ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING of the 
Company will be held at the Company’s Office, No. 5, 
Great Winchester Street, Old Broad Street, in the 
City of London, on Thursday, the 5th of March prox. at 
3.80 o’clock p m., to receive the Report of the Direc- 
tors and the Accounts of the Company for the Year 
ended the 3lst of December, 1924; to declare Divi- 
dends; to elect Two Directors; to elect an Auditor; 
and for Other Purposes. 

The TRANSFER BOOKS of the Company WILL 
BE CLOSED from the 20th of February to the 5th of 
March, both days inclusive. 

Ernest L. Burton, 
Secretary. 
Secretary’s Office : 
5, Great Winchester Street, 
Old Broad Street, London, E.C, 2, 
Feb. 10, 1925. 


- BRIGHTON AND HOVE GENERAL GAS 
COMPANY. 


OTICE is Hereby Given that the 
ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING of _ 
Company will be held at the Company’s Offices, No. 5 
Great Winchester Street, Old Broad Street, in the City 
of London, on Friday, the 27th of February, 1925, at 2.30 
o’clock p.m., to receive the Report of the Directors 
and the Accounts of the Company for the Year ended 
the 8lst of December, 1924; to declare Dividends; to 
elect a Director; to elect an Auditor; to appoint a 
Special Auditor; and for Other Purposes. 

The TRANSFER BOOKS of the Company WILL BE 
CLOSED from the l4th to the 27th of February, 
1925, both days inclusive. 

Ernest L, Burton, 
Secretary. 
Secretary’s Office: 
5, Great Winchester Street, 
Old Broad Street, London, E.C., 2, 
Feb. 10, 1925. 


UXBRIDGE, MAIDENHEAD, WYCOMBE, AND 
DISTRICT GAS COMPANY. 


INCORPORATED BY SPECIAL AcT OF PARLIAMENT. 


OTICE is Hereby Given that the 

64th ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING of the 

Company wi!l be held at Nos. 159-162, Palace Chambers, 

Bridge Street, Westminster, 8.W.1., om Thursday, the 
26th day of February, 1925, at 2.30 p.m. 

To receive the Directors’ Report and the Accounts 

Aa Company for the year ended the 3ist December, 


To declare a Dividend for the year. 

To elect & Director. 

Toelect an Auditor and fix the Auditors’ remunera- 
tion, 

To transact the General Business of the Company. 

The STOCK TRANSFER BOOKS of this Company 
WILL BE CLOSED from the 12th to the 26th days of 
February, 1925, both inclusive. 

By Order of the Board, 
Gero, J, Bristow, 
Secretary. 
—— 
. 29, 1925, 


CASHOLDER AND TANK CON- 
STRUCTION AT THE SUTTON 
CAS-WORKS. 


1,000,000 cubic feet capacity. 


By F. SOUTHWELL CRIPPS, 


10/6 net. 





Price 





No, 11, Bolt Court, Pusst Strasser, E.O, 4, 





WALTER KING, Lrp., "Gas Jounmat"’ Orrice 
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STOCK ISSUES. 


Hy Order of the Directors, 
NEW ISKUK OF IRREDEBMABLE PREFERENCK 
ATOOK, 


LITTLEHAMPTON GAS COMPANY. 
Messrs, A. & W. RICHARDS 


are loatructed to offer for HALE BY TENDER 

£10,000 

MIX PER OONT, IRREDEBMANLLE PREFRKRENOK 
HTOOK, 

Minimem Pace ov Inaom, Pan, 
Prospectuaand orm of Tender (which latter munt be 

rontin by llo'clock on Wriday, the Yth of Mebruary) 

may be obtained of Mewara, A. & W, Ricnanna, 7, 

Watnnson, 6.0, 4, 

Hy Order of the Directors, 

Now Ieaue of Perpetual Debenture Htock, 
THE DOVER GAS COMPANY. 


(Incorporated by Hpecial Act of Parliament 142%), 


Messrs, A. & W. RICHARDS 
are Instructed to OFFER FOR HALE BY THNDER 
£15,000 
HPER CANT, PERPRTUAL DEBANTULE TOOK 
Minimum Price of Issue Par, 





















GAS JOURNAL. 


TROTTER, HAINES, & CORBETT 


Limirep 
BRETTEL'’S ESTATE, 


FIRE-CLAY & BRICK WORKS, 


STOURBRIDGE. 


Manufacturera of GAM HETORTH, GLANHHOUNE 
PURNACK & BLANT FURNACK BRICKH, LUMPS, 
TILA, and every Doseription of PII TICKS, 
Special Lumps, Tlies, and Bricks for Regenerative and 
Purnace Work, 

MiieMenta Praomer.y ano Canerunsy Exrncoren, 


Lowpon Orrin: B,C, Bnown & Go,, 
LeAapennatL, Coamnnnun, 4, Mr, Many Axe, BC, 
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COKE FOR STEAM-RAISING 
PURPOSES ; 


And some other means of Increasing Its Sale 
By 
GEOFFREY M. GILL, 
(Consulting Engineer) 
Member of the Inatitution of Meohanioal Knyi 
neers, Member of the Inatitution of Cas 
Kingineers, Late Chief Knginoer of the Mouth 
Motropolitan Gas Company, London 


and Kevised by the Author, 


Price 1/6 Post Free. 
Prices for Quantitios on Application, 





FOR 


PURIFIER 
GRIDS 





6.0, 4. 


A Sertea of Articles Reprinted from the " Gan Journal” 


Published by WALTER KING, UTD.,, Gas Jounwat” 
Orrioes, 11, Bout Count, Picer Wreeer, Lonnon, 
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by Nat Ievenue of the Company for the year ended : . 
Hat December iaat, £11,026, and the int t “ 
the Loan Capital Uncluding the present leone) only Write ..+ 66 5 ] 
requires LIMA, iti ore th four times covered, n 
hividends on the Goninene Block and haves are W. SPENCER & SONS - 
being paid at the maxi rate of 74 pe t. 
“Pecepeetas ead ‘Femn of Tender (which latter SOUTHALL, MIDDX, but 
munt be sent in by Lt o’elook on Thursday, 10th 
Webruary), may be obtained of Menara, A. & W, 
Hicnanos, 87, Watnnoon, BLO, 4 clo 
Faris tory neoisrenen Teak mann SULPHATE OF AMMONIA yodisane ‘ev r 
\ a, egg nt By the WEYMAN PROCESS. ter 
HALE MARK en 
~» J Recording Instruments ; , JOHN J GRIFFIN & Sons 1) 
r— cor ee Tempera - Gives a natural crystal grain, a natural ® ' 
’ . . 
ture, Electricity, &c. white colour, of a natural friable texture. LIMITED, 
The chotee a 00 ¢ oh ver lene M 
Pia cal 9 ole eierens Gartoeel eneraienes Writa ws for Particulars: SEGES SF ., Sinn 
J. W. & GC. J. PHILLIPS, LTD., || HOOPER & WEYMAN, Chemical Engineers, LONDON, W.C. 2. 
a4, College Hill, Cannon St., London, H.C. 4. Pligrim House, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
: 
CASES FOR BINDING eeeneee 


QUARTERLY VOLUMES OF THE “ JOURNAL.” 


Price Se, 6d, enoh, post free: 


LONDON; WALTHR KING, LIMITHD, 11, Bolt Court, Fieet Street, 1.0.4, 








COMPRESSORS 


& EXHAUSTERS 


See our Advertisement Next Week. 


~REAVELL«co.L1o, IPSWICH. 


FOR GAS 
AND AIR, 














Walter Waugh & Co., Lid., 





LONDON, @.0C. 


Tolographio Addrenas: 
“ Hwaltaugh, en,, London," 





4, LLOYDS AVENUE, 


TAR, AMMONIA, AND 
CYANOGEN PRODUCTS. 


PITCH A SPECIALITY. 


Telephone: 
(160 Avenue (8 lines) 


PULLEY 


Write 

















seneenee 








Makers : 
3. CRANES, 
CRAB WINCHES, 


LIFTING JACKS, 
OVERHEAD RUNWAYS, 


LIFTING 


AND 


HOISTING 
TACKLE 


OUNGS 


Ryland Street Works 


BLOCKS, &c. 


for List No, 46, 
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by unlocking the screw "'A”™ on the 


The Ideal 


Gas Controller 


TYPE 3A/UNI. feepeataag sles Type 3A[UNI ---15-Day Run 


TYPE SA/UNI MOVEMENT 


NEWBRIDGE CONTROLLERS, in addition to being British made, embody the following advantages, which 


although necessary for efficient operation, are not together found in any other make of controller. 


) In the UNI models similar to Type jA/UNI shown above and can all be carned out at the lamp head with 


cone h TH 

the movement can instantly be removed from the gas cock leaving the other free for support 
without disturbing the burner bye-pass or even shaking the (5) There is no backlash in the dial, resulting im accurate 
manties, and whether the lamp is lit or not. Any movement setting to tine 
can be locked on in the place of the one removed, all being ‘ 
interchangeable (6) The regulator is easily accessible 

Ouick lighting a recognised advantage with modern iW Phe gas cock is quite separate from the movement There 
burners is no possibility of the yas leaking into the movement, which 

would ruin the escapement 

The time dial remains stationary during winding, aad the 
clock movement is not stopped during this operation; thi Phe taper gas cock is not ground in, bemy machined b 
result being attaimed by the special construction of our patent special method, ensuring a perfect fit 
barrel, This is a vital feature after the controller has been in )) ‘The highest quality fully jewelled Swiss lever escapement 
use some time and requires cleaning. In the case of a con is used, and rubies and sapphires only are utilised. Garnet 


troller where power is not maintained, there is a strong 


are cheaper, but are liable to chip 
tendency to stop the movement on each winding 


10) The controllers are Uritish made, the manufacturer 
1) All necessary operations are independent of one another — being on the King’s Roll for the employment of disabled men 


NEWBRIDGE CONTROLLERS ARE THE BEST. 





Manufacturers 


THE HORSTMANN GEAR CO., LTD., Newbridge Works, BATH 
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| WELDLESS STEEL 
GAS MAINS 


Spigot and faucet Joint. 
| Ong Sleeve Rigid Joint. 
Inserted Welded Joint. 


(LONG SLEEVE RIGID TYPE.) 


| A BRITISH MANNESMANN 
| MAIN COSTS LESS TO LAY 
AND IS ALWAYS SAFE. 


| eee 


BALDWIN HOUSE, 
67, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C. 4. 
(Works: Newport, Mon,, and Landove, South Wales.) 
5, Makers of Weldless and Lapwelded Tubes for all purposes, Tubular Lamp Poots, et 


AMD VuwUWVWTi Tiwi ll 


| The BRITISH} MANNESMANN TUBE Co., Ltd., 


Paul 
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$66 


ROTARY METERS 


are bulit in units of 
hourly capacities from 


1000 cu. ft. to 1,000,000 cu.ft. 


for COAL GAS, COKE OVEN GAS, AIR, &c. 


CHEAP IN PRICE, OCCUPY VERY LITTLE SPACE, 
EASILY CLEANED. 
fOTAL VOLUME OF GAS PASSING 


THE ROTARY METER CO., LTD. 


TALBOT ROAD, STRETFORD, MANCHESTER. 


MEASURE THE 


GAS JOURNAL. 


[FeBRUARY 11, 1925 


Price 215. net. Post free in the United Kingdom. 


THE SIGHTH 


Newbigging’s 


EDITION OF 


Handbook 


Gas Engineers and Managers. 


WALTHER KING, LIMITED, "GAS JOURNAL” OFFION, 11, BOLT COURT, 





FLEET STRHDT, LONDON, B.O. 4, 
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Chemical Engineer’, 
Cassiobury or ks, 
WATFORD. 

































LOCOM TIVES 
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Photographs, Specifications, and Prices on Application, 


PECKETT & SONS 


Telegraphic Address: ‘“‘PECKETT BRISTOL," 





Atlas Locomotive Works, 


10. BRISTOL. 
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ANGLO -AMERICAN OIL COMPANY LTD. 
36 Queen Anne's Gate 
London 
S.W.1 


al 
5 ANCLOCO < 


Branches & Depots Everywhere 
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“JEFFREY” 


SINGLE ROLL 


COAL CRUSHER. | 














For maximum heat efficiency in stokers. 


Reduces Lump Coal to the proper size. 








SPECIAL FEATURES. 


Small upkeep owing to few wearing parts. It can be started up under full load. Does not 
require a feeder, 








Kasily adjusted to give desired size of product, 
and has a large range of capacity. Provided with an efficient Safety Device which 
Consumes little power—costs little to install protects against shocks and accidents. 


CRUSHES CANNEL WITH EASE. 


HUGH WOOD & Co., Ltd:, 65, Fenchurch St., LONDON, E.C.3. 


Telegrams: “ Huwod Fen London.” Telephone: Avenue 1545 


ALSO AT NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, NOTTINGHAM, PRESCOT & CARDIFP. 

















PLANT 


FOR 
CARBONISING, 
COOLING, SCRUBBING, 
WASHING. 
PURIFYING, STORING. 


PLANT 


\ FOR 
HANDLING COAL, COKE. 


BREEZE, ASHES, OXIDE ET¢ 
BY 

CONVEYOR, ELEVATOR, 

TELPHER, ROPEWAY, HOIST. 





iiit 


~- 
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pee ROSEMOUNT |RONWORKS. 


ELLAND. 


Tetecrams DEMPSTER, ELLAND. TetepHone ELLAND 261. PB Ex. 
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BROOKES CHEMICALS, ||| HENRY BALFOUR & CO. 





Telegrams: LTD., Telephone: Durie Foundry, LEVEN, FIFE. nated 
viet mate i " ee Ni Contractors for 
urchasers, Manufac wos istillers & Sellers St Claes ok Cis Pls 
AND 
GENERAL CHEMICALS, Structural Steel & Cast lron Work 
CRUDE TAR, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
TAR PRODUCTS. 








Enquiries solicited. Designs and estimates submitted, 


LIGHTCLIFFE, HALIFAX. ||| Lonpon OFFICE: 47, Victoria St., S.W. 1. 









































SUTHERLAND METER CO. 


LTD. 


ORDINARY i ‘oT METERS. 








Send us your enquiries. 


SPECIAL METERS for Hotel Gas Fires, &c. 





THE SUTHERLAND METER CO., LTD., 


WITTON, 

















‘emcee BIRMINGHAM. ‘tess: 

















JOSEPH EVANS & SONS, CULWELL WORKS, 


London Address: Craven House, Kingsw.y, W.C.2. 
Telegrams: “ Evans, WOLVERHAMPTON.” 


National Telephone No. 39. 





Telephone Grrrarp 7044. 
Telegrams: ‘“‘ Dryospo, Westcent, Lonpon,"’ 


Please apply for Catalogue No. 8. 
MARK. 





Fig. 705. ‘ ‘SINGLE RAM” 


Fig. 712, ‘*DOUBLE-RAM" 
STEAM-PUMP, BOILER FEEDING, &c. TAR AND THICK FLUIDS. STEAM-PUMP, 


Fig. 598. “CORNISH” STEAM. PUMP FOR Fig. 685. “RELIABLE” STEAM PUMP FOR 


(WOLVERHAMPTON) LTD. WOLVERHAMPTON. 
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ASHMORE, BENSON, PEASE, «60, LTD,, 


Gas-Holder Builders, 
STOCKTON-ON-TEES. 





Hees Pr: 


ls oe 





The two photos here shown are part of a Six-Million Capacity 4 Lift Gas-Holder, 

built this year for the Montreal Light Heat and Power Co., Montreal, Canada. 

The steel tank is 232 ft. dia. x 40°9 deep, and 1000 tons weight. The upper photo 

shows position of work at June 3rd, and the bottom one with tank completed and 

all crown framing in position at July 2lst. The bottom tier of side plates is 
13 in. thick rivetted with 1} in. dia. rivets. 






<— 


TT es last, Heat, Rea oa eel ini. oa 
af ‘ : ? 4 
- pict oh a4 ot ete Hehe te 
NOU / 
y 


a 


Prices and designs given for Gas-Holders of any size up to 15 Millions — Gas- 
Holders with Steel Tanks up to 10 Millions. 
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Manufacturers : 


CHEMICAL 
PRODUCTS 


Benzole, Toluole, Solvent 
Naphtha, Creosote Oils, Grease 
Oils, Carbolic Acid, Dark Cresylic 
Acid. Naphthalene, Pyridine, 
Anthracene, Refined Tar, Pitch. 


Dry Neutral Sulphate of Am- 
monia, Sulphite of Ammonia, 
Muriate of Ammonia, Ammonium 
Chloride, Ammonium Polysul- 
phide, Concentrated Ammonia 
Liquor, Liquor Ammonia. 


Oxide of Iron for the purification 

of Gas, Sodium Sulphide, Ferric 

Sulphate, Copperas, Glauber’s 

Salt, Sodium Hyposulphite, Nitre 
Cake, Salt Cake. 


Sulphuric Acid of all strengths. 


Intermediates for Dyes. 


SOUTH METROPOLITAN GAS CO., 


Products Department, 


709, OLD KENT 
Telephone: New Oross 2000, 


ROAD, LONDON, S.E. 15. 
Tel, Address: '' Metrogas, Peck, London," 


Peebles 


HIGH PRESSURE GOVERNOR 


Any low pressure installation can be 
served from a high pressure main 
perfectly satisfactorily, and with abso- 
lute safety, by interposing PEEBLES 
H.P. Governor between the main and 
the service pipe. 


With this Governor, owing to 
Patent adjustable cross-piece connec- 
tion, the fitter can make it suitable 
for supply from right to left or vice 
versa, or for upward or downward flow 
of gas. No need to keep different 
governors in stock. 


our 


We make PEEBLES H.P. Governors 
for any number of lbs. inlet pressure, 
and outlets in tenths. 





A:k us to 
send a Governor 
Catalogue. 


EBLE 


DINBURGH 














E.LU, 





Trrrrrrrerr ere reer errereerrerrrrr rr rrr err errrrrrrr rT Terre rrr TTT tT 





Plants. 
Hot Coke 


Plants, 
Castings 


and all 


Gas Works 


Bridgework 


and 


Hoppers 


Capacity. 





' Engineering. 


up to 2000 tons 


PPreeeetrr fit eer 


Telegrame: APTITUDE, BIRMINGHAM. 


CONVEYING ano ELEVATING PLANT, 


7 Coal and Ash : 


Coal Screen Capable of Sizing 120 Tons of Coal per hour, 


PLANTS ALREADY SUPPLIED To: Ipswich, Swansea, Newport, Bristol, Hull, Kilmarnock, 
Glasgow (Dawsholm), Glasgow (Dalmarnock), Portsea, Jersey, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent, 
Trondjem, Bergen, Melbourne, Montreal, Milan, and many others. 


NEW CONVEYOR CO., LID. SMETHWICK, BIRMINGHAM. 


GLASGOW OFFICE:—45, HOPE STREET. 





ate eee tere eeeeeeeeeerees eee oe 


Steel 

: Structures, 
| Chains, 

: Buckets, 

: Wheels, &., 


Contractors 
to 
Government 
and 
Principal 
Gas Works 


Telephone ; 60 SMETHWICK. 








FEBR 
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Capacity 3,000,000 cubic feet. 
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157 feet diameter. 
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mal 
E recently placed on the market two smaller high- 
candle-power lamps—one size being suitable for any 
candle-power up to 1000, and the other for any candle- 
power up to 1500. 
These new lamps have had a most remarkable welcome 
from the Gas Industry, and they are being installed with 
every success by most of the important Gas Undertakings 
throughout the country. 
If you have not yet done so, we invite you to 
test these new lamps without delay. 
JAMES KEITH & BLACKMAN CO., LTD. ’ 
Head Office : 
27, FARRINGDON AVENUE, 
LONDON, E.C. 4. 
Branches in Manchester, Birmingham, Glasgow, Cardiff, Belfast, &c. re 
” ss . 
High-pressure Gas ee 
* oe 
Eo ae eee” & 
gi 
This illustration shows the relative 
size of the new 1500 c.p. Lamp 
compared with the old 1500 c.p. 
ROSA YEE ITT one ~ 2 res ee ora - Sree Sey RAY e ae PREP QV ak Pe al Fayak on 2 Sr 
Rs Ki CBr CBK-C BK“ CBEKKOCRICCEK- CONCERN CBRBC BIC BICOCRKSCBK-CBK-CEK~ 
4 


“~ 


fa 
5 | 
Illustration shows 4 Sets Water-tube Condensers, cach having or 


acapacity of 44 Million cubic feet of gas per 24 hra., with 
** Kelipse” stuffing boxes and glands, supplied and erected 

hy us for the Glasgow City Gas Dept. at their Provan Works. * 

io 


And since 1837 we have been 


studying the requirements of : 


















GAS ENGINEERS 


If you desire the best from 
your purification plant 


~ 


¢, SPECIFY 
“ECLIPSE” and ‘“ TRIUMPH ” 
SPECIALITIES 
AND MAKE CERTAIN 


| oe al ea yee, “= 
X we 3 x any -¥ \ 
dew AD we eS 


i 3a8s 


NIN 





Car 
wot. 


1 to 
pS ae a ASS 


CLAPHAM BrOS., Ld. 


- ee 


KEIGHLEY— YORKS. 
{% TELEPHONE :—KEIGHLEY 497 & 498. 


ey 
PO BK-CBK-CEK-CBK 
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COAL TAR PITCH 


BEST AND UNVARYING QUALITY. 








REFINED TAR. 





CREOSOTE, ANTHRACENE AND 
CARBOLIC OILS. NAPHTHALENES. 


BENZOL PRODUCTS: 


Pure, 90’s and Standard Benzol. — Pure and Com- 
mercial Toluol. — Light and Heavy Solvents. 
65 per cent. Crude Benzol. 


MOTOR BENZOL. 


SULPHATE OF AMMONIA. 


CONCENTRATED AMMONIA. MURIATE OF AMMONIA. 


SIMON: CARVES = MANCHESTER. 


Telegrams :—‘‘SIMCAR, MANCHESTER.” = ~—«~‘Telephone:— 8200 CITY (8 lines) 
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PAN ASH SEPARATORS 


SIMPLE. EFFECTIVE. LOW COST. 


A NEW PRINCIPLE WHEREBY ALL COKE IS RECOVERED FROM PAN ASH AT A 
SMALL RUNNING COST, 


INITIAL OUTLAY ON PLANT QUICKLY RECOUPED. 


COKE BREEZE WASHERS 


WORKED ON THE SAME PRINCIPLE. TO DEAL EFFICIENTLY WITH 
COKE OF ANY DENSITY. 











IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, WRITE US FOR FULL PARTICULARS. 


GEO. WALLER & SON, Ltd., 


Phoenix Iron Works, STROUD, GLOS. 


Telegrama: WALLER, BRIMSCOMBE, Telephone: 10 BRIMSCOMBHK, 
LONDON OFFICE: 149-150, PALACE CHAMBERS, S.W.1. Telephone: 9176 VICTORIA, 





Agents for Scotland: D,. M. NELSON & CO, 20, West Campbell Street, GLASGOW, 




















STEEL PIPES. ewer. 


For GAS, WATER & OTHER PURPOSES. 


With Socketted, Flanged or other Type Joints. 


———— 








Advantage over 
Cast Iron Pipes: 
Saving in Cost of 
Transport and 
Laying, owing to 
less Joints, and 
in Repairs as 
unaffected by 
Variations in 
Temperatures. 


DIMENSIONS 
UPPLIED ARE 
14”) DIAMETER 





AND UPWARDS, 


AND LENGTH |, 





18 TO 26 FEET, 











Steel Pipes supplied to Vancouver Gas Co. 


SEND YOUR ENQUIRIES TO 


THOMAS PIGGOTT & CO., Limited, 


SPRING HILL, BIRMINGHAM. 


Telegrams: “ Atlas, Birmingham.” Telephone : Northern 1222. LONDON OFFICE: 63, QUEEN VICTORIA ST., E.C. 4. 











Pil: 
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Witon’s Tar Denypration PLANT 









Installed wit 5 PRE 0nd” ae, Mints Sean 

on ae Units, from 

different oe 
—— | upwards. 





Easily treats | up in morning, 


continuously. 


No Frothing All Plants 


——— THE 


COMPANY, LIMITED, 
suvarorator Puoxeronvoy. 76, VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, SW.1 vcrotitn, 


Can be started 


Tar with 
. mat | shut down 
— Water each night, or 
ontent. | etkod 


_or complete with 
Priming. TarFeed Tank 
and Pump, 
Economiser, 
Low Furnace, 
Working Buckstays, 
Cost. Chimney, &c. 


CHEMICAL ENGINEERING «WILTON S PATENT FURNACE 














BLAIR’S SCRUBBER 


is the most EFFICIENT SCRUBBER 


for the recovery of 


AMMONIA 


and at the same time 


1. NO Tar can pass through to the Purifiers, 
2. H,S and CO, are reduced more than usual, 
3. Liquor is obtained of a high strength. 








|: 








Y" GOVAN, GLAS( GOW, (See 
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GASHOLDERS and TANKS 


of any size or type. P 


CONDENSERS—Water Tube, k 


Annular or Open Atmospheric. 


TOWER SCRUBBERS. 
PURIFIERS—Water or Dry Lute By 


Cast Iron or Ferro-Concrete Boxes. (0 


TA | 














a~ Fri meee 














OIL and CHEMICAL WORKS 
PLANT. 





STRUCTURAL WORK of every 


description. 


STEEL RIVETTED PIPES. 





Single Lift Spiral Holder in Steel Tank. 





THE BARROWFIELD IRON-WORKS, Lto., 


GAS ENGINEERS AND CONTRACTORS, 


Telegrams: “GASOMETER GLASGOW.” G L ASG OW e 


London Office: 6, LITTLE BUSH LANE, CANNON STREET, E.C. 2. 
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[SILICA AND = RETOR I Ss. 
“*S.P. SILICA” 95°/, “SILCO” 
RETORTS | RETORTS 
AND a. 0°, 
FOR 
SILICA. 
Bye Progucr eh or 
Cont (Ovens. SILICA FIREBRICK 
COMPANY, LIMITED. ;, 
—— . Silco 
OUGHTIBRIDGE, Cement 
Plastic AND 
ma Near SHEFFIELD. <a 
, ESTABLISHED 1858, ‘ 
Cement, Ganister. 
Highest Grade Silica Bricks and Blocks for Gas Works. 
éé 99 
THE SUPER VERITAS QUICK GRIP” BURNER 
(BRITISH MANUFACTURE) 
APPROX. 300 C.P. Regd. Design -- Prov. Patent. 
rINHE ““SUPER VERITAS QUICK 
GRIP” BURNER is especially suitable 
for Domestic or Inpusrriat Liacurina. It 
is built of heavy gauge and highly polished 
Aluminium and fitted with special non-corrosive 
heat-resisting Cluster Fitment. 
The experience and modern workmanship be 
hind this production ensures your customers 
entire satisfaction. This Burner is yet anothe: 
— triumph of strength and efficiency with which 
the name of Veritas has always been associated. 
To take 3 No. 2 Size Mantles. 
PRICES anp SAMPLES ‘ 
UPON APPLICATION. | LONDON: GLASGOW: MANCHESTER: BIRMINGHAM 
— | = 























$78 
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WAYS TO POPULARISE THE USE OF GAS _ 





Hle SUCCESS of the 

“Shakespearean ’’ Gas 

l‘ires 1s due to the fact 
that, before the production of 
the series was undertaken, 
every need of the Gas con 
sumer and the Gas Under- 
taking was carefully studied. 
Of pleasing designs, the artistic merits 
of the “Shakespearean” Fires, great 


as they are, in no way interfere with 
their efliciency. 





They have as their base the well Known 
‘*Main” Heating Unit: a combination 
of radiants, brick, burner and injector 
all built up on the one plate, where 
all parts are easily accessible for re- 
moval or replacement, This Heating 
Unit is interchangeable, size for size, not 
only in the “Shakespearean” Series, 
but with other ‘‘ Main” Fires as well. 


Rapidity of heating up, brilliance, and 
radiant efficiency are outstanding 
characteristics of the “ Shakespearean ”’ 
Series of Gas Fires. 
' Supplied in a variety of designs and 
finishes. 


SHAKESPEAREAN 


Gas Fires 


BRITISH FURNACES U 


' 


_ 





) 





R. & A. Main, Ltd., Gothic Works, London and Falkirk. 


—_—_ 
— 
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STRINGER BROTHERS. atsion west sromwicn. 

















Peer oT 


Judgment in 
Valve making 


Carefully and skilfully band-ground and 
polished in pairs to ensure their smooth 
working, the slide valves are one of the most 
important internal features of the Georye 
Glover Meter. ‘They regulate the gas flow 
and operate the recording mechanism, The 
Valves fitted to the 


} anelash 


are made of special anti-corrosive metal and 
subjected to every process, in finishing and 
fixing, which is known to make for better 
and longer service, 


Georde Glove 





Cold 





UL 








Ranelagh /Works / 
BRANCHES 
LEEDS CARDIFF , Cd sms 











tee = Alexr. DUNN & SON, ~ 





CASTINGS 


Iron, Brass & Malleable, for High-class Engineering Work. 


lron Castings up to 10 Tons 
» 8 Cwts. 


Pipe Castings made to the British Standard Specification 
From 3" to 24" Bore. 


Brass o 


1848 


ANCOATS, MANCHESTER. 
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ae OT A R Y M ET FE be uy Price 21s. net. Post free in the United Kingdom. 


are bulit in units of 
hourly oapaocities from THE EIGHTH EDITION OF 


1000 cu. ft. to 1,000,000 cu.ft.| Newbigging’s Handbook 
for COAL GAS, COKE OVEN GAS, AIR, &c. 


CHEAP IN PRICE, OCCUPY VERY LITTLE SPACE, 


EASILY CLEANED. Gas Engineers and Managers. 
MEASURE THE fOTAL VOLUME OF GAS PASSING 





TH E ROTARY METER CO., LT D. WALTHR KING, LIMITHD, "GAB JOURNAL" OFFION, 11, BOLT COURT, 


L .0.4, 
TALBOT ROAD, STRETFORD, MANCHESTER. FLEBT CTREST, LONDON, 8.0.6 


Tolegraphio Addrenses 
" Dencoin, Manonnaren 
“Oxipe, Manonenren, 
y LTD, 
i MANCHESTER. 
Manchenter y 8606 Oxide, 6444 Central Manchester 
Miles llatting and Clayton ‘eo pes 


All Bye-Products from the Distillation of Coal dealt with. 


Ilydeated Oxide of Lron for Gas Purification, and of different Strengths to suit conditions of Purification, 
| Sulphuric Acid (free from Arsenic) for § Sul phe ate of Ammonia Manufacture, Recovered Sulphur, and 
Prussiates of Soda, Spent Oxide bought on Sulphur and Cyanide Contents, 


Tar and Gas Liquor 
purchased. See our Advertisement last week 


LOCOMOTIVES FF 


LOCOMOTIVIN of all Hines and Gaugen apooially constructed for Main one | | 
| 















Branoh Lines, Contractors, Docks, Gas Works, Collieries, Lron- Works, Brick an 


OComent Wo rka, 40. Locomotives of various Hises siwaysa in progress for Aa 
delivery. 


Photographs, Specifications, and Prices on Application. 


PECKETT & SONS, tc: erisrox-: 


Telegraphic Address: “‘PECKETT BRISTOL." 


PLANT 


FOR 
CARBONISING, 
COOLING, SCRUBBING, 





PLANT 


FOR 
HANDLING COAL,COKE, 
BREEZE, ASHES, OXIDE ET 





“ . BY 
WASHING. CONVEYOR. ELEVATOR. 
PURIFYING. STORING. ) TELPHER, ROPEWAY. HOIST. 


m ROSEMOUNT IRONWORKS. 


ELLAND. 


Tececrams DEMPSTER, ELLAND. Teteprone ELLAND 261. P.B Ex. 
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The whole of the 


Retort Bench Equipment ; 
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Retort House Building and steelwork; 


Coal and Coke Handling Plant of a 


Glover-West Installation 


is manufactured at the 


Works of the Patentees 





CARLISLE 


WEST'S GAS IMPROVEMENT CO. LTD. 


ENGINEERS, MILES 


Telephone: 


CENTRAL 6961 (8 lines) 


LONDON 


Regent House, Kingsway, W.C.2 


“IMVERTRET, WESICUNT, 
LONDON" 


Teleevaphic Address: 


Lelephone KEGUNT 987 


NEW YORK (U.S.A,) 
WEST GAS IMPKOVEMENT Co, OF AMERICA 
Incorporated 
150, Nassau Street, New York 


Telegraphic Address: VERTICALS, NEW YORK" 
Telephone; DUK KMAN 1420 








MANCHESTER 


PLATTING 


Telegranhle Address rr 
“STOKER, MANCHESTER” 


SYDNEY 
Union House, 243, George Street, Sydney, N.8.W, 
lelegraphie Address: VERTICAL, SYDNEY” 


PARIS 
CIE. GLE. DE CONSTRUCTION DE FOURS 


8, Place dew Rtate-Unis, MONTROUGE (Seine) 
l clagraphte Address ;-—"' CORMIQUES-MONTROUGR (SHINE)" 
l clephone SEGUR ga-65 & 91-6 
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UY Tit PEST 






















The Superior Meter 








Branch Works: 
Victoria Road, 
Leeds. 




























DRAUGHT 
RECORDERS 


are made for 


Draught, 


Pressure, 


Draught and 


Pressure, 


Differential 
Pressure, 


and in various sizes, 


With one, two, or three a 
recording on the same chart. 
Send now for pamphlet to 


WALKER, 
CROSWELLER & CO. 


SPECIALISTS IN BOILER HOUSE AND 
WORKS CONTROL, 


62, Dane’s Inn House, 
Strand, London, W.C. 2. 














‘PARKINSON 


INVERTED 
STREET 






BURNER 
LANTERNS 


All Write 
Requirements f 
or 
for Lists and 
Street Sample for 
Lighting Testing 


No. 840. Model B. 


PARKINSON and W. & B. COWAN, Ltd. 
BELL BARN ROAD WORKS, BIRMINGHAM 


And at London, Manchester, Edinburgh, Glasgow, etc. 
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Wilsons’ “ Sunbeam” fits into 
the ordinary coal grate with- 


out disturbance beyond re- 
moving the front bars. Five 
sizes to sust all coal grates. 


HMMM the 
ee ~- - 
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“© 


Undoubtedly there is a 
romantic appeal in the 
coal fire when at its 
best; against which, to 
a certain section of the 
Public, all the many 
labour-saving advantages 
of the ordinary gas-fire 
cannot prevail. Wilsons 
recognised this, and pro- 
vided for it with such 
thoroughness and under- 
standing that their ‘Sun- 
beam” is now one of the 





CUTE 
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phenomenal successes of 
the gas industry. 


The merry heart of the 
coal-fire beats in the 
“Sunbeam”; and no 
other gas-fire of its type 
has so captured — the 
Public fancy, nor been 
so much imitated. 


Advance orders will be 
greatly appreciated, so as 
to lessen strain on works 
during season, 


Send for new Lists. 


WILSONS & MATHIESONS, Ltd., 


CARLTON 


Radiation 


WORKS, ARMLEY 


Lid, 


Proprietors 


BN like a 





3: LEEDS. 


WNANTNNMA 


(al fire 
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Painting Stoves & Meters and General Painting. 


: — 

“7 SPRAYING APPARATUS 
~ FOR ALI ; 

8 Oiling Gas Mains. Baga = Oa Meters. 









Nee PORILAToe oe 8ND 
INFORMATION O| 


The Aerograph Co., Ltd., 


43, HOLBORN VIADUCT, L ONDON, E.C,1 





ESPECIAL PURPOSE 
SPRAYS 


Pt ay eee Rt 
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“SIMPLEX 


WATER GAS PLANT 


(Incorporating the “Sydenham” Grate) 
BLUE & CARBURETTED. 





SPECIALLY SUITABLE FOR SMALL & 
MEDIUM-SIZED WORKS. 





NO OIL REQUIRED 
FOR ENRICHMENT. THE 


EFFECTI 

nga Vertical Gas Retort Syndicate 
LOW COST. 17, VICTORIA STREET, - 
NO CLINKERING. Telegraph a in, LONDON," 

















JOHN BROWN & CO., LTD., sounowooo, Nr. ROTHERHAM. 


OWNERS OF THE FAMOUS 


Aldwarke, Rotherham, & Dalton Main Gas Coals 


As used by the principal Gas Companies of the World. 


ALSO PRODUCERS OF THE BEST SOUTH YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATED 
HARDS (BARNSLEY BED). 





Tueruararuic Appagss : “ROUNDWOOD, ROTHERHAM." TeLceruone ;: ROTHERHAM a26, 
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MIDDLESEX 
GAS METERS, Ltd. 


ETERS of high efficiency at reduced 


prices. 


Automatics with latest develop 
Our Works are 
well equipped to supply Meters of all sizes. 
Material and workmanship guaranteed. De 


ments a special feature. 


pendable service assured. Our representatives 


will be pleased to wait on you at your request. 


Special attention given to Repairs. 





TRINITY WORKS 
MONTAGUE ROAD 
HOUNSLOW, MIDDX. 


lelephone ; 
Hounslow 171 
Delegrams 
“METERS, 
Hounslow.” 
and at 


27 Lloyd Street, 
C. on M., 
MANCHESTER. 


Prompt collection 
and delivery by 
our own service. 
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BROOKES 


BROOKEMIC, HALIFAX 


LTD., 


Te 
HIPPLARHOLME 104 


CHEMICALS, 


Purchasers, Manufacturers, Distillers & Sellers 


Ot 


GENERAL CHEMICALS, 
CRUDE TAR, 
TAR PRODUCTS. 








LIGHTCLIFFE, HALIFAX. 











EVERY Gas Engineer should 
investigate the advantage of 


ALLEN’S IMPROVED 


HORSLEY SYPHON 


of dished pattern to facilitate 
emptying. 


Patent§No. 200416. 





Sole Makers: 


NORTHGATE IRONWORKS CO. 


(Proprietors: ROBERT BOBY, Limited.) 


BURY-ST.-EDMUNDS, Suffolk. 
LONDON OFFICE: 63, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 4. 
Alao Manufacturers of 


SOCKET and SPIGOT 


TEES ano BENDS 


to British Standard Specification, up to 
12 inches diameter. 


CAPS, COLLARS, PLUGS, 


up to 24 inches diameter. 








IDE & BELL 


LIMITED 
|MISTERTON 


| VIA DONCASTER | 





| MAKERS OF; 


CONVEYOR CHAIN 





STOKING MACHINERY | 
CONVEYORS & ELEVATORS | 


PLANTS 
COAL & COKE CRUSHERS 


| CASTINGS, ETC, ETC. 


| 
SCREENING & STORAGE | 











YOUR ENQUIRIES WILL 
BE ESTEEMED AND 








RECEIVE IMMEDIATE 
| ATTENTION. 
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MORE TOWN GAS SHOULD BE USED 
FOR RAISING STEAM IN SMALL QUANTITIES 


KIRKE Exe 


PATENT GAS-FIRED 


BOILERS 


are recommended by over 30 British and i 
Foreign Gas Companies. They require|j 
no attendant for stoking; so saving the 
extra cost of the gas. 












il 


1. No Firebox 
2. No Backfiring possible 
3. No dust 4. No Stoking 
5. No Labour 6. No Coal Cartage sid 








Nirke Pa Howler fitted with ; 
Te No Ash Removal Rexulator and Automatic Kead Water Kexulator, elueminaiing 
attendance. In use for pressures from 10 to 750 ba. per aq. inch. 
8. No Stand-by Losses 


SPENCER-BONECOURT, Ltd, 
PARLIAMENT MANSIONS, VICTORIA STREET, 


LONDON, 5S.W.1. 
GOLD MEDAL, HOLLAND, 1923. Telephone: Victoria 2802-3 Works: HITCHIN, HERTS 


120 lbs. Pressure from Cold in 30 Minutes. 

















The GAS METER COMPANY, 


This illustrates our specially con- 
structed No. 1 Standard Prepayment 


GAS FIRE METER 


passing 30 c.ft. of Gas per hour. 








Made to take Pennies, Sixpences or 
Shillings as desired. 


Cabinets supplied in polished 
mahogany or whitewood finished in 


any colour to suit surroundings. 





May we send you a quotation? 





238, Kingsland Road, LONDON, E.2, 


and at 


OLDHAM, DUBLIN & MANCHESTER. 
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— nothing has made hot 
water so popular as 


Richmond's 
Soiler7 


Value based on the efficient and trouble 
free service obtained, and not on purchase 
price, has given Richmond's “ Lyn” 
boiler its remarkable success. Richmond's 
long experience as manufacturers of de 
pendable hot-water appliances is respon 






wn sible for the many exclusive features of 
: simplicity and gas economy evidenced in 


*“)eacobee hee 
this popular water-heater. 


a-0- 
Fixing troubles are non-existent, as the 
“Lyn” is simply hung on the wall and 
connected to existing gas and water pipes. 
It is constructed of stout copper, tinned 
inside, and the exterior is finished in 
permanent art bronze. 





Simple Thermostatic control of gas en 


The “ Lyn” fitted in . 
y sures ulmost economy in working costs, 


a modern kitchen. 
lt provides an ever- 
ready and plentiful 
hot-water supply for 
washing-up, house 
cleaning, and a 
hundred - and - one 





UDichmond 


GAS STOVE & METER C¢ LT 1 













other domestic : i 164-172, Queen Victoria St., London, E.C.4 
requirements. : 

: . . P . 

4 RADIATION LTD. 

PROPRIETORS 
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FOSTER & PULLEN LTD SS} 


AVIL WORKS BRADFORD hh ry * 
AND 62 COWCROSS STREET LONDON E,¢ SS 
PUBLIC LIGHTING aries 


LANTERNS, PILLARS, BURNERS, MANTLES, 
CONTROLLERS AND ALL ACCESSORIES. 


A SPECIAL FEATURE : 


SIGNAL LANTERNS FOR MOTOR TRAFFIC. 


CATALOGUE ON REQUEST, 
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The Lon en 
the Shovt of it/ 


Those who can carry their mind back 38 years will 

well remember the intense excitement when, for the 

first time, the Welsbach Light was exhibited at the 

Marlborough Gallery in Pall Mall, London, on lebruary 

ist, 1547. Since that date a mantle for every possible 

gas lighting purpose has been invented and perfected by 
the House of Welsbach. 


The Iilustrvations ave actual size examples 
of the largest and smallest Welsbach 
Mantles—the 006 p.6 Lock Ramtec and the 
1c p Ramte for vailway carriage lighting 


ELSBACH 


——— BRITISH MADE 


GAS MANTLES 


“ Pov every gas lighting purpose.” 





Advt. of the Welabach Light Co., Lid, 
Welsbach House, King's Cross, London, W.C | 


PPS.427 














INCREASE GAS CONSUMPTION 


AND 


SATISFY YOUR CONSUMERS 


BY INSTALLING 


PORTWAY PORTABLE GAS OVENS 


ESPECIALLY SUITABLE FOR 


BAKERS, CONFECTIONERS, HOTELS, 
RESTAURANTS, &c. 


For Particulars and Prices apply to the Manufacturers; 





iT 





C. PORTWAY & SON, HALSTEAD, ESSEX. 
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| 
||| COKE-fired Domestic Boite. 
é “fire omeslic Dotlers 
. ‘*The Gas Salesman, having regard to the potential value of 
» New Coke consumption, should do all possible to oncourage It.” 
Vide the “GAS JOURNAL,” Jan, s4th, 1925, page 79 
“ALWAYSON DUTY! 
' 
: HOT WATER BOILERS 


MADK IN SEVEN HIZI 
In CAST IKON, WROUGHT IKON, or COPPER 
THE SENTRY MINOR No. O, rom £9 108. 








— Maximum output three 20- gallon Hot Haths per hour, Suitable for Hot 

Water storage of 25 or 50 gallons, Normal fuel consumption on con 

tinuous day and night working | ton of coke, nut size, for 4 months 

A Towel Kail or small Kadiator can be operated also if required 

THE SENTRY No. 1. From £13 108. 
Maximum output four 40 yallon Hot Baths per hour Suitable for 
10 or 50 galion Storage Normal fuel consumption on continuous SENTRY No. |. 
"Sa Gker ban en working | ton of coke, nut size, for 4 months. Will supply up to 

0 square feet of Kadiation in addition to Domest upply if required 
| / Large Mica Window, Open Fire as required, Hotplate for simple Cooking operations in conjunction with a Gas Cooker. 
& Further information and Trads Discounts from the Designers and Manufacturers : 

WOOD, RUSSELL & CO. 

will 9 ; 


rs 54, Oxford Street - - - London, W.l1. 


uary Teler hone: MUSCLUM £038 and A049 Telegrame: " WOORUS, WES TCENT, LONDON.’ 
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SUPERFICIALLY MOST \ ANlderé 


GAS METERS LOOK 


J SIMILAR 
5 


Glablshed 1450 


BUT 
APPEARANCES ARE DE. 
CEPTIVE. IT'S THE 
NAME BEHIND, AND ALL 
THAT IT MEANS, THAT 








A 
COUNTS. 
| 
5 BUY A.&M. AND BE SAFE. 
" 
) NEW G RANGE WORKS, EDINBURGH 
Telegra "AtLoen, Koinnonad Telephones: Central 441 and $015 
uM ON wh m soe mT tr ' “ee 4 sa 
by vl ole Voloure Tologran 
riegaphone:” | Alder Nieadtond., |= AMgrusly Belfast” AMGrUg 


Andat B#VDNEY, NAW.) WELLINGTON, NZ 
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->: 


HUMPHREYS « GLASGOW 





LABOURLESS | suiswein_ | CARBURETTED 
AUTOMATIC | SS" | WATER-GAS PLANT! 


Self-Operating 


Self-Charging Water-Gas Plant: 


Automatic Charging and Distributing of the Fuel, without interruption of the gas- 
making process, eliminates coking labour, increases capacity, and ensures constant conditions 
of maximum efficiency in tops of generator and carburetter ; 


Self-Steaming Water-Gas Plant: 


By making Steam Generators a corporate part of H. & G. Water-Gas Generating 
Plant, the steam for the entire Plant is produced without cost. Moreover, im addition to 
saving all boiler fuel and labour, these Steam Generators (unlike independently fired boilers) 
do not require boiler house or setting or chimney, or fuel and ash handling apparatus ; 


Self-Clinkering Water-Gas Plant: 


Throughout the history of Water-Gas, Clinkering has been the great bugbear, aggregat- 
ing per Generator several hours daily of arduous labour, and causing corresponding loss of 
capacity, waste of fuel, wear and tear on plant and tools, and general disorganization and 
uncleanliness ; all previous attempts to eliminate it having failed, strenuous Hand - Clinkering 
has come to be regarded as the inherent defect of the Process. Even with Carburetted Water- 
Gas the H. & G. Self-Clinkering Generator Completely Eliminates All Clinkering Trouble, Labour 
and Expense. It maintains a constant condition of maximum efficiency throughout the fuel- 
bed, while minimizing the carbon in the clinker automatically discharged from the Generator 
—without circulation of cooling water, or waste of heat, water or steam. It also accomplishes 
perfect distribution of the generator air-blast. While largely increasing capacity, it does not 
require periodical repairs to linings, as in the case of other water-gas generators. No fire- 
tools are required; the fuel-bed is never disturbed ; 


Self-Operating Water-Gas Plant: 


H. & G. Automatic Operation eliminates gas-making labour, substitutes mechanical 
perfection for human fallibility in the regulation of the operating routine, minimizes the 
cyclical extremes of temperature in the fuel-bed, improves the fuel and oil efficiencies, and 
increases the capacity of the Plant—all while ensuring the Safety of the Process. 


(Patents granted or applied for in the various Countries.) 


Head Office: 38, VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W. 1. 
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uel- — oi always been of with petrol is the most popular 
ator considerable - ue ., a Motor Spirit because of | its 
' it increases the usefulness of a : 
shes a greater power and _ increased 
oi grades of Motor Spirit. | offic: eee ales 
Af his f general elfiiciency and 1s obtain- 
é- ew years 
fr , year Pl this fact Te able throughout the country at the 
not known, neither was it possible : 
P same price as No. | petrol under 
for Motorists to obtain Benzole h de til 
h d f bl the trade title :— 
wit any egree of reasonabie 
o* ed . ° 
satisfaction. National Benzole Mixture 
nical This popularity is due to the organisation provided, main- 
aa tained, and controlled by the Producers themselves. All 
producers or prospective producers should obtain terms 
and of membership from the Producers’ Marketing Company. 
er NATIONAL BENZOLE Co. Ltd. tiverpoot 
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Manchester Head Office : — 
— WELLINGTON HOUSE, Ipswich 
Scuthampton BUCKINGHAM GATE, S.W.1 Rochester 
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THE HEART oF A METER — 


lies in the Valve Chamber, con- 
taining the Slide Valves that control 
the gas stream. Upon these valves 
all depends. Unless finished with 
the utmost care they are liable to 
ride, rock, or jamb. Then there's 
trouble. 





The Silde Vaives in the ‘'T.d.’’ meters 
are ground and polished by a unique and 
original process, the outcome of experli- 
ence. The Metal of which they are made 
is our own special mixing also. That is 
_ why the T.C. Valves are so very reliable. 
That is why their grade is At in the 
superlative category. 




















The Glover Type slide valve has been adopted 
by leading meter makers the world over. 
vide American press advts, 


THOMAS GLOVER 


C 








and ompany | imuated, 


Original Dry Meter Makers :: Established 1844, 


GOTHIC WORKS, LONDON, N. 8, and Branches. 


Depot for Auatralia Queen Street, Melbourne 




















PARKINSON’S 


STATION METERS. 








PERPECTLY ACCURATE IN REGISTRATION, 


| | MANY IN CONSTANT USE FOR 
ta Aa HA i = OVER 50 YEARS. 


UTTHoPnt toner 














ALL, SIZES UP TO $00,000 CuFt, PER HOUR, 


W. PARKINSON & CO., 


(INCOMPORATED IN PANKINGON ANT W A oo 
Corraan Lani, Orry Hoan, | Bent Bann Roan, | Monninaron Ment 
LONDON, B.C. | HIRMINGHAM Onatn pe me 
Telegrama:"' Inowa, ba "| 'CGaamerens, Witam | ‘Pasparment, Benva 


Phone Noa, : 4270 Cle ~ awell | Qush Mix Hland, ham W874 Helfant 
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A COKE COMPETITION. 


lo-pAY on later pages we issue an invitation to all con 


cermed: technically and commercially inp the pas industry 
ol every country in the world to partie Ipiate ina competl 
lion Whieh, it ts hoped, will be of constructive and lasting 
beneht, There are money prizes of considerable value to 
be awarded; there wall be 


vorth 


something of preater imtrinste 
the honour of being: the winners of prizes obtained 
nat wood cause, and the result of an adjudication perfectly 
st which the 


can to promote the 


disinterested other than in respect of the mtere 
judyes have in downy all the wellare 


of the industry, The money prizes are not offered simply 


to tempt entrants; they are intended to supply a reward 
or compensation to those who put time, good work, and 


oriwinality into ther 


trust wall 
beneheml in that im wall 
awake @ more intimate concern inp the commeacdity 


contributions ino what we 
be a preat and beneherml effort 
which 
ftands at the head and front of the industry’s secondary 
products, 

The scheme had tts origin in a suyyestion made to us 
some time since by Sir Arthur Duckham, that 
should be done to arouse a keener 


something 
inferest in coke; and 
itis by the pencrosity of the Woodall-Duckham Companies 
that we are 
Those 


“ 
JOURNAL 


able to pive effect to a long-existing idea 
handed to the Kditor of the 
font £, 1000 to be devoted to the 


attempting, to secure 


Companies have 
a cheque 

purpose ol material and interest 
which, combined, will tend to elevate coke qualitatively 
ind commercially. The liberality of the Woodall-Duckham 
Companies in this matter is 
We cannot 


very heartily acknowledped, 
“ay more or less, because the passing: of the 
cheque was accompanied by their expression of a wish 

whatever 


was done with the money for the specific pur 


pose for which it was handed over —to retire from all con 
trolin the matter, and to leave the organization of the com 
petition wholly to the Editor of the ‘ Journan.”’ There 
were that there should be no CeO 
graphical limitation to the competition, and there should 
be no limitation as to who should compete, as to processe: 
or types of plant by which 4 


two reserviallons 


ras coke is produced, handled, 
ind prepared for the market, and as to the methods and 
policy by which disposal and vending: of the commodity 
awe carried on. ‘There is prood sportsmanship in those con 
\ll that is wanted is to pet at the best of every 


thing relating: in any way to pras 


ditions. 
coke with the view of 
something practical in serving the interests of the 
yas industry. 


doing 
\ liberal interpretation has been piven to 
these wishes in drawing up the scheme for the competition, 
to the end that it is thrown open to all countries, to every 
individual with any knowledge of one or all the subjects, 
fo any individuals acting in concert, to any undertakings, 


lirms of plant manufacturers of 


contractors there is no 


restriction, It is desired to open up all sources of available 
ind applicable information from which value can flow. 

Phe scheme has been launched in collaboration with Mr, 
\. W. Smith, the General Manager and Secretary of the 
Birmingham Corporation Gas Department, and Mr. W, B. 
Leech, the Engineer of the Beckton Works of the Gas 
These 


Licht and Coke Company. 
the Editor of the ‘ JourNAL ' 


two yentlemen with 

will adjudicate upon the 

papers, and will make the awards in conformity with the 
| ' 


«heme ond the conditions and rules as presented on later 


pages. DPhose conditions and cules will be strictly observed 
by the judges; and to sateguard highly necessary ide 

pendence and impartiabty until alter the awards have been 
made, mois desired that there shall be the sare trict 
observance of the conditions and rules on the part ol the 


COM pH titors 
South we 


especially in respect of anonymity lin Mr, 


have a gventioman with a large knowledpye of 


coke requirement lor domestic and madustrial Purposes 


of the marketing of coke, and of many problems whieh 
need solution permanently to raise coke to a hige lier and 
more stable place as a commodity of preat utility In 
Mr, Leech we have an engineer in charge of a works which 
produces more pas coke than any other per day, and an 


engineer whose early training and worl on the 


mechantoal side, and whose experience of plant for hand 


Wild large | 


linge and dealing with coke and other materials is second 


to none in the country, The third member of the Com 
mittee has been compelled through the nature of his many 
years of work in the industry to keep close and active 
Observation over all questions affecting: coke im all quar 
ters of the world On the part ofl the 


Committee, there can be 


members of the 
no personal interest which can 


prejudice any competitor, Their one ambition is to serve 


the industry in a matter of transcending mMportance im its 


economics; and the commercial conditions of coke to-day 


(after a period in which circumstances placed it in a highly 
favourable state) make the time very opportune to investi 
pate, through contributions from many and varied 


(riines 9 


all that can be satd or supprested to increase the status of 
coke in utilitarian value, and through that the value to the 


producer 


rat 


sand to the consumers of their primary product 
Phis being the object of the competition, we earnestly 
ask all who can contribute anything serviceable not to 


allow the question of competing for a prize to be a bar to 


submitting a paper ino one or all three sections of the 
scheme In their case an award will be an honours the 
prize will be at their disposal justin such manner as they 


may deem fit. The award will be not only an honours it 
will evidence a desire to be of service in this particular and 
important matter to the industry in the fortunes of which 
they are deeply concerned, We want this competition to 
be creative by the co nplete pam rlinngy ol expenence, results 
of research work, practical supgpestions, and, in facet, any 
thing which will inure to improvement in 
through to the 


fields of applic ation, 


all directions 
from production existing and potential 
The competition, it will be scen from the detailed schem« 
published on later pages, is divided into three sections 
(1.) Coke Production; (I1.) Coke 
Sale and Col 


competitors can send in 


Preparation; and (111) 
Following the directions 


veloped) for all the scctions, or one or two only 


Utilization of 
wriven, (separately en 
ach 
section will be individually dealt with by the adjudicators ; 
and the awards similarly made, Every candidate, if so 
disposed, may aspire to win the first prize in each seetion 

£200 in Section 1., £100 in Section Il., and Z,100 
Section II] making: £,400 in all lhat is the maximum 
that can be won by any individual; and merit alone Avill 
succeed in achieving this. It is realized, however, that 


there are specialists in the subjects constituting each see 
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tion of the competition; and this naturally will make it 
the more ditheult for any individual to gain the highest 
award in all three sections. But any effort made to secure 
the highest distinctions may result in a first in one section 
and a second or third in one or both of the others. No 
one can tell; and until after they have made their awards, 
the judges will not and cannot know who are the successful 
compectitors, 

Anyway, competitors have in the three sections a large 
area for enterprise and effort. Coke begins its life history 
in the coal mines, and the chemical and physical character 
of the coal from which it is made influences its quality. 
Passing to carbonization with gas as the primary product, 
there is the question of the effects of blending different 
coals or of coal and coke for improving the physical charac- 
teristics of coke. After carbonization there is the treat- 
ment and handling, as well as preparation of the coke for 
the various markets; and the history of the coke does not 
end until it is utilized in the domestic grate, stove, or boiler, 
or in the industrial furnace or gas producer, It is a big: field, 
from which it is hoped to reap a valuable harvest for the 
gas industry through this competition. We feel confident 
that the spirit which has placed the £1000 in our hands for 
the competition will be emulated in the competition, by a 
large competent entry into it with enthusiasm and concen- 


Ide 


We are strony believers in setting up ideals, providing 
Reason- 
founded and shaped ideals are goals to which to 
work; and the nearer they can be approached, the better. 


they are not fantastic and wholly impracticable. 
ably 


Ideals in business or work of any description that are some- 
what above what is already being achieved are sure pre- 
ventives against petting into grooves, and going along 
year after year in the same old way, as was the case for 
lony with the men who preceded those who are to-day 
responsible for the technical and commercial operations ol 
the vas industry. Since new ideals have been adopted in 
the imdustry, it has made remarkably greater progress 
in all directions--particularly in service to the community. 
The new ideals have not sprung from any one quarter; but 
a prominent place in connection with them must be given 
to the South Metropolitan Gas Company. No one will 
deny, no one can deny, that that Company have been an 
example in the formulation of high ideals—to their own 
internal advantage, and in some measure (in co-partner- 
ship especially) to that of other undertakings. Last year 
was the centenary of the Company, for it was in 1824 that 
With pride the 
Company can look back upon one hundred years of good 
service to South London, and to the yas industry gener- 
ally. ‘The advancing years have brought to them, as to 


the Phoenix Company came into being. 


other undertakings, extended obligations, greater oppor- 
tunities, and new competition; and it is largely due to 
these that new ideals have been formed and work insti- 
tuted the effort to attain them. On more than one 
occasion, we have been asked, ‘‘ What have the South 
Metropolitan Company profited by all this? = Their 
accounts do not show them to be in any better financial 
position than many other companies, nor is the price of 
vas more favourable to the consumers than that of some 
other undertakings.’’ The simple reply is that while the 
results of the ideals are not mirrored in pounds, shillings, 
and pence in the published accounts, those identified with 
the Company, and those with intimate relationships with 
the consumers on the district, know that the working to 
practical ideals with the view of securing higher efficiency 
for the consumer has had its effect in a satisfaction which 
is of. material advantage to the concern—an advantage 
which is stabilizing and protective, and a relief to all 
officially concerned, 


in 


That is a condition of things worth having; and it is 
what the Company have been operating for, and that suc- 
cessfully, Although the area of supply is the same now 
as it was forty years ago, the business has been constantly 
gaining in substance. In his annual address to the pro- 
prietors last Wednesday, the President (Dr. Carpenter) 
commerted on this development 


a development repre- 
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tration upon an object which has in it only one aspiration 
the interests of the gas industry through the raising of 
coke to a universally higher plane than it has occupied. 
On all hands, the importance of coke in our economic 
position is freely acknowledged. It is the largest contri- 
butor to the reduction of the net cost of coal, and there- 
fore an important factor in g But while rigorous 
attention is paid to the character of the gas supplied, to the 
quality and treatment of tar in order to get the utmost 
revenue from it, and to the quality of sulphate of ammonia, 
coke—sinyularly—is largely neglected. In 
with it, science has had little control. Yet from all sides 
there are hands beckoning the gas industry to supply 
what is required in the way of a smokeless solid fuel; and 
it is to the interests of gas consumers that the best coke 
that can be made and prepared for the market, having 
regard to the overall economic conditions, should be sup- 
plied. On and before June 30, we hope to have in our 
hands, as the result of this competition, material which 
will be of value to the industry commensurate with the 
importance of the place which coke should fill. in’ ou 
operations, 


as prices. 


connection 


If any further information as to the competition is 
required by anyone proposing to compete, a letter to the 
Editor of the ‘ JourNAL "’ will secure it. 


als. 


sented by a © p.ct. increase last year, which means a con- 
siderable figure translated into therms or cubic feet. With 
his knowledge of the circumstances of the area of supply, 
he attributes much of this development to the work of the 
Company's Research Department, and what has been done 
through it in the development of higher etliciencies in 
utilization—in other words, the Company have been en- 
gaged searching for ways and means to improve gas-con- 
suming appliances, by eliminating weaknesses. ‘The ideal 
finds particular expression in the development of lighting 
burners. In this connection what was sought, and what 
was largely achieved, was to make a burner which would 
impose upon the consumer practically as little trouble in 
service as an electric glow lamp, but giving more efficient 
and economical service. The same work has proceeded 
throughout the whole range of appliances; and in this way 
the Company, by research and perseverance, have contri- 
buted to permanent progress. This is a result of new 
ideals; but the Company have not been alone in this. ‘The 
manufacturers of gas appliances have also developed new 
ideals during the passing years; and it would ill-become 
us in speaking of these things not to acknowledge the vast 
difference there is in the many types of gas-consuming 
appliances of to-day and twenty years since. 

In dealing with the beneficial work of the Company's 
Research Department, Dr. Carpenter made mention of a 
matter which is highly interesting, and gives practical 
shape to another ideal. It may be remembered by the 
older executive members of the gas industry how, many 
years ago, the Company laid in a stock of thorium, as an 
assurance, in the event of an emergency, of a supply of 
mantles. When that store of thorium was established, there 
was little thought that it would be the means of largely 
saving the industry’s lighting during a great war; but so it 
was. That fortunate became invaluable treasure 
not only to the South Metropolitan Company but to the 
gas industry of the country. 


store 


Now Dr. Carpenter has let 
out the interesting secret that the Company have re- 
plenished their stocks, and are again in the happy position 
of independence, while—this is also new information—the 
Company’s staff have acquired, for emergency use, 4 
knowledge of the technique of mantle making. 

But one thing the Company cannot positively control is 
the supply of clean coal from the mines; they can only do 
as much as is possible in that direction through their coal- 
testing laboratory in Newcastle. But cheap coal and clean 
coal being a paramount necessity, Dr. Carpenter asks, a5 
many other people are asking, How are we to achieve it? 
It is a very difficult problem. The clean coal could be 
obtained if the will existed among both colliery owners and 


the miners; but it does not. Also examining matters from 
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every aspect, there does not appear to be any chance of 
cheap coal until there is greater production per man-shift ; 
and the Miners’ Federation are resolute against adding 
an hour to the shift. To the nationalization of the coal 
mines, Dr. Carpenter is sternly opposed. The country 
must be kept thoroughly alive to the fact that if ever it 
places the Socialist-Labout Party in power, nationaliza- 
tion of the mines will be one of its first efforts. We do 
not think the nation will give the opportunity for this to be 
brought about. But it will only be by educating the elec- 
torate On any and every opportunity that resistance will 
be strengthened to the proposed foolishness of the political 
party referred to. What Dr. Carpenter would like to see 
introduced into the coal industry is true co-partnership, 
but that will never come about until the extremists among 
the leaders of the coal miners are evicted from their posi- 
tions. We are afraid that they have been allowed to 
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become too strongly established; and now we are reaping 
the fruits of lethargy. 

Allusion has been made in this article to several ideals 
The Bill which the 
Company have in Parliament has embodied in it anothes 
ideal 


some gained; some worth pyaining. 


that of mutual and profitable use of the facilities 
of one undertaking by others with or without complete 
amalgamation. We have previously commented upon this 
proposed innovation for which legislative sanction is being 
sought; and Dr. Carpenter supplied further information 


in his address to the proprictors. In his remarks, there 


is one passage to be specially noted. It is: ** While at 
‘the moment it seems that further amalgamations are 
** not practicable—at any rate, in the near future—there 


sé 


is no reason why many of the advantages of an amalga- 
mation should not be attained to the benefit of the public 


44 


“6 


and the companies concerned.”’ 


Wembley in 1925: An Appeal from the Leaders of the Industry. 


In the course of this week, we understand, there will be 
issued to every gas undertaking in the country, over the 
signatures of the Presidents of the National Gas Council, 
the British Commercial Gas Association, the Gas Com- 
panies’ Protection the Institution of 
kngineers, and the Society of British Gas Industries—that 
the bodies represented the British Empire 
Gas Exhibit Committee—an appeal for the money neces- 
sary to equip, maintain, and advertise a co-operative 
Gas Exhibit at Wembley in 1925. That appeal not only 
has the powerful backing of the signatures mentioned, it 
has the very substantial backing of some sixty gas under- 


Association, Gas 


is ol upon 


takings that have already considered the question, and 
have agreed to contribute over £20,000 towards the total 
(of about twice that amount) which the Committee feel is 
the Jeast they must have to carry their work through 
satisfactorily. ‘To this has to be added the sum of £;6000 
which the Committee hope, and beleve, the members of 
the Society of British Gas Industries will put up between 
them. 

This is a fine and a hopeful beginning, of which the 
Committee may rightly be proud; for it means that the 
results which they achieved last year with the £375,000 
entrusted to them won the satisfaction and maintained the 
confidence of the industry. But it is in no way to be taken 
as meaning that the total required will be secured without 
the whole-hearted support of every single gas undertaking 
in the Empire. The London district is responsible for 
nearly £.12,000; and Glasgow, Liverpool, Bath, Bourne- 
mouth, Bradford, Bristol, Hull, Newcastle, Norwich, Ply- 
mouth, Portsmouth, and Sunderland for another £/5500 
between them—all on the full basis or over—so that there 
are not many more of the really big plums to come into the 
basket. Every pound will be needed from everywhere to 
bring the total up to £)40,000, which is the sum aimed at. 
It can be reached if, but only if, everyone will pull his 
Whole weight, and give the leaders of the industry the 
support for which they are asking. 

That is the point to which we want to-day specially to 
call our readers’ attention. A representative Committee 
has decided upon a line of action on behalf of the industry 
as a whole, and their decision is put before the industry by 
the elected heads of all its representative organizations, 
with an appeal for financial support upon a definite basis 
proportionate to the size of each undertaking. We put 
it to every gas administrator in the country that, if he 
believes in the principle of organized co-operative action, 


if he believes in unity in industry, now is his opportunity 
to demonstrate that belie! by practical action. ‘lhere may 
be, there probably are, some who doubt whether Wembley 
will repeat its success of last year in the matter of public 
We them; but that 
is not the point for the moment. The point is that the 


interest and attendance. are not ol 


representative organizations of the as industry believe 


that it will be to its advantage to be ayain ‘* in the centre 


of the Palace of Industry ’’ at the British Empire Exhibi- 


tion this year, and to provide, thereby, the basis for wide- 


’ ’ 
spread publicity for gas in the Press and otherwise on the 
lines so successfully followed last year. 

That being so, and the elected leaders of the industry 
having endorsed the appeal for the necessary funds, we 
put it to the administrators of every gas undertaking that 
the 


Cele asion, 


* unity and ‘* co-operation ’’ mean unity and co- 


operation of everyone on every whether on 


points of detail in policy (as distinet from questions of 
be or be actual 
That is ‘ 


as we see it, and as a great and ever-prowing majority in 


fundamental principle) everyone not in 


agreement with the action taken. team work, 
lor nothing has been more 
the 


and later, inspired 


the industry we believe see it; 
remarkable in’ the few 
formation, first, of the ‘* B.C.G.A.,”’ 
by its example and results, of the National Gas Couns il 


past years—since, indeed, 


than the steady and widespread and commendable growth 
of the ‘‘ team spirit ’’ in the industry. 
Here, 


of the team spirit; and we appeal to every gas adminis 


now, is another great opportunity for the display 


trator and manager in the Empire to send—to those who 


are working for them without fee or reward to make 


Wembley in 1925 another great occasion for the advance- 
and whole-hearted 


ment of the industry  -such 


support that they can turn their attention solely to that 


prompt 


work without any anxiety as to «he necessary ways and 


means. Those who contributed nothing last year might 


well do their bit now by sending more than they are asked 
for; since they all must know how universal was the im- 
petus given to the industry by last year’s work. We quite 
expect to see a large accession to the ranks in 1925. It will 


be observed that we have said nothing about details of this 
year’s scheme. We trust our 


leaders as to the plan of campaign, in whole and in part. 


Those we shall give later. 


All we are concerned with for the moment is that the 
industry is going into action, and there is an urgent call 
for ammunition. We are sure it will be forthcoming, 


quickly and in abundance. 


A Foolish Policy. 


From the fact that applications have been recently made 
by the trade unions in so many industries for an increase 
of wages, one might be pardoned for drawing the con- 
clusion that the movement is a concerted one. It is seen 
in industries in which distress and depression abound, 
and in industries in which 
ment rules. There can be no justification for any applica- 
tion for higher wages in the latter, providing payments 


constant and good employ- 


are equivalent to pre-war rates plus the increased cost 
of living. This would apply to railwaymen and to gas 
workers, who enjoy regular employment, which is not the 
case in many other While there ts a 


measure of unemployment in the country, and they com- 


industries. large 


plain of the cost of living, they show no desire to do thet 
part in helping to reduce the one or the other, but much 
prefer to increase at any rate the latter by putting more 
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pay into their own fortunate pockets. This applies par- 
ticularly to railways and to public utility industries, the 
patrous of which had to pay dearly during those times 
when wages were at their peak, and who now deserve to 
enjoy all the consideration that circumstances will permit. 

There is another feature of the present movement which 
is also striking. It has been noticed in almost every appli- 
cation that has been made for additional wages. It is the 
deliberate refusal of the unions to do anything to help in 
making exploration to see whether anything can be done 
to improve the conditions of the industry which provides 
them with employment, or to protect the future of the 
industry and the employment it affords. 


Let us give a 
few ¢xamples. 


The representatives of the gas workers 
are in the present wages dispute disinclined to consent to 
the employers’ claims going to arbitration. Their own 
are the only ones that count; those of the industry which 
provides employment must (according to them) be left out 
of consideration. Then, if their own claims are submitted 
to arbitration and the result does not please them—well, 
they are to be free to squeeze the employers for what they 
could not get from the tribunal. This is not British. The 
Union leaders say their claims were preferred months ago, 
and those of the employers were not. Circumstances 
change with time; and the circumstances of the industry 
are not to-day what they were twelve months and even 
eight months ago. Again, the bearing that reasonable 
prices for gas must have upon the future of the industry 
and upon employment in it appears to have no concern 
for the men’s leaders. In industry and trade it is only 
prudent to consider the future as well as the present; and 
there should be regard for it in the counsels of the trade 
unions. But is there that consideration? When one 
begins to talk of prospects, the trade union door is banged, 
which shows neither wisdom nor foresight. 

There are the miners. ‘the colliery owners asked the 
Ixccutive of the Miners’ Federation to appoint with them 
a Joint Committee to consider what could be done to relieve 
the depression in the industry. The Federation declined, 
on the ground that that is not their business. They know 
of the depression; but all that concerns them is to press 
for more wages, though satisfaction of the demands can 
only be given by better production and lower overall costs. 
In the enginecring trades the unions «re asking for a flat- 
rate increase of £1 a week for both skilled and unskilled 
men, notwithstanding that the industry is passing through 
the most anxious period known in its history. Thousands 
of workers are unemployed in it; and much work is being 
lost abroad through inability to compete. The employers 
suggested the appointment of a Joint Committee to con- 
sider the possibility of paying better wages in the circum- 
stances of the industry. But the unions will not agree,to 
participate unless there is an offer of an 
increase of waves. 


immediate 
Tie answer of the employers is that 
they cannot raise wages until the unions modify working 
conditions. Production costs must be lowered; and the 
irrational attitude of the unions will not alter what is 
imperative, and precedent to an increase of pay. There 
are the agricultural labourers’ unions. To them the 
Government proposed a conference to consider the de- 
pressed conditions of the agricultural industry. They 
would have nothing to do with a conference, though the 
result might be the bettering of the conditions of their own 
members. So all round labour refuses to render any 
assistance in an attempt to improve matters; but it is 
villing enough to help—each discontented trade in its 
own way—to add to a further increase in the cost of living. 
The railwaymen, for example, are desirous, through their 
new wages programme, to burden the country with an 
additional cost of £'45,000,000 a year. It is clear that the 
policy of labour is to increase the cost of living through 
higher wages, without contributing anything to increased 
production to lighten costs. They know well enough what 
must be done to help industry and employment in this 
country; and it is a foolish policy that seeks to worsen 
conditions instead of doing something to assist in improv- 
ing them. But all along the line labour is refusing jointly 
to investigate the facts of the position, to ascertain whether 
it is not within its power to help to end the depression, and 
to retrace steps to prosperity and to greater and more per- 
manent employment. 





The Prince and the Institution. 
The Prince of Wales has graciously consented to become 
an honorary life member of the Institution of Gas Engineers. 


Lord Mayor of Manchester. 

There will be a hearty reception of the proposal of the 
Council of the Institution that the bearer of an honoured name 
in the gas industry—Alderman Fred West, the Lord Mayor of 
Manchester—be elected an honorary member of the Institution, 
We believe that he is the first professional representative of the 
gas industry to fill the office of Lord Mayor; and the year that 
he is in that dignified public position is an appropriate one for 
the recognition of his active and valuable services to the gas 
industry. 


Dr. Carpenter and the Presidency. 

There will be general regret in the gas profession that, in 
consequence of his doctor’s advice, Dr. Carpenter has had to 
decline his consent to the proposal of the Council of the In 
stitution to nominate him for the presidency for 1g25-6. The 
decision has been made by Dr. Carpenter with ‘ extreme re- 
gret,’’ and, when he says this, we know how much he appre- 
ciates the intentions of the Council, and how reluctant he has 
been to have to say that he must not comply. 


National Gas Council Proceedings. 

The minutes of the last meeting of the Central Executive 
Board of the National Gas Council, published in later columns, 
are throughout of unusual interest. ‘They should be perused by 
responsible gas officials to ascertain whether any of the topics 
dealt with have particular application to their undertakings. 


There is a point regarding the Public Utility Companies 
(Capital Issues) Act, 1920, which expires on May 20. The 


question is as to whether sanctions unexercised at that date 
would continue to be valid. There is a reference to railway 
rates, followed by information as to the deputation from muni- 
cipal and other local authorities to the Board of Trade on 
Feb. 25, forthe purpose of discussing the position of those con 
cerns which have not yet applied for an Order under section 1 
of the Gas Regulation Act. Advice is given relative to dis- 
putes with inspectors of taxes as to the allowance in respect 
of income-tax of expenses incurred in connection with the 
obtaining of Special Orders. 


Gas Wages Dispute. 

We see that Mr. Arthur Hayday, M.P., the Vice-President 
of the General and Municipal Workers’ Union, has, in an in- 
terview, been criticizing the statement of the Governor of the 
Gas Light and Coke Company (Mr. D. Milne Watson) regard- 
ing the matters in dispute with the Unions. His first point 
was as to the wages being 80 to 120 p.ct. above pre-war rates, 
and thus the increased cost of living having been met. Mr. 
Hayday holds that if there are any gas workers who are re 
ceiving 120 p.ct. above pre-war rates, it must be men whose 
wages were in the region of £1 or £1 2s. pre-war. He says 
that labourers in works of under 50 million ¢.ft. per annum 
were getting 25s. pre-war, and are only receiving £1 3s- 54d. 
Mr. Hayday knows full well that such 
labourers represent only a small part of the gas workers ol 


war-time advance. 
the country. He admits that in the case of stokers the general 
increase would be in the region of 80 p.ct.; but the workers 
contend that it is not a fact that this meets the increased cost 
of living—the official increase of cost-of-living figures not being 
in accordance with actual prices. Another argument will not 
bear investigation. It is that wages are being kept down in 
order that gas undertakings may reduce the price of gas, and 
so get higher dividends. That is absurd when the actual divi- 
dends paid are considered—even if the heavy income-tax is left 
out of account. There is no increased cost of living repre 
sented in gas dividends. ‘That the price of gas must be kept 
as low as possible is necessary to the maintenance of the in 
dustry in the face of competition, and that is also essential to 
the maintenance of the employment of the workers. 


no recognition by the Unions of the fairly permanent character 


There is 


of employment of gas workers, or of the improvement that 
has been made, through progressive invention, in the character 
of their work. We will not discuss an absurd notion that 
the capital expenditure to which Mr. Milne Watson referred 
in his speech is taken out of revenue. 
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The Government and Electricity. 

Despite all that has been said in the daily papers regarding 
the intentions of the Government in the matter of a new elec 
tricity supply scheme, the Minister of Transport (Colonel the 
Rt. Hon. Wilfrid Ashley) has made it known that the Govern- 
ment have come to no conclusion, and cannot do so until they 
have made full investigation. A small Committee 
Lord Weir, Lord 
member of a well-known firm of accountants. 


have been 
appointed for this purpose Forres, and a 
But the Com- 
mittee are not expected to report for some weeks; and until 
they have done so, it will be impossible for the Government to 
consider legislative action. In one quarter it is stated that the 
central idea in the investigation is the grouping of electrical 


undertakings in various areas, and the standardizing of fre 


quency. Speaking at the annual dinner of the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers, the Minister of Transport said the 
Government thought it better to go slowly, and get a sound 


system, than to develop a scheme hastily. Any proposal must 
have the most searching investigation before being put to 
Parliament. A subsequent remark showed a postprandial con 


fidence. It was this: ‘* In electricity we have something which, 
if properly handled, may regenerate this country, and enable 
our trade so to expand as to make our burden of taxation 
lighter.’’ The Chancellor of the Exchequer should mark this 
opinion of his ministerial colleague. But it is a question as to 
whether the electricity industry really wants more legislation ; 
that the President of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers (Mr. W. B. Woodhouse) on the same occasion inti 
mated that, though the industry had suffered in the past from 
legislation, it was now booming, and it would continue to do 
so if it were given a fair field. 


sor ing 


The Flowing Tide. 

The promoting group at 43, Cannon Street, E.C., must 
spend a lot of time giving repeat orders to their printers for 
prospectuses, and addressing and circulating them. It was 
early in December that we were almost inundated with copies 
of the Heathfield and Waldron Gas Company’s prospectus. It 
has turned up again, dated Jan. 7. The Electricity, Gas, Share 
Debenture Investment Ltd., will be 


pleased to have applications for 2000 10 pct. preference shares 


and Guarantee Trust, 


of £1 each at the price of £71 10s. per share—a drop of 5s. 
since the December prospectus. Also for £)5000 first mortgage 
debentures at £9 per £310 debenture—a decline of 


IOs, per 


Although 
the Trust with the long name recommend the securities, our 


debenture ; and for 5000 7 p.ct. ordinary Ll shares, 
advice to speculators and investors has not changed with pass- 
ing time. 














Southern Association of Gas Engineers and Managers (Eastern 
District))—The next meeting of the Eastern District of the 
Association will take place next Tuesday, Feb. 24, at 2.30, at 
the Institution of Gas Engineers, No. 28, Grosvenor Gardens, 
S.W 


Institution of Petroleum Technologists.—Sir Thomas H. Hol- 
land, K.C.S.1., K.C.1.E., F.R.S., has been elected President, 
and the Rt. Hon. Viscount Cowdray of Cowdray, G.C.V.O., 
Sir John Cargill, Bart., Mr. Alfred C. Adams, Mr. Alexander 
Duckham, F.C.S., Mr. Arthur W. Eastlake, M.I.Min.E., 
\.M.1.Mech.E., and Mr. Robert Redwood, F.C.S., have been 
elected Vice-Presidents of the Institution of Petroleum Tech 
nologists for the ensuing year. 

Yorkshire Junior Gas Association.—At a meeting of the Asso- 
ciation next Saturday afternoon, Mr. G. Griffiths, of Bradford, 
will read a paper entitled: ‘‘ CS, in Coal Gas; Notes on its 
Formation and Elimination.’’ A discussion will also take 
place on the paper by Mr. F. J. Jackson, on ‘* The Valuation 
and Testing of Gas Coals,’ which was read recently [see 
ante, p. 215]. The meeting will be held in the ‘* Y.M.C.A.”’ 
Library, Albion Place, Leeds, at 3.15. 

Institution of Public Lighting Engineers and Superintendents, — 
The Institution paid a visit to the Osram Lamp Works of the 
General Electric Company, Hammersmith, on Friday, Feb. 13. 
This meeting, which was a great success, was attended by 
many members of the gas industry. Major H. Clifford Palmer, 
Publicity Manager of the Company, said that the need of an 
institution of this kind had long been felt. It was a good thing 
for men in control of public lighting to get together and obtain 
standard methods of lighting. He extended a cordial invita- 
tion to the Institution to visit the Company’s research labora- 
tories at Wembley. 
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HON. MEMBERS AND PRESIDENCY OF THE 
INSTITUTION, 


—— 


H.R.H. the Prince of Wa'es. 


At a Council meeting of the Institution 
held at 


1 Gas 


Engineers 
Grosvenor Gardens on Feb. 9, an intimation was re- 
ceived from Vice-Admiral Sir Lionel Halsey, G.C.V.O 
troller to H.R... the Prince of Wales, that His Royal Iligh- 
ness had graciously consented to be nominated an 
Life Member of the Institution of Gas Engineers. 
The Presipent (Mr. J. Ferguson Bell, M.Inst.C.E.) proposed 
that, in view of the signal honour conferred on the Institution, 
the Council exercise their powers by suspending Rule 4, and 
elect H.R.H. the Prince of Wales an Honorary Life Member 
without the formality of submitting the proposal at the Annual 
General Meeting of Members to be held in 
knew this would be the wish of the members. 
The proposal was seconded by Mr. C. F. Bortry, the Senior 
Vice-President, and unanimously adopted with acclamation 


, Comp 


Honorary 


June next, Hk 


Thr Lorp Mayor oF MANCHESTER AND THE PRESIDENT OF TH 
CANADIAN GAS ASSOCIATION 
The PRESIDENT proposed that the Council recommend the 


Lord Mayor of Manchester (Alderman F. West, J.P.) be nomi- 
nated as an Honorary Member of the Institution in recognition 
of eminent services rendered to the industry. This was 
seconded by Mr. Samurgt Taco, M.Inst.C.E., Ex-President, and 


gas 


carried unanimously. Alderman West is the head of West's 
Gas Improvement Company, Ltd. 

The nomination of the President of the Canadian Gas 
Association for Honorary Membership was also carried nem 
con. 

Dr. CARPENTER AND THE PRESIDENCY. 
An intimation was received from Dr. Charles Carpenter, 


C.B.E., M.Inst.C.FE., President of the 
Company, that it was with extreme 
his doctor’s orders, he could not see 


South Metropolitan Gas 
regret, mn 
his way 
quest of the Council to nominate him as Pre 
stitution for 1925-26. 


consequence of 


the re 
the In- 


oO necept 


ident of 


———__—_———- . - 


PERSONAL. 


At the annual meeting of the Bromsgrove Gaslight and 
Coke Company, Mr. A Birp, Manager and Secretary, was 
elected a Director of the Company. 

Mr. R. C. Taytor, B.Se., Assistant Engineer and Works 


Manager of the Bridlington Gas Company, has been appointed 
Chief Assistant Gas Engineer to the Municipality of Singapore, 
Mr. Taylor, who has occupied his present 
1922, graduated in Gas Enginee ring at the 
in that year. 


position since July, 
University of Leeds 
He sails for Singapore on March 21 


A presentation to Mr. E. W. Witson, who has re signed the 
position of Manager of the Swadlincote Urban Council Gas- 
Works, took place last week at the offices. Mr, Powell, on 
behalf of the staff and workpeople, handed Mr, Wilson 
canteen of cutlery, and said they were all sorry he was leaving 
them. Mr. Wilson, acknowledging the gift, remarked that 
when he became Manager the works were in a state of chaos, 
but with their hearty co-operation great improvements had 
been effected. 


Mr. R. J. Mirsourne, J.P. (the WM. of the Mut 
doch Lodge), was on Thursday last installed as the M.E.Z. of 
the R.A, Eyton Chapter of St. John’s, Wellington, Salop 


We are informed that Mr. Sam Hatt, who at present 
pies the position of Sales Superintendent to the Edinburgh 
Corporation Gas Department, has rec ntly tendered his resig 
nation. Henceforth Mr. Hall will be Chief Representative of 
Messrs. Thomas Glover & Co., Ad... in Scotland. His head 
quarters will be in Edinburgh, where Messrs. Glover & Co 
have their Scottish meter works. Mr. Hall is a well-known 
and enthusiastic member of the Scottish Salesmen’s Circle; 
being one of its founders, and until his new appointment Hon, 
Secretary. 

Mr. F. A. C. Pykert, of the distribution staff of the Halifax 
Corporation Gas Department, and Hon, Secretary of the \ ork- 
shire Junior Gas Association, has been appointed Distribution 
Superintendent to the Lancaster Corporation Gas Department. 


pre sent 


occu- 


The Committee set up by the Swadlincote Urban District 
Council to consider the appointment of a Manager in 
place of Mr. E. W. Wilson reported that they felt Mr. Taytor, 
the Works Foreman, should be given a lo the 
Council agreed. 


Mr. W. M. Younc has been appointed Manager of the 
Lampeter Gas Company. 


Gas 


trial. this 


Dr. James Hopwoop Jeans, Secretary of the Royal Society, 
and Sir WinitamM Henry Ennis, C.B.E., have been appointed by 
Orders of Council, dated respectively Jan, 28 and Feb. 4, to be 
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members of the Advisory Council to the Committee of the Privy 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research. 


Mr. D. Easson, Gas Manager at Selkirk, 
Golden Wedding on the gth inst. Mr. 
training in gas manufacture at Perth, 
under Mr. Thos. Whimster from 1887 to 1897. He was Gas 
Manager at Maybole from 1897 to 1g00, when he left to take 
up his present position as Gas Manager at Selkirk. 


celebrated his 
Easson received his 
as Assistant Manager 


in 
— 


OBITUARY. 


Mr. Atpert Peake, of Nantwich, died 
operation. He was a member of the 
Chairman of the Gas Committee. 





last 
Urban 


week after an 
Council, and 


The death is announced as having occurred on_ the 
inst., at No. 37, Buckingham Palace Mansions, formerly of 
Fenton House, Hampstead Heath, of Aticr, widow of Mr. 
GeorRGE Carectess Trewsy, M.Inst.C.E., in her 82nd year. 


14th 


_ 


COMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY. 


Annual Report and Accounts. 





Tue following is the report, for the year ended Dec. 31 last, 
which the Directors of the Commercial Gas Company will pre- 


sent at the meeting of shareholders to-morrow. 


The revenue account shows a profit for the year of £102,777 
s. 4d., which, added to the balance of £73,165 12s. 8d. brought 
adn from the previous year, amounts to 4,175,943. After 
providing for the payment of dividends for the June half-year 
at the rates of 6 p.ct. per annum on the 4 p.ct. stock and 6 p.ct. 
per annum on the p.ct. stock, and for the debenture and 
other interest, there remains a balance of £92,994 15s. 10d., 
out of which the Directors recommend the payment of divi- 
dends for the December half-year at the statutory rates of 
45 148. 8d. p.ct. per annum on the 4 p.ct. stock and £5 13s. 4d. 
p.ct. per annum on the 33 p.ct. stock, both less income-tax. 
The application to the Board of Trade by the London County 
Council for an Amending Order under se ction: 1 (3) of the Gas 
Regulation Act, 1920, reducing the Company’s standard price 
of gas, was heard on Monday, March 17, 1924, and the Board 
of Trade on June 30, 1924, made an Order reducing the 
standard price, as from that date, from fifteen and two-fifths 
pence per therm to eleven and two-fifths pence per therm. 
Messrs. H. D. Ellis and H. W. Gell, two of the Directors, 
retire by rotation, and, being eligible, offer themselves for re- 
election. Mr. S. W. Savage, one of the Auditors, will go out 
of office by rotation, and, being eligible, offers himself for re- 
election. 


WILLIAM GRAHAM Brapsuaw, Chairman. 


Gas-Works, Stepney, Jan. 22, 1925 


The Accounts. 
The accounts 


accompanying the report consist of the 
of statements. 


They show that the ey up stock on Dec. 
amounted to 4 1996 405; that -, 1,076,8 375 had been added by conver- 
sion, making £:2 and thi it £:254,298 remained unissued out 
of the total satan ‘d capital (including premiums) of £2,340,000. 
The total amount borrowed at this date was £339,062 10s., and 
4 135,937 10S. was added by conversion, making a total of £475,000, 
and leaving £5114,226 to be borrowed, out of the £ 585.000 authorized. 

The capital account receipts amount (with premiums) to £)2,606,065. 
The expenditure stands at £1,534,529, with a nominal amount of 
£:1,212,812 added by conversion—together £ 2,747,341. There is 
thus a balance of £141,276 carried to the balance-sheet. A sum of 
£25,709 was expended during the year; but £3817 is credited for 
steamships. 


usual set 
31 last 


173,280; 


The reserve fund amounted at the close of the year to £657,084, and 


the insurance fund to £034,461. 
Statement of Coal and Oil. 


| In Store Received 











Carbonized| Used and | In Store 
— | Dec. 31, During During (Sold During) Dec. 31, 
1973. Year. Year. Year. 1924. 
Coal—tons ‘ 28,021 279,256 | 275,389 | g00 | 30,988 
Oil—gallons . .| 595,915 46,384 304,967 11,663 325,669 
Statement of Residual Products. 
l | 
<— | In Store| Made | Used Sold In Store 
Description. | Dec. 31, | During | During During | Dec. 31, 
1923. | Year. | Year. Year. 1924. 
Coke—tons ee ee ae | 3,970 | 185, 88; | 26,577 148,185 | 15,095 
Breeze—tons. ... . 1,385 | 19, 472 | | : 18,442 2,415 
Tar—gallons. . 400,051 |2,828,372 | “s 2,844,366 | 384,057 
Ammoniacal liquor. ~butts | 
of 108 gallons . cr ef 12,176 | 94,412] 93,936 95! 11,701 
Sulphate of ammonia—tons | 84 3,074 | - 3,023 135 











Statement of Gas Made, Sold, &c. 
Quantity Sold. 
7 | : Number 
uantit a | Quantity 
Wed” Public Lights | Accounted for. 


of 
an Private Lights, Public Lights, 


under Contracts per Meter. | 











(estimated). | 
Therms. Therms. Therms. | Therms, 
20,752,626 278,835 18,510,906 | 19,101,033 2965 








The following is the revenue account: 


Receipts. 
Sale of gas— 
Per meter (number in use, 117 
therm 


1055) at 88d. per 
Public lighting and under. contracts . 


» £652,309 1 4 








. . 18,924 15 6 
ee £671,233 16 10 
Rental— 
Meters (26,409) ee ee ee ee £9,133 8 0 
Stoves (106,989). . By la aa. 38,337 14 1 
Prepayment meters and fittings (90, 103) ° 53.799 8 5 
Maintenance of mantles and fittings ° 1.545 19 8 
oo 102,816 10 2 
Residual paae— 
Coke .. . ee woe oe) @ io ee 
Se aa oe ee ee 2 ee ee ee oe ee 5449 4 10 
. 2,557 19 1 


AR Or re aa ee ee ee ee 
Ammoniacal liquor and sulphate ofammonia . . 26,644 17 3 








3175739 11 7 
Miscellaneous receipts— 


Rent receivable. 


£625 6 1 
Transfer fees. 


84 12 6 





709 15 7 


£1,092,499 17 2 








Total receipts . . . 


Expenditure. 
Manufacture of gas— 

Coal and oil, including dues, carriage, erating. 
andtrimming. . 

Salaries of engineer and officers at “works 

Wages (carbonizing) ‘ 

Purification, including labour . 

Repair and maintenance of works and plant, mate- 
rials and labour (less £1731 os. rod. received for 
old materials), : ‘atin 20 se) SO 280 


£462,429 4 9 
14,714 12 2 
45,684 18 3 
7,213 19 6 








£665,900 16 6 


Profit sharing... + +e«e-+-ee 13,380 19 3 
Distribution of gas— 
Salaries and wages of officers (including rental 
clerks) . . 


Repair, maintenance, ‘and renewal of mains and 


£28,258 10 3 


services, material and labour | ea a fee 38,939 II 4 
Repair and renewal of meters . . 9 633 411 
ee és oe », Stoves ae At Ou ae 61,539 Oo 1 
‘a oe 9 +» Prepayment meters and 
fittings. . 1. . « « « 39.178 13 2 
Maintenance of mantles and fittings . . . . » 2,619 17 2 
—— 180,168 16 II 
Public lamps—lighting and peg. oe a 8,263 2 1 
Rent, rates, and taxes . 44,085 12 2 
Management— 
Directors’ allowance ... =. ++ «© « «© « £4,750 0 0 
Company's Auditors . . © e 150 0 0 
Salaries of Secretary, Accountant, ‘and clerks — 5.372 11 


Collectors’ salaries and commission 
Prepayment meter collection . 
Stationery and printing 

General charges. . .. + 


5,756 10 10 
17,132 7 7 
4345 ° 2 
10,947 II II 





48,453 12 5 
Baddebts . . te ae oe 632 14 § 
Law and parliamentary charges ° 460 8 
Superannuations and Allowances, and Workmen's 
Benefit Society, &c. a vet De ; 22,480 19 


Official officers, &c. 


a 471 15 
National Health and Unemployment Insurance ae 


7 

2 

4,823 16 8 
Total expenditure C) 
$ 


£989,722 91 
Balance carried to net revenue account 7 


eo 0 6 102,777 7 
£1,092,499 17 2 

Total wages paid in 1913, £119,010 

1924, £271,027 


Total salz aries paid in 1913, £22,976 

0 Pa 1924, £63,691 
The final statement is the balance-sheet, which gives the value of 
the stores in hand at the close of the year as follows: Coal, oil, &c., 
£552,805; coke and breeze, £15,448; tar, ammoniacal liquor, sul- 
phate of ammonia, &c., £12,193; sundry stores, £:60,979—total, 


£141,427. The figures a year ago were: Coal, oil, &c., £53,1493 





coke and breeze, £4111; tar, ammoniacal liquor, sulphate of am 
monia, &c., £514,876; sundry stores, £:56,776—total, £128,914. 
Midland Junior Gas Association.—The Association will hold 


a reunion dinner at the Imperial Hotel, Birmingham, on Thurs- 
day, March 12. Mr. J. Ferguson Bell, President of the Institu- 
tion of Gas Engineers, will be present and will speak during 
the evening. 


Boilers Heated by Gas Engine Exhaust.—As the result of a 
series of trials of a plant at the works of the John Cockerill 
Company, in Belgium—in which the exhaust gases from 4 
double-tandem internal-combustion engine of 7500 H.P., using 
blast-furnace gas, were led through the smoke tube s of a steam 
boiler, from which steam at 170 Ibs. per sq. in. was obtained 
and superheated to 158° C.—it was found that 15,862 Ibs. of 
steam were generated per hour. Even when the engine was 
developing only 268 u.p. the evaporation did not fall below 
14,307 Ibs. per hour. The steam produced can be employed 
to drive a turbine (when the total power is 
p.ct. at full load, 41°5 p.ct. at half load, o 
load); or it can be used for other purposes. 


increased 21°5 
79 p-ct. at quarter 
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ELECTRICITY SUPPLY MEMORANDA. 


(HERE are indications that the idea of closer relationships (on 
both the technical and economic sides) between the gas and elec- 





tricity industries has taken fairly strong root in the latter. 
It has been long getting established in 


Allies in Technical that quarter; but it is 


Practice. 


one of those 


things that must come if only by the 


force of circumstances, though we 
should prefer it to have its definite and material growth through 
the inteiligent appreciation and acceptance ot 
based upon and proved by technical practice. ihis is no new 
question. We remember well the Presidential Address to the in- 
stitution of Electrical Ingineers, in 1917, of Mr. C. ti. Word- 
ingham, C.B.k., whose loss many triends in the gas industry 
mourn. in that deliverance he strongly advocated the closer 
co-operation of the gas anu electricity industries. Lowards th 
end of that year or early in 1918, gas coke was introduced into 
important electric power stations in London—among others 
the London County Council station at Greenwich. From there 
the use of coke for electricity generation spread to Darlington, 
Manchester, and other provincial towns. Lhe experience then 
gained at the Stuart Street power station at Manchester no 
doubt led to the adoption of the patented ‘* Sandwich ”’ system 
at the new Barton power station in that city. Recently pub- 
lished data credit the station with an overall thermal etiiciency 
ot 20°74 p.ct. This figure probably refers to the use of coal 
alone as tuel; but experience and tests with equal quantities of 
coal and coke breeze tend to prove that enhanced results, from 


both the thermal and financial viewpoints, may be antici- 
pated. 


econoinic Value, 


Business association in direction 


Coke—Pulverized or may open up other relationships. 
Otherwise. the 


one 
kor 
moment, however, we are con- 
cerned with coke for boiler firing. In 
its use for that purpose, there is no need for tacking on to it 
something that 1s superfluous. If efficiency could be improved 
(without any attendant disadvantages) by what was done, and 
the improvement more than justified the expenditure of both 
money and time in giving it effect, then it would not be super- 
fluous. ‘The point occurs to us through some remarks made 
by Sir Max Muspratt (head of a very important branch of 
chemical industry) when proposing the toast of the ‘* Institution 
of klectrical Engineers ’’ at the annual dinner of the Mersey 
and North Wales (Liverpool) Centre of the Institution. As one 
deeply and materially interested in the chemical industry, Si: 
Max knows that the carkonization of coal is indispensable to 
that industry and to the world at large. Therefore nothing was 
more natural than that he should refer with approval to the 
suggestion that coal for steam raising should, if suitable, be 
first used for the production of gas; but he went on to say that 
afterwards the coke should be pulverized and burned—thus 
utilizing it to the best advantage. The ‘ Electrical Review,”’ 
in a comment on the speech, remarks that, ‘ assuming the 
coal is suitable for these processes, the combination is attrac- 
tive.’’ Further ‘‘ economy must be the keynote; and it may 
prove preferable to gasify the hot coke taken directly from 
the retorts rather than quench it and pulverize it when cold.”’ 
This looks as though our contemporary has not any definite 
view as to whether it would be more economical to use the 
coke in pulverized form or to gasify it, and consume the gas 
for steam-raising. Therefore its view that such questions call 
for investigation on the most broad-minded lines. However, 
Sir Max suggests the pulverization of the coke for steam-raising 
purposes. We disagree with him. Even if it were practicable, 
the pulverization would not produce additional economy; and 
this is proved by the well-established practice of the use of coke 
on the ‘* Sandwich ”’ system at electric power stations. The 
efficiency and evaporative duty are of such a character that 
the pulverization could not enhance the results; even if it did, 
it could not be to any appreciable extent. One of the chief 
advantages of the ‘‘ Sandwich ’’ system, from the economy 
standpoint, is that (instead of using high grade coal which is, 
as a rule, found necessary in order to maintain the boiler out- 
put when burned alone) relatively cheap coal slack can be em- 
ployed with similar effect by the system named. From the 
national point of view this, of course, is important, having 
regard to the large quantities of coal slack—estimated at 60 
to 70 million tons a year—which are at present buried in the 
mines. An accompanying question is that it might be worth 
while investigating whether advantage would not accrue to 
gas undertakings with a good demand for boiler fuel by utiliz- 
ing—instead of comparatively expensive coking coal—a_ non- 
coking slack in vertical retorts in order to produce coke or 
breeze suitable for use on mechanical stokers without breaking 
or grading. 
In this country there are some electrical 
Heating an Unwanted engineers who do not want a heating 
Load. 


load, and some of those with a sprink- 


ling of consumers who use electric 
heaters would, if there was an increase of the same order as in 
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the case of gas undertakings, wish to be relieved of the embar- 
rassment. Heating is a vagarious load during only six months 
of the year. The Hydro Electric Power Commission of Ontario 
have, according to the ‘* Electrical World,’’ taken a lead in 
abandoning the sale of electric heaters, and are endeavouring 
to bring to the minimum the heating of houses by electricity. 
The Commission are ceasing to stock electric heaters and 
grates; the reason being that the heaters put a purely seasonal 
demand on the system, making the consumption top heavy in 


winter. They manifestly intend to make effective the stoppage 
of the use of energy for the purpose. Not only have they 


dropped the sale of heaters, but they have put what the con- 
sumers regard as a prohibitive price on the energy. Low- 
priced units for a purpose which fluctuates violently during 
a short. period of the year, and consequently involves a large 
capital expenditure, cannot be deemed a profitable branch of 
the business. It is better to leave it to another agent which 
can stand a fluctuating demand without finding it irksome. 
The address that the Governor of the 
Gas Light and Coke Company (Mr. D. 
Milne Watson) made to the proprietors 
at their annual meeting (reported last week) contained several 
matters which will interest our electrical friends. Among them 
is the one that, since 1921, the Company have had an increase 
in the sale of gas of no less than 20 p.ct. 
to 6000 million c.ft. over a year. 


Some Facts. 


equal in quantity 
By far the greatest propor- 
tion of this increase has been due to the remarkable develop- 
ment in the spheres of cooking and heating, as well as for 
industrial purposes—iurnace work, &c. Since the year men- 
tioned, the increase in the number of cooking stoves and fires 
on hire and sold has been upwards of 200,000. A year ago, 
the Governor drew attention to the fact that the Company 
alone produced approximately in a year as much energy for 
light, heat, and power as is generated in the form of electricity 
by the whole of the electrical undertakings in Great Britain, 
This year he pointed to another aspect of the matter—viz., the 
revenue from the sale of gas, or, to put it another way, the 
cost to the consumer. For the vast quantity of heat units sup- 
plied by the Company last year for all purposes— 183,000,000 
therms—the consumers paid just over £,6,000,000. Were elec- 
tricity suppliers called upon to replace the use of this gas by 
electricity, it would mean that they would have to furnish a 
supply of more than 5000 million Board of Trade units; and if 
these units were to be sold at a total cost to the consumer of 
£,6,000,000, it would be necessary for the charge per unit to be 
in the neighbourhood of a farthing. We shall probably hear 
the old argument that electricity can be used with greater effi- 


ciency. Between the farthing and actual charges there is a 
good margin to the gas industry for anything that can be 
claimed in respect of efficiency by electricity. But the fact is 


that in regard to heating there are some applications in which 
the efficiency is higher by gas than by electricity ; and in other 
directions the difference between the number of thermal units 
supplied by gas is so far in excess of those supplied electrically 
for a given sum that the consumer economizes by patronizing 
the gas-derived units. There are several other points in the 
address of the Governor which our electrical friends may like 
to peruse. 


Edward B. Green had one of the 
prises of his life 


sur- 
Wayward Electricity. not long since when 

he was outside a tailor’s shop at Hack- 
ney. He happened to put his hand on the metal framework 
of the window, and he received such an electric shock that he 
was forced to seek medical aid. Of course, nobody expects 
electric current to be lurking about in window frames; and it 
was very wrong of it to be there on this occasion. It might be 
all right for preventing the maturing of the intentions of burg 
lars, but an ordinary pedestrian engaged in inspecting a win- 
dow ought not to be the subject of such unwelcome attentions. 
To cut a long story short, Mr. Green was awarded by Judge 
Bairstow at the Westminster County Court five guineas as a 
little solatium; and although the amount was under £10, 
the Judge certified for Counsel—Miss Rubens in this instance. 
There have also been of late several failures of supply. One 
failure of importance to a big industrial area Stalybridge, 
Hyde, Mossley, and Dukinfield—was noticed on p. 328 of the 
‘‘ JournaL” last week. Other collapses have occurred at Folke- 
stone and Kingston—the latter last Sunday week. The services 
were interrupted at certain churches, and at St. Peter's, Norbi- 
ton, the electrically operated organ blower was put out of 
action. For about two hours several streets were in darkness. 
Then it is observed that the ‘ safety ” of electricity has been 
further demonstrated (the ‘‘ Daily Telegraph”’ reports this) by a 
fire at the Hull Royal Infirmary, owing to the fusing of anelectric 
wire near the operating theatre. Some of the children in one 
ward were removed as a precaution; but fortunately the fire 
was extinguished in about half-an-hour. Last Wednesday a 
life-destroying disaster occurred at the ‘‘ Minister Stein *’ mine 
near Dortmund in the Ruhr. The disaster is attributed to an 
electric spark from a motor igniting firedamp. While the night 
shift men were leaving work at Fernhill Colliery level, Tre- 
herbert, on Friday morning, a live cable fell across a hand rail 
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used to assist the men in and out of the drift. 


As a result, two 
men were killed and two injured, 


The electrical industry should start an 
intensive campaign in the education of 
the public as to the sight dangers of 
using unshaded gasfilled and other forms of electric lamps. 
Better to lower the efficiency of the lamps as expressed by use- 
ful light in relation to energy consumption, and consume more 
current, than ruin the eyesight. There is no doubt that since 
the gasfilled lamp came into the field, damage to eyesight has 
increased. When people have spoken of these things, they 
have been attacked for their boldness, and have been told that 
the position has been improved. Our illuminating engineers 
talk openly of the matter at their meetings; the people who 
make protecting glassware advertise in the trade papers its 


Electric Ophthalmia. 


ESET iste oe eect 


| 
| 








NATIONAL GAS COUNCIL. 





Central Executive Board Meeting. 

‘The Central Executive Board of the National Gas Council 
met on Tuesday, Feb. 10, at No. 28, Grosvenor Gardens, S.W. 
In the absence of Mr. D. Milne Watson, the chair was taken 
by Alderman F. S. Phillips, J.P. (Vice-Chairman), 

Pustic Utitiry Companies (Carita Issues) Act, 1920. 

The Board were reminded that this Act expired on May 20, 
It was understood that it was not the intention of the 
Government to continue this Act. <A difficult situation had 
arisen inasmuch as doubt had been expressed as to the exact 
meaning of sub-section (2) of section 2 of the Act, which states 
that ‘* the expiration of this Act shall not affect the validity 
of anything done in pursuance thereof.’’ The Council were 
advised some years ago that the effect of this proviso was to 
sanction, after the expiry of the Act, the exercise of any of the 
powers to which the consent of the Board of Trade had been 
obtained. 


1925. 


Considerable doubt has now been expressed in many quarters 
as to whether this view is correct, and it appears that there 
is a possibility that the view. will be taken that powers which 
had not actually been exercised prior to May 20 next cannot 
be exercised thereafter. Should this construction of the clause 
in question prove to be a correct one, a serious position will be 
created for many companies who have obtained consents under 
this Act. 

Kaitway BILts. 

It was reported that the Council had perused the Bills which 
were being promoted this session. Where undertakings were 
likely to be affected, they had been communicated with and 
advised with regard to their position, with a view to a petition 
being lodged against the Bill in question. 

Raitway Rates. 

The judgment of the Court of Appeal in connection with the 
uppeal of the Railway Companies against the decision of the 
Railway Rates Tribunal with regard to the fixing of the basis 
upon which the standard net revenue of the Railway Com- 
panies is to be estimated under the Railways Act, 1921, was 
reported, Under the Railways Act, 1921, the Railway Rates 
Tribunal was set up for the purpose, inter alia, of fixing the 
rates, fares, and charges which the Railway Companies might 
levy upon the public. These charges are to be ‘‘ such as will, 
together with the other sources of revenue, in the opinion of 
the Rates Tribunal, so far as practicable yield, with efficient 


and economical working and management, an annual net 
revenue ’’ equivalent to the aggregate net revenues of the 
various Railway Companies in 1913. In computing their 


se 


revenue,”’ the Railway Companies endeavoured to include 
certain capital items. The Railway Rates Tribunal gave judg- 
ment against the Railways; and they appealed to the Court of 
Appeal. The traders pointed out that if the contention of the 
Railway Companies was upheld, they would be free to increase 
their capital without obtaining the authority of Parliament, by 
the simple expedient of expending money from revenue sources 
and thus increasing the net revenue which has to be raised by 
their charges from the users of the railway, including traders. 
The Court of Appeal upheld the contention of the traders. This 
decision is most satisfactory, because, had the contention of 
the Railway Companies been upheld, it would have largely 
increaséd the standard charges. 
MunicipaL AUTHORITIES AND THE GAS REGULATION ACT. 

At the request of the Board of Trade a small deputation of 
representatives of municipalities and other local authorities 
owning gas-works, who have not yet applied for an Order 
under section 1 of the Gas Regulation Act, are to appear at the 
Board of Trade on Wednesday, Feb. 25, for the purpose of dis- 
cussing the position. Alderman F. S. Phillips has, therefore, 
convened a conference of representatives of municipalities and 
other local authorities owning gas-works, who have not yet 
obtained an Order under section 1, to be held in’ London on 


efficacy as a preventive of eye trouble. But what is wanted 
is that these things should not only be talked about in elec- 
trical circles, but should be the subject of preaching and teach- 
ing among the people. In that direction there is comparatiy 
silence. Speaking at the annual meeting of the Greenock Ey« 
Infirmary, Dr. Gilchrist, ophthalmic surgeon, made no secret 
of increasing troubles. He stated deliberately that electric 
ophthalmia appears to be on the increase. He attributes this to 
exposure of the eyes to a bright electric flash, which seems in 
great part due to the predominance of the ultra-violet rays. 
He advised that those engaged near strong are lights shoul! 
have their eyes protected by smoked or coloured glass. Most 
people would prefer that protection should, with ordinary 
lights, be at the source. The interesting point, however, is the 
testimony of Dr. Gilchrist as to the increase of eye troubl 
through electric lamps. 








Feb. 24, the day before the deputation to the Board of Trade, 
in order to discuss the position and to elect members to form 
the deputation on the following day. 


PARLIAMENTARY EXPENSES AND ALLOWANCES INCOME-T x 
. Purposes. 

Special Orders made under the Gas Regulation Act nearly 
all contain a clause stating that all the costs, charges, and ex- 
penses of and incidental to the preparing, obtaining, and pass- 
ing of the Order, or otherwise in relation thereto, may be 
charged against revenue. When the time comes for computing 
the liability of the undertaking to income-tax, inspectors of 
taxes have generally refused to regard any of these expenses 
as permissible deductions, regardless of the section in ques- 
tion. 

The Council have made several attempts to obtain a ruling 
as to how the costs of Special Orders should be regarded when 
computing income-tax liability. The Board of Inland Revenue 
have only committed themselves to the following statement : 
“In so far as any such Special Order might be necessarily 
concerned with the maintenance of existing trading rights, or 
with variations in statutory charges, any portion of the costs 
in fact shown to be attributable directly to those purposes would 
be allowed, but subject to this qualification the costs would, in 
general, be disallowed.”’ 

Where gas undertakings appeal to the local commissioners 
of income-tax following upon the refusal of an inspector of 
taxes to allow the costs of Special Orders, the Council are 
asking them to have a transcript of the notes of the hearing 
made, and to obtain a statement from the commissioners as 
to whether their findings are ‘ findings of fact ’’ or ‘‘ findings 
in law.” 

In view of certain decisions of inspectors of taxes, which 
have come to the notice of the Council, it is felt desirable 
that every gas undertaking should appeal to the local commis- 
sioners when the inspector of taxes refuses to allow the costs 
of Special Orders, and it is advisable that the strongest pos- 
sible case should be prepared, with a view to preventing the 
position being prejudiced by an adverse decision. 

WarteR REGULATIONS REGARDING GEYSERS. 

It will be remembered that as a result of the action taken by 
the Metropolitan Water Board in definitely refusing to allow 
a geyser to be fixed to a main, ten users of water in the area 
of the gas undertakings affected had served upon the Metro- 
politan Water Board notice to amend clause 20 of the Regula- 
tions under the Metropolis Water Act of 1871. 

It was reported that the Metropolitan Water Board had com- 
municated with the Council’s solicitor, stating that they wer 
unable to concur in the amendment of the regulations pro- 
posed. The Water Board pointed out that an Advisory Com- 
mittee had been set up by the Ministry of Health who had 
issued a model specification of water pipes and fittings and 
had also indicated that the preparation of model by-laws was 
in hand. In view of these facts the Metropolitan Water Board 
stated that they considered it inexpedient to embark on 4 
public inquiry for the alteration of existing regulations. The 
reference to the Advisory Committee is hardly relevant, be 
cause the model specification of water pipes and fittings re- 
ferred to is not legally binding upon any water undertaking, 
and the model by-laws, which have not yet been issued, will 
not supersede the regulations of the Metropolitan Water 
Board. 

The Council’s solicitor has therefore communicated with the 
Metropolitan Water Board asking whether, pending the issue 
of model by-laws by the Ministry of Health, the Board will be 
satisfied with all the water pipes and fittings so far as they 
comply with the model specification of water pipes and fittings 
issued by the Ministry of Health. The Council are now await- 
ing the further reply of the Metropolitan Water Board on this 
subject. 


FOR 








Cornish Association of Gias Managers.—At the annual meeting 
of the Association held at Truro last week, Mr. F. R. G. Grant 
(Engineer and Manager of the St. Ives Corporation Gas 
Works) was unanimously re-elected President, and Mr. F. G. 
Kingwell (of Falmouth) Secretary, for the ensuing year. 
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A COKE COMPETITION. 








One Thousand Pounds in Prizes. 





COMPETITION OPEN TO THE GAS 
INDUSTRIES OF ALL COUNTRIES. 





THE SCHEME. 


HE Gas Industry has always taken a lead in protest- 

T ing against the use of raw coal as a fuel. It is con- 
vinced that the most efficient method of utilizing 
the national coal supply is in the production of Gas 
and Coke. 

Gas is undoubtedly the cleanest and most efhicient fuel for 
domestic and industrial purposes. The steady re- 
duction in the price of gas must result in its in- 
creased use. 

Coke is produced in the manufacture of gas, and is of 
primary importance in the economy of gas supply. 
Improved production, treatment, and sale of coke 
will not only increase revenue, but provide an ideal 
smokeless fuel for which there is an unlimited 
market, at present undeveloped. 

lt is generally realized that insufficient attention is being 
given to the production of Coke to meet the public 
demand for a solid smokeless fuel. In order to 

stimulate interest and activity among those directly 

the the Woodall- 

Duckham Companies have placed at the disposal 


* £1000 to be 


distributed as prizes for the best contributions on 


connected with Gas Industry, 


of the Editor of the ‘‘ GAs JOURNAL 


the various aspects of the problem. 


The Conditions of the Competition are as follows. 


The Competition will be divided into THREE 


SECTIONS : 
COKE PRODUCTION. 

SECTION I.—A paper dealing with the Manufac- 
facture of Coke of the most suitable qualities for 
Domestic and Industrial Purposes; as far as 

possible including the Cleaning and Blending of 

Coals, or Coals and Coke, their Carbonization, 

and the Quenching of the Coke—due regard 

being paid to the economic requirements of gas 
production and the value of the other secondary 


products. 


COKE PREPARATION. 
SECTION 


include 


IIl.—A paper on Coke Preparation, to 


Screening, Grading, Conveying, and 


Storing of Coke. 





SALE AND UTILIZATION OF COKE. 
SECTION III.—A paper on the 


and Use of Coke, both for Domesti 


Sale, Distribution, 

and Indus- 
trial Purposes, at Home or Abroad. 

he papers must be separate for each Section, but any 


competitor may enter for one or more Sections. 


PRIZES. 
The following Prizes will be awarded : 


SECTION I. 


First Prize ee sas ve. eee 

Second Prize 75 

Third Prize a or 50 

Twelve Prizes of aa 10 each. 
SECTION II. 

First Prize ‘ £100 

Second Prize ... bs cae 50 

Third Prize... al = 25 

Ten Prizes of ... ee tr 10 each. 
SECTION III. 

First Prize £100 

Second Prize 50 

Third Prize e = 25 

Ten Prizes of ... ° ... aaa 10 each, 


ADJUDICATING COMMITTEE. 
The following gentlemen nave consented to form a Com- 
mittee and to act as the Sole Judges of the Com- 


petition (their decision on all points will be final) : 


Mr. A. W. SMITH, General Manager and Secre- 
tary of the Birmingham Cor- 
poration Gas Department. 

Mr. W. B. LEECH, Engineer ol the Beckton Gas- 
Works, Gas Light and Coke 
Company. 

Mr. A. F. BEZANT, Editor of the ‘‘ GAs JouRNAL ”’ 


and Joint Managing Director, 
Walter King, Ltd. 
The Thousand Pounds placed in the hands of the Editor 
of the ‘‘ Gas JourNAL ”’ is to be distributed among 
Competitors at the absolute discretion of the Com- 
mittee. 
[See also next Two Pages. 
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NO RESTRICTION. 
The Competition is without any restriction, and is there- 
fore open to individuals, groups of individuals, and 
firms in Great Britain and Abroad. 


POINTS TO BE PARTICULARLY NOTED. 


Papers, Drawings, Photographs, &c., must not bear any 
means of identification other than a nom de plume ; 
but the Name, Address, and nom de plume of tie 
Competitor must accompany all such communica- 
tions ina SEALED ENVELOPE. This Envelope 
will not be opened until the Committee have made 
their type- 


decisions. Communications 


written and in English. 
The Competition will close on June 30, 1925. 


All Communications to be addressed : 


must be 


‘* Coxe Competition,’”’ 
Section I., I1., or III. (as the case may be), 
c/o THe Eprror, 
**Gas JOURNAL,”’ 
11, Botr Court, 


FLeer Street, Lonpon, E.C., 4. 


Mr. Bezant has agreed to act, not only as a member of 
the Committee, but as Organizer of the Competi- 
tion, and will give any further information required. 

The winning Papers will be published in the ‘‘ Gas 


JournaL,’’ and probably a volume containing a 


selection of the papers, or parts thereof, will be 
published later. 

The Prizes will be given for those papers which in the 
opinion of the Committee are likely to be of the 
greatest value to the Gas Industry and contribute to 
the solution of the smokeless fuel problem. Special 

consideration will be given to original ideas and 

suggestions. The awarding of a Prize will not in 
any way signify the approval of the Committee of 
any special plant that may be described. 

It is hoped that all those whe have specialized knowledge, 
whether 


individuals whole- 


or firms, will enter 
heartedly into this scheme, in order that all avdil- 
able experience may be pooled for the benefit of 


the Gas Industry and the Community. 


RULES. 
1—All Papers must be in English, and typewritten. 
2—There is no limitation as to the length of the contributions. 
3—No Paper must cover more than one Section of the Competi- 
tion, but Competitors may offer papers for each of the 
three Sections, and Rule 4 will apply to the individual 
Papers. 
4—Each Paper must be sent in a covering Envelope addressed : 
** Coke COMPETITION ” 
(Section I., II., or III.), 
c/o THe Epirtor, 
‘Gas JOURNAL,”’ 
11, Bott Court, FLEET STREET, 
Lonpon, E.C. 4. 

The envelope must not bear any name or mark by 
which the writer of the Paper can be identified. The 
paper must bear a nom de plume. Enclosed with each 
Paper must be a sealed envelope containing the full 
name, the nom de plume, and postal address of the writer 
of the Paper. The sealed envelope will not be opened 
until after the whole of the awards have been made by 


the Committee. The outside of the sealed envelope must 
only bear the nom de plume. 





5--Any Individual, Company, or Firm in any part of the World 
may submit papers. There may also be collaboration 
between two or more members of the staffs of any Gas 
Undertaking or Firm of Manufacturers or Contractors, 
In such an event, the names of the individuals collabo- 
rating should be given in the sealed envelope. 


6—In adjudicating upon the Papers, it is hoped that the awards 
will be the unanimous decision of the Committee; but in 
the event of this not occurring, the decision of two out of 
three will be adopted. 


7—The Copyright of all contributions (including Drawings, 
Photographs, &c.) will be vested in the ‘‘ Gas JoURNAL”’ 
for utilization in the interests of the Gas Industry in such 
form as may be determined by the Editor. Both in the 
publication of the awards and the subsequent use of the 
Papers, the nom de plume may (except in the case of 
First Prize winners) be maintained if the competitor or 
the competitors express their wish (in writing) to, con- 
tinue anonymity. 


8—All papers must be in the hands of the Editor of the ‘‘ Gas 
JOURNAL ”’ by Tuesday, June 30, 1925; but in view of the 
large amount of work that may be entailed by the adjudi- 


cation, it is hoped that Papers will be submitted as soon as 
completed. 


g—Should there be no Papers submitted of merit adequate to 
justify the Prizes in accordance with the scheme, the 
Committee reserve to themselves the right to withhold 
any allocation. Should, also, the number of Papers sub- 
mitted of real merit not reach the number provided for in 
the scheme of prize distribution, they will only allocate 
prizes to the extent to which they are justified in doing so. 
It is, however, hoped that there will be no need to take 
advantage of this protective rule. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES FOR COMPETITORS. 
THE subjects for the Competition have been arbitrarily divided 
as indicated in the Scheme as set out above. It is inevitable 


that, to some extent, these subjects should overlap. This does 
not matter. 


The objectives of the Competition may be taken as twofold 

1. To improve the financial position of the Gas Industry as a 
whole. 

2. To help to eliminate the smoke nuisance by the more ex- 
tended use of gas and coke. 


Any proposals which will have the effect of increasing the 
cost of the production of coke will defeat both the above olyec- 
tives, unless the price obtainable for the improved coke at least 
corresponds with the additional cost of production. It can 
safely be assumed that there is, from the point of view of the 
supplies of available coke, an unlimited market for a suitable 
free-burning smokeless fuel for use in domestic grates. 


Each Paper should be complete in itself, and Contributors, 
while endeavouring to attain conciseness in expression, should 
not sacrifice detail in order to attain brevity. 


SECTION I. 


It is necessary that contributors should bear in mind that the 
gas industry has to be taken largely as they find it. Carboniz- 
ing Systems in the full vigour of their life cannot be sacrificed, 
for economic reasons, in order that new types of coke shall be 
made. There is no doubt that any carbonizing system is cap- 
able of producing a satisfactory free-burning smokeless fuel if 
the right means are adopted. To this end, the Paper on Coke 
Production might conceivably include the following subjects : 

1. The quality of coals carbonized. 

2. The sizes of the coal carbonized. 

3. Methods of carbonization. 

4. The temperature at which carbonization shall take place, 

having regard to the characteristics of the coal. 
5. Blending of coals, and the blending of coal and coke. 
6. Methods of quenching. 


Section II. 


The Paper on Coke Preparation should treat of such ques 
tions as: 


1. Coke handling, indicating the economic value of various 
types of mechanical conveyance; the effect on the coke 
itself in the production of breeze; the applications of 
specialized plants under special conditions for special 
purposes ; particulars as to wear and tear; maintenance ; 
effect of capital cost on the cost of the coke, &c. 


2. Coke screening and grading, indicating the most economi- 
cal, efficient, and generally satisfactory forms of plants 
suitable for the various sizes of coke for which there | 
demand. This heading would naturally include the ques- 
tion of the advisability or otherwise of coke breaking—ts 
advantages and disadvantages. 
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3. The storage of coke. If by greater attention to coke pro- 
duction, preparation, and sale, there is a much increased 
demand for coke, the question of storage on works will, 
in a measure, have reduced importance. But suitable 
provision would have to be made, in the first place 
because, however much the demand for coke increases, 
there are always likely to be periods of depression ; and, 
in the second place, if domestic use and seasonal periods 
are taken into consideration, these would also necessi- 
tate coke storage accommodation in order to equalize 
prices as far as possible. Therefore, coke storage 
is worthy of consideration, and should be fully dealt 
with in the paper under Section II. Any facts and 
figures relating to the question of weathering, break- 
age, and moisture content, that can be included in the 
paper will be of considerable interest to the gas industry 
as a whole. , 


Section III. 


The section on the Sale and Utilization of Coke is perhaps as 
important as any. However good an article the works make, 
the producer is dependent very largely on the selling organiza- 
tion. Coke is not a competitor of gas. It is in every way 
complementary to gas. The Paper may conceivably include 
such questions as the following : 

1. The application of coke to the already existing domestic 

grate. 


2. The relative cost of heating compared with gas, coal, 


and electricity. This should also include a consideration 
of the efficiency of heating by means of coke. 

3. Sizes suitable for various purposes. 

4. The desirable characteristics of coke for various purposes ; 
and a detailed study of 


these characteristics, and how 
best to obtain them. 


wn 


A study of the best means of applying one or more of the 
available forms of potential energy to the most con- 
venient and economical heating of houses. 


6. Coke is of sufficient importance to justify an elaboration 
of the necessary selling organization, such as will con- 
duce to complete elimination of This 
tion should include a full description of a selling 
organization which would attain this end, on the assump- 
tion that the material to be sold is suitable for this pur- 
pose. Under this head the subject should be treated 
from a national, regional, and local point of view. 


stocks. sec- 


The business conditions of the gas industry are such as to 
encourage the maximum amount of collaboration among all 
undertakings. The pooling of knowledge and experience must 
be for the good of the producers themselves, and of still more 
advantage to those who have not developed to the same extent. 
The success of gas in a given area materially assists the pro- 
gress of gas undertakings in other areas; and if progressive 
engineers will look at these matters in this light, the competi- 
tion now inaugurated will bring an enormous amount of good 
to the industry as a whole- 














LEEK GAS-WORKS RECONSTRUCTION AND EXTENSION. 





Opening Ceremony and Inaugural Luncheon. 


A GATHERING of engineers from various parts of the country, and others prominently associated with the 
gas industry, took place on Tuesday of last week at Leek, on the occasion of the formal opening of the 
important improvements and part reconstruction (including the installation of Glover-West vertical retorts 
of the Urban District Council Gas-Works which were described. and illustrated on pp. 3354-6 of the last 


issue of the “ JOURNAL.” 





Among the large number present at the opening ceremony 
were Mr. James Rhead (Chairman of the Council), Mr. G. H. 
Wilson (Vice-Chairman), Mr, W. A. Furmston (Chairman of 
the Lighting Committee), Mr. R. H. Ginman (Engineer), and 
Mr. E. Hunt (Assistant Engineer), together with most of the 
members of the Council and officials, Mr. J. Ferguson Bell 
(President of the Institution of Gas Engineers), and Mr. 
William Bromfield (M.P. for the Leek Division). 

After being welcomed at the offices by Mr. Rhead, the com- 
pany proceeded to the works, where he performed the first part 
of the ceremony by opening the new exhauster house. The 
party then went on a tour of inspection, in the course of which 
the Vice-Chairman put into action the lip-bucket conveyor tc 
supply coal to the bunkers of the vertical retorts ; the Chairman 
of the Lighting Committee following this up by opening one 
of the valves supplying coal to the retorts. Lt.-Col. L. J. 
Worthington (a member of the Lighting Committee), at 
another stage, opened a door of one of the coke extractor 
chambers. Finally the coal-handling plant from the railway 
siding to the central storage hopper was inspected. 

Subsequently the Council and visitors sat down to luncheon 
in the Swan Hotel, Leek; the Chairman of the Lighting 
Committee presiding. 


After the Loyal Toast, 

Mr. J. Ferauson BELL, President of the Institution of Gas Engi- 
neers, proposed ‘*‘ The Leek Urban’ District Council.’? The Leek 
people, he said, were well served by their Urban District Council. 
The lack of continuity of policy which was so often found in muni- 
pal authorities through members serving only short periods did 
ot apply to Leek, for the three gentlemen beside him—the Chair- 


( 





man and Vice-Chairman of the Council and the Chairman of the 
Lighting Committee—had periods of service of 16, 15, and 16 years 
respectively. This spoke volumes fos the town. It 
thing in municipalities that men of such ability and business ex 
perience were prepared to come forward and give of their services 
on behalf of their towns. 


was a great 


Mr. RHEAD touched on the history of the gas undertaking, and 
described its development as marvellous. They often heard that 


electricity was going to oust gas; but their own electricity and gas 
concerns were both prospering. He himself did not think the fur 
ther development of electricity would harm the gas industry 

Mr. WILSON said that at his first Council meeting, 15 years ago, 
he had voted for the amalgamation of the Gas and Electricity Com 


mittees. Since that time the concerns had prospered; and_ the 
Committee, for the last 12 years under the Chairmanship of Mr 
Furmston, had never looked back. 


Mr. G. S. Frith (President of th 
Engineers) proposed the next toast, which was that of ** The Leek 
Gas Undertaking.’’ They had only to look at the chart of produ 
tion and statistics of the Leek undertaking to see what had been 
done. It recorded progress all along the line, with the exception 
of one fall in the war period. This very fine tribute to the 
Committee and their Engineer. Having been over the gas-works, 
he could appreciate the difficulties Mr. Ginman had had to contend 
with during the past twelve months. It was task to 
dismantle a works and maintain the supply at the same time, espe 


Manchester Institution of Gas 


was a 


not an easy 


cially when there was an increase in demand. He thought that, 
when they had completed the scheme, they would be able to reduce 
the price of -gas still further. With the favourable state of their 
capital account, and the saving in wages, they would be in a very 
good position. As for the question of gas or electricity, he con- 
sidered that gas would always be the “top dog.’’ It was the 
cheapest fuel one could obtain. On the figures for Leek itself 








404 


it was clear that they were paying several times as much for their 
current as they were for gas. 
asset in their plant. 

Mr. FURMSTON, responding, expressed his appreciation of the way 


The Council possessed a very fine 


in which the toast had been proposed and honoured. Leek was 
different from the majority of towns in that it had only one Com- 
mitte to manage both lighting coneerns, As a Lighting Coin- 
mittee, they were anxious to further the interests of both gas and 
electricity. Tle thought they would all admit that they had a most 











up-to-date works, and no one knew better than he what an excellent 
engineer they had in Mr. Ginman. Since he had to Leek, 
he had improved the beyond all recognition; and he 
(Mr. Furmston) was glad to take this opportunity of stating publicly 
how much the Lighting Committee appreciated his splendid  ser- 
vices, his zeal, and his invariable courtesy to the Committee and all 
consumers. Unfortunately, Mr. Ginman during the last month or 
two had been in indifferent health, and he was sure they all wished 


come 
gas-works 


him a speedy recovery. As regards the gas undertaking, he could 
assure them that the Committee would continue to do all 


they 
could to develop it in the best interests of the town and of the con- 
sumers. In conclusion, he spoke of the courtesy extended to them 














by the contractors—from Alderman Fred West, whom they were 
delighted to honour as Lord Mayor of Manchester, down to the 
humblest workman. 

Mr. GINMAN also replied, expressing his pride at seeing such a 
successful inauguration of the reconstructed gas-works. The results 
for the past five weeks, he considered, were very satisfactory. In 


that period they had obtained a yield of 18,259 c.ft. per ton, which 
showed an increase of go p.ct. A waste-heat boiler gave them 
nearly all the steam they required, and the surplus was produced 
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by a gas-fired boiler. This had also enabled them to cut down 
labour, while at the same time allowing the men employed the 


best conditions that it was possible to obtain. In those five weeks 


the production had increased by 17°4 p.ct., with a 12°3 pet. de- 
crease in wages, and the quality of the gas was only reduced from 
407 B.Th.U. to 463 B.Th.t per eft. The scheme inaugurated that 
dav had been in his mind. since 1914, but owing to the war they 
had been unable to move in the matter until 1923. 


Mr. ‘T. Biren (a member of the Lighting Committee) proposed 
‘The Contractors." They had visited towns where the Glover- 
West vertical retorts had been installed; and after the satisfactory 


reports received they had been convinced of their advantages. 

Mr. ERNEST WeEsT replied, stating that great credit was due to 
the Engineer and officials for having maintained the supply in the 
district during the progress of the work. The works, he 
handed over to them in February, 1924, and gas-making commenced 
on Nov. 10. The fact that the results already obtained exceeded the 
rreat testimony to the ability of the staff 


said, were 


contract guarantee was a 


in the handling of the plant They would no doubt agree that the 
system showed a great advance in the scientific carbonization of coal, 
and they had every confidence that they would not only maintain 
their present results, but still further improve them. 

Mr. West then presented Mr. Rhead and Mr. Furmston with 


pieces ol plate, inscribed, as mementoes of the occasion 

Mr. J. W. SWINDELLS proposed ** The Visitors,” and Mr. Mackay 
(Chief Engineer, Stoke-on-Trent), Mr. Mitchell (Chief Engineer, 
Blackburn), Mr. Prince (Skipton), Mr. Buckley and Mr. Savers 
(Manchester) replied. All spoke highly of the reconstructions car- 
ried out, and of the vertical retort method, and congratulated thy 
Engineer on his achievement. 


Later, a presentation of 4/25, and a copy of a resolution r 
cording the Council’s congratulations and appreciation, was 
made to Mr. E. Hunt, Assistant Manager, who has been in 
the service of the Council for fifty years. 


PROF. BOYS AND THE DUDDELL MEMORIAL 
MEDAL. 





ago made 
‘ 


to readers of the * JourRNAL ’? that the Council of the Physical 
Society of London had 


Some wecks the interesting announcement was 


decided unanimously to award the 
Second Duddell Memorial Medal to Prof. C. Vernon Boys, 
F.R.S., whose calorimeter has made his name a_ household 
word throughout the gas industry. The award is ‘ for the 
advancement of knowledge by the invention or design of 
scientific instruments or by the discovery of materials used in 
their construction.” 

It had been arranged that the presentation should take place 
at the annual general meeting of the Society last Friday even 
ing; but when the members had assembled in the Physics 
Theatre of the Imperial College of Science and Technology, 
South Kensington, the President (Mr. F. E. Smith, C.B.E., 
F.R.S., Director of Research to the Admiralty) said he had 
with regret to read a letter from Prof. Boys, who wrote : = 7 
am greatly disappointed at being unable to be present to-day 
to receive at your hands the Duddell Medal. A fortnight ago 
I was caught by influenza, or something like it.” Though 
fortunately better now, the stormy weather had made it desir- 
able for him to remain indoors. 

In these circumstances, continued the President, the Council 
had decided that the award of the medal should take place at 
an early date—probably at the next meeting of the Society, 
if Prof. Boys had sufficiently recovered by then. 








Mond Gas Power Plant. 


The power supply for the works of the National Gas Engine 
Company, Ltd., at Ashton-under-Lyne, is derived from a gas 
plant supplied by the Power Gas Corporation, Ltd., of Stockton- 
on-Tees. The installation, illustrated particulars of which 
appeared in the ‘f Iron and Coal Trades Review ” for the oth 
inst., comprises a Mond bye-product recovery producer plant 
gasifying local bituminous coal and generating gas which is 
used in eight ‘ National ’? gas engines of a total capacity of 
2500 B.H.P. The original plant was put down fourteen years 
ago; but when the Power Gas Corporation’s new low-tempera- 
ture process was developed, it was decided to modify two of 
the producers. The main advantages of this new system are 
claimed to be increased calorific value of the gas, reduced steam 
consumption, and greater tar production. The sulphate of 
ammonia recovery remains about the same as with the older 
plant. Figures of cost which accompany the description are 
based upon a continuous running load, and not upon the pre- 
sent running conditions at the works; the nature of the opera- 
tions obliging the plant to be worked more or less irregularly, 
and so not with the highest efficiency. The running estimate 
for a 3000 B.H.P. Mond gas plant (with a load of 2500 B.H.P.), 
for a week of 168 hours, before allowing for sale of bye-products, 
is £341; the gas produced being 27 million c.ft., of a calorific 
value of 145 B.Th.U. The credit for sulphate of ammonia and 
tar products comes out at £7118, making the net running cost 
per week £222. This gives a cost of 1'98d. per 1000 c.ft. of 


Mond gas of 145 B.Th.U. value. 
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THE INSTITUTION OF GAS ENGINEERS. | 


Council Meeting. 


\ Meeting of the Council held at No. 28, Grosvenor 
Gardens, Westminster, on Monday, Feb. 9, when there were 
present Mr, J. Ferguson Bell (President, in the Chair), Messrs. 
Charles KF. Botley and John Wilkinson, O.B.E. (Vice-Presi- 
dents), 11. D. Madden, J. M. Campbell, J. W. M‘Lusky, C. S. 
Shapley, C. Dru Drury (Ordinary Members of Council), E. F. 
Keable (astern Counties Association), W. E. Caton (Midland 
Association), James Campbell (North British Association), S 
Shadbolt (North of England Association), L. J. Langford 
(Southern Association), W. Clark Jackson (Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire District Institution), Samuel Tagg and ‘Ty. -lardie 
(Past-Presidents), and W. KE. Price (Hon. Secretary). 

expressions of regret at absence were received from Messrs. 
. EK. Blundell, W. J. Smith, J. Wesley Whimster, 
Pooley, Harold Davies, James D. Smith, D. 
Langford, and John Terrace. 

The minutes of the previous meeting held in London were 
confirmed and. signed. 


Was 


llubert 
H. Helps, P. N. 


By special resolution it was agreed by acclamation that, con- 
sent to nomination having been received, His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales be elected an Honorary Life Member of 
the Institution. 

It was also resolved that the Rt. Hon. The Lord Mayor of 
Manchester, Alderman Fred West, C.B.E., and the President 
of the Canadian Gas Association be nominated for election 
Honorary Members of the Institution at the annual meeting. 

In response to the request of the Executive Committee of the 
International Gas and Water Exhibition which is to be held 
at Padua in June next, it was resolved that the President of 
the Institution be appointed a Member of the Honorary Com- 
mittee of the Exhibition. 

\ letter was received from the British Engineering Stan- 
dards Association reporting that agreement had been arrived 
at by the Sectional Committee on Pipe Flanges on a proposal 
submitted by the Society of British Gas Industries and the-In- 
stitution of Gas Engineers. The matter to the 
Joint Committee of those two bodies. 

Correspondence with Mr. Reginald Clarry, M.P., on the 
action he was taking in the House of Commons on the subject 
of coal conservation was read, and arrangements were made 
for furnishing him with all the information he might desire 
in bringing the subject before the House. 

The report of the Sub-Committee on Portable Photometers 
of the British Engineering Standards Association received 
from the Institution’s representative—Mr. J. G. Clark—was 
communicated, in which reference was made to the fact that 
inquiries have revealed a number of defects in the instruments 
in common use at the present time for the measurement of 
illumination in factories, workshops, business premises, &c 
The Sub-Committee are continuing this investigation. 

The President reported having attended, on behalf of the 
Institution, the Jubilee Celebrations of the 


as 


was referred 


University of 


Leeds ; the annual dinner of the Institution of Mechanical Engi- 
neers; a meeting of the Institution of Electrical Engineers at 


which he presented from the Institution of Gas Engineers a 
presidential certificate; and a meeting of the Council of the 
British Refractories Research which 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

The replies which had been received to the Birmingham 
Medal Circular were reported, all of them being warmly in 
favour of the Council’s nomination of Dr. Charles Carpenter, 
C.B.E., for this distinction; and it was resolved by acclama- 
tion that the medal be awarded to him, and presented at the 
forthcoming annual meeting of the Institution. 

The President reported that Dr. Carpenter, having con- 
sidered the invitation of the Council to be nominated as Presi- 
dent for the year 


Association, was held at 


1925-26, had expressed his extreme regret 
that, acting on medical advice, he had been most reluctantly 
obliged to decline the proffered honour, which he sincerely ap- 
preciated, 

The the following members of the Institution, 
Which had occurred since the last meeting of the Council, was 
reported, and the sympathy of the Council was suitably ex- 
pressed : Messrs. C. D. Cawthra, of Halifax, Charles Franks, 
of London, John Lewis, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, and Thomas 
Watson, of Rushden. 

\pplications for admission to membership of the Institu- 
tion were considered; and it was resolved that the following 
candidates be approved for the ensuing ballot : Messrs. Robert 
Henry Barnard (Wantage), Tames Wilson Beveridge (Troon), 
Leonard Birchmore (Louth), Falconer Moffat Birks (Beckton), 
Walter Armitage Dearden (Johnstone), Hans Ferdinand Sahl- 
berg (Helsingfors), and Kenji Sato (Tokio), for the class of 


decease of 


Member; Edward Holford Hart (Romford), Jack Parrett 
(Exeter), John Hunter Rioch (Inverness), Patrick Joseph 
Sheehan (Cork), and Cecil Hadlow Woodfine (Wellington, 


Salop), for the class of Associate Member; Sidney Fleminger, 
F.C.S. (London), for the class of Associate. 
The following were admitted as students of the Institution : 





Messrs. Terence Henderson Madden (Cardiff), Alex. George 
Skinner (Redhill), Alex. Stuart Grime (Brentlord), and Ben- 
jamin Thorpe (luddersfield). 

The programme for the forthcoming annual 
is to be held in the Great Hall of the L[nstitution of Civil Eyyi- 
neers, opening on Tuesday, June g, was completed. 

It was reported that information had been received from the 
Ministry of Health that the Minister will be prepared to 
sider the application from any local authority whose 
are subject to Government audit, and who own a under- 
taking, for sanetion for the payment of the reasonable ex- 
penses of two delegates in attending the annual meeting of the 
Institution, of whom one should be the gas engineer. 

Consideration was given to a letter received from the Ameri- 
can Gas Association submitting a copy of a proposed publication 
by the United States Bureau of Standards, in which reference 
is made to the research 
gation Committee of the 


meeting, which 


bb) 


con 
accounts 


Kas 


work carried out by Investi- 


the (ans 
Institution of Gas Engineers. 

\ letter was read from Prof. Cobb, who supervises the work 
of this Committee, which is being conducted at the University 
of Leeds, stating that the findings of the Bureau of Standards 
corresponded with those of the Gas Investigation Committee. 
It was resolved that the publication be returned with expres- 
sions of thanks for the courtesy of the 
tion in submitting it. 


American Gas Associa- 
\n interim report of the Refractories Joint Committee was 
submitted in which recommendations for the amendment. of 
the Standard Specification are put forward. These had _ refer- 
ence to refractoriness safety test and to refractoriness squatting 
test. It was agreed that the recommendations be accepted and 
adopted. It was decided that the Institution should increase 
its annual subscription to the British Refractories Research 
Association to the sum of 4, the next five years, in the 
event of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research 
agreeing to support the Association. The names of Mr. 
T. F. E. Rhead, M.Sc., of Birmingham, and Mr. W. ‘T. Gard 
ner, of London, have been added to the Refractories Research 
Joint Committee. 
The report of the 


250 for 


Wrought-Iron Tubing Inquiry Committee 
was presented, in which reference was made to a communica- 
tion prepared by them for submitting to the 
Institution at the forthcoming annual meeting. This was ap- 
proved; and on the recommendation of the Committee it was 
resolved to engage the services of a metallurgist in connection 
with the drafting of a specification for wrought-iron. 

The interim 


members of the 


report of the Heat Engine and Boiler Trials 
Tabulation Committee of the Institution of Civil Engineers, 


on which the Institution of Gas Engineers is represented, was 
received. It gives particulars of the organization of the 


work 
of the Committee, codes for 


of reciprocating 
engines, and steam turbines, gas engines, and gas producer 
and heavy oil Investigations undertaken by the 
Committee include work relating to standards of comparison 
in connection with heat-engine efficiencies. In order to avoid 
duplication, the Committee propose to accept where possible 
the findings of other Committees engaged in the investigations 


use in the case 


engines. 


affecting the testing of steam generating plant and heat engines 
Thus they have adopted the report of the Steam Standards 
Committee of the Institution of Petroleum Technologists with 
reference to testing the physical properties of oil 
lubricants. The Committee 
the Fuel Research 


dards 


and 
with 


fuels 
are also in 
Board and the 
Association in connection with 


communication 
British Engineering Stan- 
the analysis of 
the nomenclature of steam prime movers respectively. 

The report of the Advisory Committee on Education was re 
ceived, in which the resignation of Mr. J. Wesley Whimster, 
of Bath, on medical grounds, from the position of Examiner 
in Gas Supply, was communicated. The Council accepted 
this resignation with regret, and expressions of acknowledg- 


coal and 


ment of services rendered by Mr. Whimster during his occu- 
paney of the Examinership. It was agreed that Mr. R Rox- 
burgh, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, be appointed to succeed him, 


and that Mr. George Keillor, of Greenock, be appointed as an 
additional Examiner in Gas Supply. 

Final revision of the Regulations of the Institution's Exami- 
nations in Gas Engineering and Gas Supply, of the City and 
Guilds of London Institute minor 
and of the Institute's programme 
tings, were approved. — 

It was reported that, on the recomm«e ndation jointly of the 
Finance Committees of the National Gas Council and the In 
stitution, the National Council had resolved to make 
a grant to the Institution for operating and developing the 
Education Scheme of a 


those 
svllabuses in 


courses in subjects, 


and Gas Fit- 


Gas 


sum of £- 500 in respect of the vear 


1924, and the same sum for the present year, and that the 
matter would be further considered later on. 
It was reported that a Committee of Advice for Scotland 


and a Committee of Advice for Wales had been appointed, 
with the object of assisting students in those countries desiring 
to enter for the examinations of the Institution. 

The report of the Joint Committee of the National Gas 
Council, the British Commercial Gas Association, and the In 
stitution of Gas Engineers on the question of standard tests 
for gas cookers was presented, in which it was stated that 
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arrangements had been made for tests to be carried out where- 
by the method arrived at by the Institution Committee would 
be tried. The recommendations of the Joint Committee of 
these three bodies on the subject of the possibility of preserving 
the Murdoch house and gasholder were considered, and ap- 
proved; it being agreed that in all the circumstances which 
had been adduced, the subject should be allowed to drop. 

The audited accounts of the Institution for the year 
ended Dec. 31, 1924, were presented, accepted, and adopted, 
as was also the report of the Finance Committee on that sub- 
ject and other matters. 
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It was resolved that the President and Senior Vice-Presi- 
dent‘be appointed to represent the Institution on the Committee 
of the Shipping Engineering and Machinery Exhibition, 192s. 

On the proposal of the President, it was agreed that arrange. 
ments be made for establishing in connection with the Institu- 
tion an Information Bureau for the assistance of those mem- 
bers out of employment. 

An intimation was received from the Wales and Monmouth. 
shire District Institution that Mr. J. H. Canning, O.B.E., 
had been appointed district member of Council for the year 
1925-26 to represent that Institution. 











CHEAP POWER PRODUCTION. 


Author’s Reply to the Discussion at Chelmsford. 


The following is Mr. J. G. Walthew’s reply to the discussion 
on the paper dealing with ‘‘ Cheap Power Production ’’ which 
he read on the 5th inst. before the Chelmsford Engineering 
Society. Extracts from the paper, with a report of the dis- 
cussion, appeared on pp. 340-43 of last week’s issue of the 
‘* JOURNAL.”’ 

He (the author) was glad to have Mr. Seabrook’s confirmation 
about the advantages of the horizontal engine over the vertical typ¢ 
of gas engine in electricity stations, also to note his appreciation of 
the gas-oil or convertible engine. Regarding the 4d. per therm, which, 
for comparative costs, had been assumed as the price of gas supplied 
to the engines, he was pleased to have confirmation of its being a 
fair price, and one which was in actual use to-day with jointly-owned 
undertakings. The whole point about using town gas in a com- 
bined station of this sort depended entirely on a reasonable price for 
gas; and the town gas suppliers must realize that this was a fine 
opportunity of making good the loss of consumption in other direc- 
tions. They had to face the problem of producing cheaper gas. The 
oil engine to-day would give power at a price equivalent to that of 
the gas engine using town gas at 1s. per 1000 C.ft. 

Some very pertinent questions had been raised by Captain Sankey. 
As regards the extension of existing gas mains in rural districts, to 
supply gas for small electricity stations, he considered that the elec- 
tricity works should adjoin the gas-works. With regard to parallel 
running with gas alternator sets operating on suction producer gas, 
it was necessary to mix the gases because, with several producers 
supplying gas into one common main, the gas must vary a little 
in quality. To provide a large gasholder for mixing purposes was 
costly, and not always convenient; but a satisfactory mixing was 
assured by means of suitable piping arrangements with take-off 
pipes from one common bus-main. Captain Sankey referred to the 
easier method of altering the length of the connecting rod to vary 
the compression pressure; but this plan was not satisfactory. There 
was need of a special piston for the oil engine to give a compression 
pressure around 350 lIbs., whereas with gas the compression need 
not exceed 150 lbs. per sq. in. There was also another reason, and 
this was because the piston rings tended to cause a slight ridge at the 
back end of the liner. With a separate gas piston and oil piston, 
each was so designed that the position of the back ring would be 
the same in each case when working in the liner; so that, should 
any ridge exist, it would not be overrun by the replace piston. A 
further point was that, with the Crossley oil engine, the piston head 
was of special shape to ensure turbulence. With regard to fuel con- 
sumption cost with town gas, the figure o*59d. per unit was for 
full load working, and allowed for gooo B.Th.U. net consumption 
per B.H.P. hour. The fuel figure in Table A, 0°756d. per unit, 
assumed two engines (out of four) working at half-load, and was 
calculated at 11,250 B.Th.U. per B.H.P. hour. These figures were 
correct for the type of gas engines referred to. Captain Sankey also 
suggested that, notwithstanding claims made for the horizontal con- 
struction, there must be some reason for the vertical type. The ques- 
tion was not easy to answer in a few words; but he thought that 
the early development of the multi-cylinder gas engine took place on 
vertical lines mainly to cheapen the cost of units by using high-speed 
direct-coupled dynamos. It was not until some years later that the 
multi-cylinder horizontal gas engine was developed, and experience 
had since shown them greatly superior to the vertical, for reasons 
stated in the paper. The gas-oil or convertible engine was also manu- 
factured in the horizontal type; and this was almost impossible with 
the vertical. He considered that certain preference for the vertical 
shown by electrical engineers arose from their being associated with 
stations where vertical steam sets were installed, and because they 
did not yet fully realize the advantages of the horizontal type. 

Mr. Beer had referred to the need for stand-by plant with internal 
combustion engines, and he fully agreed as to that, but experience 
had shown that the horizontal town gas engine required the least 
amount of stand-by plant. He agreed that, as regarded load factor 
and price per therm, both were debatable; but those taken were at 
least a basis for comparison of the working costs for each class of 
unit referred to. 

Allusion was made by Mr. Dann to the obsession about super-power 
stations and the possibilities of cheaper electricity by economy of com- 
bined stations. He fully agreed, and was glad Mr. Dann drew special 
attention to the saving effected by joirt undertakings. 

Mr. Bass had given figures showing the absolute reliability of the 
‘* Premier ’? multi-cylinder horizontal gas engines at Messrs. Hoff- 
man’s Works; and he had no doubt that, had the fuel and other 
cost figures been given, these would have shown equally satisfactory 
results. In this case the size of the plant was such as to justify 
sulphate of ammonia recovery at the gas-making plant. When it 


was considered that these six 500-B.H.P. gas-engine sets ran day and 
night on producer gas from bituminous fuel, this fact spoke extremely 
well for the handling of gas-making plant and engines. The figures 
testifying to the extremely small percentage of involuntary stoppages 
must surely convince any sceptic about the reliability of gas engines 
in power stations. 

Mr. Tilley had also referred to the need of cheap town gas, if 
electricity were to be produced from it at a reasonable figure. 

Mr. Johnson asked about refuse fuel plants using wood waste, & 
A passing reference was made to this in the paper; but as refuse 
fuel was available only in exceptional cases, the matter was really 
outside the scope of the paper. Ue (the author) would be the last 
to discourage the use of refuse fuel plants. In regard to costs given 
in Table A, the capital costs of town gas-works plant or any exten- 
sions were certainly not included. If it became a question of installing 
gas-works plant solely for making gas for electrical generation, then 
obviously it was not an economical proposition. 

Reference had been made by Mr. Gibbons to the serious disadvan 
tages incidental to the super-power station; and he had answered cer- 
tain questions that arose in connection with floor space and head 
room for gas engines. 

Mr. Buyers asked which was the largest gas engine working in this 
country on town gas? He (the author) was not sure, but thought 
that perhaps the Sheffield Gas Company's engines B.H.P.—at 
Neepsend were the largest. The 1too0-KW. station referred to in 
Table A was not suggested as being exactly suitable for Chelms- 
ford; it was merely taken as being fairly representative of the average 
requirements of an electricity station in the British Isles. There was 
no sacrifice in economy by the gas-oil or convertible engine, provided 
that special pistons as advocated were adopted. There was no reason 
against working half the sets in the station on town gas and half 
on oil fuel. This would depend entirely on conditions; but he 
thought it clearly showed the flexibility of the convertible engine as 
described. With reference to Mr. Buyers’ further question about the 
Sheffield Gas Company, he understood that the town gas sets were 
the last sets to be installed, and after gaining working experiencé 
of the cost of running the rotary converter and balancing steam set 
at their other works. Possibly no further comment was necessary. 


500 


A vote of thanks to the author terminated the proceedings. 








Wales and Monmouthshire Junior Gas Association.—A meeting 
of the Association will take place next Saturday at the offices 
in Bute Terrace of the Cardiff Gas Light and Coke Company, 
when Mr. R. G. Shadbolt, of Birmingham, will deliver an ad- 
dress on ‘ Lines of Thought and Action.’? The time of 
assembling is 5.45. 


Art in Industry.—Realizing the value of good advertising, 
as distinct from just advertising, the Gas Light and Coke 
Company have published some delightful blotters for distribu- 
tion to consumers. The one for February, which we have 
before us, has on the blotter side a calendar for the month, 
and on the other a most intriguing illustration of the coal 
unloading stage at Beckton. Underneath are a few interesting 
facts relating to the largest gas station in the world. 


International Exhibition at Padua.—This exhibition of the 
gas and water industries will be held at Padua during June. 
The programme is divided into three sections. In the first 
section are grouped technical, professional, and commercial 
associations, federations, unions, syndicates, &c.; section 2 is 
devoted to the water industry; while section 3 deals with gas. 
The last-named section is mapped-out as follows: Mining: in- 
dustry and products of the mine; coal importation; gantries 
and mechanical discharge of ships; automatic weighing and 
wagon filling; raw fuel in the gas-works; mechanical dis 
charge, weighing, crushing, elevating, transporting, &c.; pre- 
serving coal in store, and prevention of spontaneous combus 
tion; general gas-works plant—grates, producers, purifiers, 
holders, &c.; light oil recovery; works control—calorimeters, 
manometers, apparatus for gas and coal analysis; mains and 
sub-stations (syphons, valves, &c.); service pipes, connections, 
fittings, &c.; low-temperature carbonization; bye-products— 
coke, tar, ammonia, cyanides, &c.—and their working up; 
domestic and industrial appliances; public and private light- 
ing ; industrial applications for heating and motive power ; com 
pressed gas for transport and industrial applications; effect of 
stray electric currents on mains and services—their prevention 
or neutralization; protective devices for workmen; technical, 
industrial, and commercial bibliography; and propaganda 
The following is the address for correspondence : Mastra Gas 
Acqua, Padova, Palazzo della Borsa. 
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“ COLUMBUS ” COKE SEPARATOR AT THE 
TRADESTON GAS-WORKS, GLASGOW. 


In view of the increasing cost of coal and scarcity of suitable 
builders’ material, a demonstration witnessed by our represen- 
tative, on the 6th inst., at the Tradeston Works of the Glasgow 
Corporation Gas Department proved absorbingly interesting 
and instructive. Further, we understand that, though the 
merits of the ‘‘ Columbus ”’ patent coke separator are generally 
known and recognized in England and on the near Continent, 
this was the first public exhibition of the plant in Scotland. 

Subsequent to the recovery of coke from discarded furnace 
ashes by means of this ingenious plant, the clinker or slag 50 
separated and freed from the friable substance was treated by 
Messrs. Winget & Co.’s labour-saving machines, which con- 
verted it into concrete slabs, blocks, and bricks. Thus two 
distinctly different sets of machinery were shown producing 
valuable marketable commodities from what had hitherto been 
regarded as waste. 

Through the courtesy of the Jet Coke Company, Ltd., who 
are the proprietors of the ‘‘ Columbus ”’ patent coke recovery 
plant for Scotland and Northern Ireland, we are able to give 
the following description of this process: The ‘*t Columbus ’ 
separator provides an entirely automatic means of reclaiming 
unburnt coke from furnace residues, by the aid of the difference 
in specific gravity of coke and clinker. The material treated 
(in this case pan-ash) is fed into an elevator or conveyor, which 
passes it on to a revolving sieve drum (where any fine dust is 
thrown down and rejected), and then on to a large meshed 
grid, which causes any abnormally large pieces to be ejected. 
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(see photo). It was capable of treating 
hour, and operated by a small petrol motor of 2) u.p., fixed 
on the side of the machine; the motion being transmitted 
through an intermediate shaft, by means of pulleys and belting, 
to the main shaft. From an engineering point of view the whole 
apparatus is extremely simple ; and it was successfully operated 
by an unskilled attendant. 

We understand these separators are of standard construction 
in three sizes, having respective capacities of 1, 2, and 5 tons 
per hour; so while the small firms are catered for, in the case 
of very big works a battery of the largest machines can be 
erected in such a manner that they may be used in conjunction 
or separately. When installing large machines, in order to 
eliminate additional labour it has been the practice of the 
Company to erect a comparatively inexpensive structure, on 
which the separator is placed in an elevated position, and fitted 
with an extended conveyor. The body of this structure is made 
into bunkers to receive the separate materials; and from these 
any of the particular material required may be gravitated into 
trucks running on rails directly beneath, without any extra 
manual labour. 

The primary advantages claimed for this system are as 
follows: 


a ton of material pet 


(1) The first cost and maintenance are comparatively small, 
and in many instances the capital cost is recovered in 
eight to twelve months’ working. 


(2) It is equally suitable and economical for large and small 
works, 
(3) No preliminary treatment of the residues is required 


such as breaking-up, &c.—and therefore there is no ex- 
cessive grit and dust, and the whole of the coke is 
reclaimed, 


(4) Owing to extremely simple construc- 














tion, unskilled labour only is necessary, 
and the separation is automatic. 
(5) All dust is eliminated prior to the coke 
and clinker entering the container, so 
that all coke above } in. diameter is 
recove red, 
(6) The coke as delivered from the separa- 
tor is not impregnated with water be 
yond a depth of yy in. This factor is 
of great importance, as the calorific 
value of the fuel is higher to the extent 
of 1000 to 1500 B.Th.U., in comparison 
with the coke recovered by the jig and 
water impulse systems, where the re- 
claimed coke is heavy with water. 
One of the items exhibited was a really 
interesting photograph showing an artistic 
but substantial wall surrounding a large gas- 
works in the South of England, which had 
been entirely built with concrete blocks and 
bricks, manufactured by the Winget machines 
from clinker separated from their furnace ash 
by the ‘*‘ Columbus ” coke separator installed 
in these works. 


The 





of this demonstration 


promoters in- 
formed us that the amount of combustible 
matter recoverable from waste furnace ash 


varies considerably; and, as the result of ex- 





TRANSPORTABLE TYPE OF 


‘** COLUMBUS ”’ 


From this grid the material drops into the separating chamber 
containing water, the specific gravity of which has been raised 
by admixture of common clay. Upon falling into this medium, 
the clinker sinks and the lighter coke floats. Integral with this 
chamber are two screw impellors, one directly above the other. 
The upper one projects on to the surface of the liquid, and 
propels the floating coke up through a discharge shoot; while 
the lower one, being placed at the bottom of the chamber, picks 
up all the clinker and discharges it through a separate shoot. 
The liquid level in this separating chamber is kept constant by 
adding small quantities from time to time from a mixing tank 
fixed near the main machine; and as the loss of liquid is the 
amount taken out on the surface of the coke, the make-up is a 
very small quantity. A hydrometer specially graded is em 
ployed to determine the correct density of liquid to use; and 
while the apparatus is working, this can be regulated by adding 
either clay-water from the mixer or fresh water from a stand- 
pipe. 

The whole plant is compact, and requires very little power to 
operate it; and both the coke and the clinker separated are 
immediately available for use. The former, being only slightly 
moistened, can be re-fed into the furnaces, and the clinker may 
be taken to a crusher prior to being mixed with proper propor- 
tions of sand and cement, and inexpensively converted into 
concrete slabs, blocks, bricks, &c., on the site. The fine dust 
below } in. diameter rejected in the first separating operation is 
saleable to builders and contractors for various purposes, and 
therefore nothing is lost. 

The ‘‘ Columbus ”’ plant demonstrated was of the transport- 
able type, mounted on wheels with bogies, to enable it to be 
easily taken from one works to another without dismantling 


COKE SEPARATOR. 


tensive investigation while developing the sale 
and installations of their plant, they give 


the following approximate averages as a 
guide : 


Proportion of 
Recoverable Coke. 


Gas-works pan-ash . 42 p.ct. 
Iron-works ashes . . . ee & © « Bow 
Rallwaygesbes . 2 6 8 tt tt tw tt BH 545 
Industrial factory ash. . . . . «© «© © «© 22 wy 


However, the Jet Coke Company make a practice of carrying 
out a test of each prospective client’s ashes (gratis), and then 
show him in definite figures what he stands to gain by the 
installation of a plant suitable to deal with the whole or part of 
his furnace refuse. 

From what was seen, it would appear that no concern where 
coal or coke is used for fuel can afford to neglect a close investi- 
gation of this means of economy. In the past, when coal was 
cheap and plentiful, a certain amount of waste was often 
winked at; but in these strenuous days of high production 
costs and exceptionally keen competition, no losses which can 
be reasonably averted must be tolerated, if, as a nation, we 
intend to progress. 








Soroptimist Club of Greater London.—Among about 150 pro- 
fessions and businesses represented in the club are: Accountant, 
actress, anzsthetist, auctioneer, athletics organizer, agricultural 
engineer, barrister, broadcasting, clean-milk farmer, church 
embroidery, fashion artist, florist, hand weaver, horticulturist, 
house property manager, house decorator, horse breeder, 
journalist, musical critic, teacher of singing, scribe and 
illuminator, stockbroker, tea taster, and court dressmaker. 
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BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR. 


Midland aud London Sections Exhibition. 


The British Industries Fair was opened Jast Monday at 
Castle Bromwich, near Birmingham, and will remain open 
until Friday, Feb. 27. This year the London section is being 


held in conjunction with the Midland section, which deals with 


the heavier type of industries—such as engineering, hardware 


and brassfoundry, metals, building construction, and power 
plant. As in previous years, Birmingham and the Midlands 


make a very substantial contribution to the Fair, It is held 


under the auspices of the Board of Trade, and is organized by 
the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce. Whole-hearted re- 
cognition and active co-operation are being given to the enter- 
prise by the Birmingham Corporation; and the Lord Mayor 
(Alderman P. Bower) was present on the opening day. 

Buildings © is occupied almost exclusively by a series of 
groups of exhibits dealing with the civic activities of Birming- 
ham. They certainly attord a striking object-lesson of the 
work of a progressive municipality. A pair of all-steel houses 
of the non-pariour type have been erected for the Birmingham 
Corporation by Messrs. Braithwaite, of West Bromwich. One 
is heated and tighted by gas, the other by electricity. 


BinMINGHAM GAS DrrariMEN’ 


Che Birmingham Gas Department have two noteworthy ex- 
hibits one with the rest of the municipal displays in Build- 
ing ©, and the other (that of the Lodustrial Keseareh Labo- 
ratories) in Building A. Phe enterprise, directed by Mr. A. W. 
Smith, does credit to this great municipal undertaking and to 
the officials concerned, The stand in the Civie Hail enables 
one to visualize the many ways in which gas can be applied, 
ellectively and economically, in the house, the business pre. 
mises, and the factory. \n excellent large-scale model. is 
shown of the proposed new gas-works at Washwood Heath, 
and a capital series of cartoons depicts the disastrous results 
of the smoke pall which arises from soft coal in’ furnaces and 
domestic grates, 

Employers are 
of their 


showing an increased interest in the welfare 


workers, and works canteens are now recognized as 
being a profitable investment; the improvement in the health 
and well-being of the employee far outweighing the cost of 
the installation. Gas is the ideal fuel in such canteens, as its 
flexibility and adaptability are such as to render it an easy 
matter to provide cconomically for greatly varying numbers of 
diners. ‘The Gas Department display a wide range of appa- 
ratus of this type. 

A novelty exhibited for the first time is the ‘ ‘Tell-Tale ”’ 
gas meter, in which, by means of an ingenious clockwork re- 
cording mechanism, the actual amount of gas being used at 
any particular moment of the twenty-four hours is graphically 
recorded on a chart. The chart will last for seven days, but 
may be fitted or removed at any moment. This appliance 
enables proprietors of hotels, boarding houses, and manufac- 


turing premises to obtain a weekly record of the amount of 


gas consumed, and also to detect any extravaggant or unautho. 
rized use of gas. 

The Department's stand also includes many of the most 
up-to-date examples of gas water heaters, cookers, fires, light. 
ing fittings, and shades. The visitor will notice that other 
examples of these apparatus recur at frequent intervals in the 
exhibits of individual firms throughout the exhibition, It is, 
indeed, one of the branches of industry in which Britain does 
give the lead to the foreigner in the world’s markets. 

Architects, builders, and others interested in housing schemes 


throughout the country will find a source of interest in the 
samples of gas grates. These consist of combinations of 


gas fires with surround and mantelpiece, making a single unit 
which does away with the need of hearth stone and trimmers, 
and also enables a considerable saving to be effected in chimney 
construction. This is well exemplified in one of the two steel 
houses to which reference has already been made. In_ this 
the Gas Department have fitted a thoroughly practical and 
economical installation, Care has been taken not to attach 
fancy fittings, &c., which would be beyond the means of the 
class of tenant for whom the houses are intended. The pen- 
dants and brackets are those which are to-day provided by the 
Birmingham Gas Department with penny in the slot installa. 
tions. In the kitchen is fitted an excellent coke heated hob 
grate, which gives ample hot water for use in bathroom and 
scullery. A small gas cooker and wash boiler are also fitted 
in the scullery, The gas pendant in the living room has a pneu- 
iInatie switch. 

Mr, R. G. Rogers, the Superintendent of the Fittings Depart- 
ment, and members of the staff, are constantly in attendance ; 
and whether the business actually transacted be much or little, 
there can be no gainsaying the fact that very 
ganda work is being done. 

As is now generally known in the gas industry work most 
essential in the manufacturing interest is done in the Industrial 
Research Laboratories of the Birmingham Gas Department 
which were established some years ago with 


useful propa- 


a view to collabo- 
rating with manufacturers in carrying out work of a scientific 
and investigated character. These laboratories, which are 
directed by Dr. Walter (with whom is Mr. Green), are repre- 
sented by a very interesting series of exhibits, which include 
various types of industrial heating apparatus and appliances, 
as well as physical and mechanical testing plant. Perhaps the 
most interesting of recent developments is in connection with 
the stand itself, which includes a design in the form of the 
registered test mark of the laboratories. This test mark, which 
has been granted by the Board of Trade, is an official certifica- 
tion of the results of tests carried out in the laboratories. The 
various apparatus displayed includes a high-temperature fur- 
nace heated by means of low-pressure gas, with a suppie- 
mental system of air blast burners for raising the temperature 
quickly when heating-up from cold. The raising of steam by 
gas is demonstrated by means of a small multitubular boiler 
fired by a high-power low-pressure burner. There is a ‘f Panta- 
graph " oxy-coal-gas metal cutting and profiling machine, suit- 
able for cutting plates up to 3 in. in thickness. Demonstra- 
tions of this apparatus are given at frequent intervals. The 
stand is one of more than ordinary interest. 





SCOTTISH JUNIOR GAS ASSOCIATION. 
(WESTERN DISTRICT.) 





On Saturday, Feb. 7, the Association met in’ the Royal 
echnical College, Glasgow, under the Presidency of Mr. J. 
Mi Tsaac , When two papers were read. The first of these was 


published last week, and we now give the second. 


COAL TESTING. 
By S. MtGowan, of Dalmarnock. 

In preparing this paper, it has been my aim to present to you 
methods for the sampling and analysis of coal which [I think 
sufficiently accurate for gas-works purposes. — I 
ever, left many points open to discussion. 


have, how- 


SAMPLING FROM BULK. 

In testing coal, the first factor to consider is the sampling of 
the coal from the bulk, and this, in my opinion, is the most 
important stage of coal analysis. With a badly taken sample, 
no matter how much care is exercised in the later determina- 
tions, the results obtained would be worthless. There are 
several methods which may be adopted for sampling the coal, 
and it ‘is preferable to sample each coal by the same method. 
A very good plan, when coal is in trucks, is to cut two channels 
in the coal about 1 to 2 ft. broad, and remove coal from top 
to bottom of the truck. This procedure is, however, rather 
difficult and expensive. We take the coal when the wagon ts 
being emptied, thereby being able to obtain it from all parts 
of the wagon, and to get a thoroughly representative sample. 
It would be a good plan, where possible, to take the coal 
after passing through the breaker. The initial sample should 
be as large as practicable; and where coal is found in big 


lumps, it is advisable to break these and only include part in 
the sample. 


Great care should be taken in sampling a stones 
coal, 


as one large piece of stone makes a great difference in 
the percentage of a sample consisting of 100 to 200 Ibs. 

The following figures, taken from Hlingworth’s ‘ Coal 
Analvsis,’’ will show the difference in the percentage ash by 
including or excluding a 4-in. cube of shale in sample : 


| | 
| Weight of 


, , | P.Ct. Ash in Sample. 
Weight of | 4-in. Shale | Weight of Ash Due 


Ash Due 








Sample Included Coal in to 4-in. 0 _ 
Collected. | — in Sample. Shale. Sample. | 4-in. Shale Not 
| Sample, Included. Included. 

Lbs. } Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
100 5 95 4 5°70 9°70 6 
200 5 195 4 11°70 7 86 6 
400 5 395 4 23°70 6'92 6 
600 5 595 4 35°70 6°62 6 
1000 5 995 4 59°70 6°37 6 





The samples having been drawn from the bulk in the manne: 
already described are removed to the test plant, where the coal 
is broken-up into pieces, the largest being 2-in. cube. It ts 
then ready for distillation in the coal testing plant. 

THe Dawsuotm Test Pvant. 

Before proceeding to describe the method of coal testing, | 
purpose giving a short description of the test plant at the 
Dawsholm Gas-Works, where I was for some time employed 
testing coals. 

The coal, in the plant mentioned, is distilled in a cast 
iron Q:shaped retort 4 ft. 6 in. by to in. by to in. in an ordinary 
direct-fired furnace. The gas passes up the ascension pip 
along a horizontal pipe to the condenser. ‘There being no 
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hydraulic main, the ascension pipe is closed by means of a wet 
seal when gas is not being made. The condenser tubes are of 
sheet iron and consist of ten vertical tubes 4 ft. high and about 
5 in. in diameter. A number of run-off cocks for tar and 
liquor are attached to the bottom of the condenser. As the 
tar sometimes thickens in the condenser and chokes these run- 
off pipes, suitable flanges are provided for cleaning out tar. 
The condenser is connected to the scrubber by means of 3-in. 
wrought-iron tubing. The scrubber is a wrought-iron cylin- 
drical vessel 7 ft. high and 1 ft. diameter, filled with coke. 
This coke is cleaned-out about once a year, but will go longer 
if necessary. 

The gas passes from the scrubber to two small oxide puri 
fiers, 2 ft. higty and 2 ft. in diameter, and filled with oxide to a 
depth of 5 in. or 6 in. in one layer; the gas passing upwards 
through the oxide. The purifiers are made of heavy sheet iron; 
and the covers also are of sheet iron of a less gauge, and held 
down in position by means of small brass pins. As the covers 
are easily removed, the purifiers are opened every night for re- 
vivilication of the oxide. The gas is finally collected and 
measured in a holder of t4o ¢.ft. capacity. This holder is 
counterbalanced and weighted so that a pressure gauge con 
nected to the inlet of the condensers shows level gauge before 
commencing a distillation. Another pressure gauge is con- 
nected to the outlet of the scrubber; so that any stoppage in 
the condenser, scrubber, or purifiers can be readily detected. 
There are also two testing or mixing holders of 17 ¢.ft. capacity, 
from which the gas is tested, 

For testing in this plant, t-1ooth part of a ton—t.e., 22°4 Ibs. 

of coal is weighed-out in a hand scoop and charged into the 
retort by inserting the scoop, and then turning it half round, 
thus ensuring a very level charge. The retort door is sealed, 
and the seal on the ascension pipe lifted. The charge is allowed 
to remain in the retort for one hour, then the inlet valve to the 
holder is closed, the run-off cocks on the bottom of the con 
densers opened, and the tar and liquor run off. The coke is 
carefully withdrawn, weighed, and placed in a cast-iron box 
provided with a tight-fitting lid to cool out of contact with air. 
rhe amount of tar and liquor collected at the condenser is 
measured in liquid ounces, and converted into gallons per ton. 

The most important point to watch in the distillation of the 
coal is the temperature of the retort. It is found that the 
quality and make of gas alter greatly with 


a varying tem- 
perature. 


With a dull heat in the morning, and gradually in 
creasing throughout the day, the same coal has given the fol 
lowing results : 





Temp. (Approx.) | Make per Ton, CV, Therms, 
°C, C.Ft. Gross, 
700 | 10,790 . 582 62°8 
800 11,390 575 65°5 
goo 12,310 552 68°O 


It will be seen that the make increases greatly, with a con- 
sequent increase of gaseous therms, and usually with a de 
creased yield of tar and liquor; but the therms lost are chiefly 
due to the coke being withdrawn only partially carbonized, as 
under standard conditions each distillation is of one hour dura 
tion. It will therefore be noted that a uniform temperature is 
imperative; and with proper attention to the cleaning of the 
fire and the quality of coke used, a steady temperature can be 
quite easily maintained. 

It is not claimed that the results from the test plant represent 
those to be obtained in actual working practice; but they form 
a very good comparative basis, and perhaps represent the best 
manner of valuing a coal. From this test we get make of gas 
per ton, calorific value of the gas and hence therms per ton, 
vield of coke per ton, and tar and liquor in gallons per ton. 
rhe ash in the coke is determined, and a value placed on the 
toke according to its ash percentage and appearance. 

We supplement the above test with the proximate analysis 
f the coal. This analysis consists of the determination of the 
moisture, volatile matter, fixed carbon, and ash. Two or three 
shovelfuls of the original sample are taken and broken to a 
rough powder. The bulk of this sample is reduced by coning, 
quartering, and discarding opposite quarters, until about 109 
grammes of coal remain. This sample is reduced to a fine 
powder, and placed in a tightly stoppered bottle for proximate 
analysis. 

MoIsturRe. 

The moisture is determined by weighing out 2 grammes 9! 
the sample on a watch glass or porcelain basin, and heating 
ina water bath for 2 to 3 hours. It is preferable to have th: 
bath filled with a mixture of water and glycerine in such pro 
portions that the boiling point of the mixture is between 105° 
and 108° C It is found that at this temperature the most 
reliable result for moisture is obtained, as at the same time as 
the coal is losing weight due to loss of moisture it is slowly 
gaining weight due to gradual oxidization of the coal; there 
fore the moisture varies when heated to different temperatures, 
At 105°C. the weight is about a minimum ; hence the best re- 
sult is obtained at this temperature. The coal when taken out 
of the bath is placed in a dessicator to cool, and then weighed. 
lhe loss in weight represents the moisture. 


XUM 





ASH. 
Two grammes of the finely-powdered coal are weighed-out 
in a silica erucible for the determination of the ash. The 


crucible is then placed in a muffle furnace, but great care is 
quartering, and discarding opposite quarters, until about 100 
rapid heating would result in some of the coal being lost, due 
to spurting caused by the rapid evolution of the volatile matter. 
When the volatile matter is driven off, the crucible is heated 
to a temperature of goo? C. until all the carbon is burnt. I 
is then cooled in the dessicator and weighed, and again heated, 
cooled, and weighed until the weight of the ash is constant 
VoLatiLe MATTER. 


Che volatile matter varies greatly with different methods of 
testing. Rapid heating results in high volatile matter and low 
fixed carbon, while slow heating will give low volatile matter 
and high fixed carbon. lt is necessary, therefore, to adopt i 
strictly standard plan. Phat described is known as the 
American Standard Method. It consists of heating 1 gramme 


of the finely powdered coal in a platinum crucible for 7 minutes 


over a full bunsen flame 20 em. high and 6 to 8 em. from the 
top of the burner \t the end of 7 minutes’ heating, the flame 
is shut oll, and the erucible cooled and weighed The loss in 


weight represents the total volatile matter—i.e., the volatile 
organic matter and moisture—while the weight remaining: is 
equal to the fixed carbon, plus ash. By subtracting the values 
for moisture and ash already found, the amount of volatiles and 
fixed carbon can be determined. 

REPORTING TESsts. 

Phe foregoing tests ought to be sufficient to enable one to 
form an opinion on any coal, and are all we make in our daily 
coal tests. It would, perhaps, be interesting to give an 
example of how we report a coal test 














Sample 1. Sample 2. 
Make, c.ft. per ton 11,690 9,710 
Therms, gross per ton , 72°1 5t'1 
Sh ee” ae re | 617 526 
Coke, lbs. perton . poe 1,300 1,375 
BOM OAR. 2 se tk th Ul 6"! 23°0 
Quality ee a ae oe oer 78 40 
mreeee, DCE. 4 2 6 7°7 9°4 
Residuals (gallons per ton)— 
Tar ev + «@ ech! 12°5 3°1 
Raquer 1 1 tt le tl 25'0 a1‘2 
Bright, soft, clean | Dull mixed coal, 
coal. Cokes very stoney, and con 
a well, tains large per- 
| centage of dross. 
Poor coke. 
Proximate Analysis. 
Sample 1, Sample 2. 
P.Ct. P.Ct, 
Moisture ° 8'40 
Volatile matter a 29°31 
Pized carom... <« « « » 54°30 47°59 
Ash , <a. 3°53 14°70 


1 have purposely chosen a good quality coal and a poor one, 
to give an idea of what a widely differing range of coals we, in 
a large works, have to deal with. In addition to the above 
tests, it is sometimes desirable to know something more about 
the coal, and tests for the percentage sulphur and nitrogen art 
frequently made, 

SULPHUR. 


For the determination of the sulphur in the coal, ramimes 


of the finely-ground sample are mixed with 5 grammes of slaked 
lime, and this mixture heated in a platinum crucible 


over a 
bunsen flame until all the volatile matter is burnt off Phe 
crucible is then transferred to a muffle furnace, and heating 
continued until the ash becomes white throughout The cal- 


cined mass is then washed into a beaker with water, and 
bromine water added until the liquid shows a slight vellow 
colour. The whole is then heated to boiling, filtered, and 
washed with hot water. Bromine is next added to oxidize all 
the sulphur to sulphate, and IICl added. ‘The solution is now 
heated to boiling point, and boiled until the bromine is ex 
pelled. A solution of BaCl, is then added, and BaSO, pre 
cipitated. The sulphur in 5 grammes of the slaked lime must 
be determined alongside and deducted from the above result. 
\n example of how to calculate the percentage sulphur is given 
below. 


2 grammes of coal gave 0'1535 gramme of BaSO, 
and 233°4 parts of BaSO, contain 32 parts S 

1 part of BaSO, contains 0°137 part S. 

0°153 K 0°137 X 100 


, 


percentage 5 = 
0°97 
NITROGEN. 
The nitrogen is usually determined by the Kjeldahl method 


One gramme of the finely-ground sample is placed in a 
long-necked glass flask, with a drop of mercury and 25 c.c. of 
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concentrated H,SO,, a litre of which contains 200 grammes of 
phosphorous pentoxide. The mixture is at first heated slowly, 
and latterly is boiled violently. The flask is placed in an in- 
clined position on an asbestos millboard, inside a fume chamber, 
a filter funnel being placed in the mouth of flask to act as a 
condenser. The boiling is continued for from 2 to 3 hours, 
until the contents of the flask assume a pale straw colour. The 
contents of the flask are then washed with water into a half- 
litre flask, and a sufficient quantity of NaOH added to 
neutralize the acid. The mercury is precipitated by the addi- 
tion of a little sodium sulphide. A few chips of porcelain are 
placed in flask to prevent it bumping, and the ammonia dis- 
tilled into a measured quantity of HCI, by boiling for half-an- 
hour. The acid is then titrated with NaOH in the usual man- 
ner, and the amount of acid neutralized by the ammonia found. 
The percentage of nitrogen is calculated as follows : 


Weight of coal used 


1°056 grammes. 


Volume of 1002 -_ HClin flask . = 30cc. 
Volume of NaOH used in 

titration = 16°5 c.c. 
Hence volume of HCl used to 

neutralize NHs = 30 X 1°002 — 16°5 
; N = 13°56 c.c. 
Each c.c. of —— HCl is equivalent to 0'0014 grammes 

10 of Ne 
Na 13°56 x 0°0014 grammes. 


0°019 grammes. 
0°019 xX 100 
1°056 
1°79 
The calorific value of the coal and the specific gravity are also 
occasionally determined. I do not intend giving the method for 
determining the C.V., as the value is relatively unimportant, 


and a coal with a high C.V. may be very poor for gas-making 
purposes. 


Therefore, p.ct. of Ne = 


SPECIFIC GRAVITY. 


It is often interesting to know the specific gravity of the coal, 
as from this value the weight of 1 c.ft. of coal can be calculated 
by multiplying the specific gravity by 62°5. 

The specific gravity can be determined very simply as fol- 
lows: A 100 c.c. graduated cylinder is filled with water to the 
50 c.c. mark, and a weighed quantity of coal (some 30 
grammes), broken into pieces about the size of peas, dropped 
into it. The measure is then tapped or gently agitated until all 
the air bubbles are removed. The new volume is then read, and 
50 c.c. subtracted from this volume gives the volume of the coal. 
This volume divided by 30 grammes, the weight of the coal 
taken, gives the specific gravity of the coal. 

The analysis of coal can be carried much further, and the ulti- 
mate analysis performed; but I have aimed at giving the 
methods employed in the determination of the factors which 
are of use when testing a coal for gas-making purposes. | 
think that the distillation of the coal, supplemented by the proxi- 
mate analysis, gives sufficient information for valuing any coal 
for gas-making purposes; and where no test plant is available, 
the proximate analysis alone will form a very good guide to 
value of coal. ' 

Discussion. 

Mr. R. Sturrock (Ardrossan) said he agreed with Mr. M‘Gowan in 
the method he had submitted for coal testing. Since going to Ardros- 
san, he had had difficulty with some Ayrshire coal, and had found 
this method a good guide in a small works in arriving at the quality 
of the coal. 

Mr. A. WALKER (Kilbarchan) said that while in a large works 
coal testing plant was necessary, in a very small works they were 
testing all the time. In Kilbarchan, during the summer they were 
able to shut-down the retorts once a week, and at this time could 
get a very accurate test on the coals supplied, 

Mr. James Hatt (Dawsholm, Glasgow) thought it advisable to 
have a circle of smaller works with a central coal testing station, 
where coal could be tested under works conditions. In testing coals 
care must be taken to get a proper sample. In his experience he 
had found coal very deceptive in appearance. With vertical retorts 
the coking index of the coal would be a valuable test. 

Mr. James Simpson (Greenock) agreed that the coking index was 
very useful and thought it gave all the data for buying coal. It 
was necessary to make a complete analysis of the gas in conjunction 
with its C.V. If the composition of the gas was constant, the C.V. 
and the specific gravity would be constant. : 

Mr. Joun W. M‘Lusky (Glasgow) emphasized the point that chemi- 
cal control was one of the fundamentals of gas production. With 
no chemistry one could look for no success. As to the coal testing, he 
would say: Sample not only carefully, but frequently. 








At a meeting of the Grand Council of the Federation of 
British Industries last week, it was unanimously decided to re- 
commend to the general meeing the election of Col. the Hon. 
Vernon Willey, C.M.G., C.B.E., M.V.O., as President, in 
succession to Sir Eric Geddes. Col. Willey is, perhaps, the 
most outstanding figure in the wool textile trade, with which 
he has been connected since his early youth. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 





{We are not responsible for opinions expressed by Correspondents. } 


Wembley, 1925. 


S1r,—May I, as a member of the Gas Salesmen’s Circle (Southern 
Area, Portsmouth) pass on to you a simple suggestion relative to the 
Wembley Exhibition this year—i.e., that the Circles throughout the 
country be invited to send suggestions as to the most advantageous 
and original form of exhibiting the gas industry. Admitting that 
there is not an abundance of time to spare, suggestions could be called 
for by the end of March, and the selection approved by the Executive 
of those interested. W. E. MATTHEWS, 

Portsea Island Gas Light Company. 

39, Burleigh Road, Copnor, Portsmouth. 

Feb. 13, 1925. 


_ 
—— 


Provision for the Blind. 


S1R,—May I ask for permission to appeal through the columns 
of your journal for the practical support and co-operation of your 
readers in a very important national work which is being under- 
taken by the Braille and ‘* Servers of the Blind’’ League, of which 
Dame Ellen Terry is President—namely, full provision for the blind 
defectives of Great Britain? No provision exists at present for these 
doubly afflicted people, and the Ministry of Health have specially 
asked us to undertake this work. The first of the ‘*‘ Ellen Terry” 
National Homes in Reigate, for blind defective children up to the 
age of ten years, is on the point of opening, and is to be followed, 
as soon as may be, by a second Home for older children. Offers of 
assistance should be addressed to me at No. 3, Upper Woburn Place, 
W.C. 1. CLIFFORD NEWTON, Organizing Secretary. 

3, Upper Woburn Place, W.C.1, 

Feb. 11, 1925. 


REGISTER OF PATENTS. 


APPLICATIONS FOR PATENTS. 











[Extracted from the ‘‘ Official Journal ’’ for Feb. 4.] 
Nos. 2230-2857. 
ATKINSON, C. E.—‘‘ Regenerators for air and gases.”’ 
ATKINSON, J. S.—‘*‘ Gas producers.’’ No. 2388. 
British OxyGen Company, Ltp.—‘‘ Means for obtaining intimate 
contact between gases und liquids.’’ No. 2519. 


No. 2389. 


Carp, T.—* Dust-catcher for gas globes, &c.’’ No. 2442. 

CarPENTER, C.—'* Incandescent gas lamps.’’ No. 2843. 

Cozens, A. A.—*‘ Process for softening hard calcareous materials, 
&c.”? No. 2488. 

Cummins, F. B.—‘ Vertical gas retort settings.’’ No. 2449. 


Dunn, J. E.—See Card, T. No. 2442. 

Gas LicHt anD Coke Company.—See Cozens, A. A. 

Git, G. M.—* Distillation of coal tar, &c.’’ No. 

Hetes, G.—*‘ Gas burners.’’ No, 2232. 

Hersey, S.—'* Gas washers.’’ No. 2415. 

Houseman, C. R.-—See British Oxygen Company, Ltd. 

KirkHAM, Hucetrt, & CHANDLER, Ltp.—See Hersey, S. 

Murray, H,. D.—'* Gas analysis apparatus.’’ No. 2700. 

Stein & Atkinson, Ltp.—‘‘ Gas producers.’’ See Atkinson, J. S. 
No. 2388. 


[Extracted from the ‘‘ Official Journal’’ for Feb. 11.] 
Nos. 2858-3524. 

BATTERSBY, T. C.—‘‘ Means for interlocking valves for gas or 
fluid supply systems.’’ No. 3297. 

CoLLieR, A. P.—‘‘ Apparatus for controlling supply of gas to 
burners.’’ No. 3384. 

Cowan, Sir H.—*‘ Gas, &c., meters.” No. 3189. 

Cowan, LTpD., AND PARKINSON, W. & B.—See Cowan, Sir H. 
No. 3189. 

FLETCHER, C. G.—‘‘ Gas burners.’’ No. 3386. 

FLETCHER, H.—See Fletcher, C. G. No. 3386. - 

REBER, J. W.—‘‘ Apparatus for discharging vertical, &c., retorts. 
No. 3517. 


No. 2488. 


2620. 


No. 2519. 
No. 2415: 


RIcHARDS, F. B.—See Reber, J. W. No. 3517. 
RICHTER, W.—‘‘ Gas-meters.’” No. 3034. 

Scumipt, A.—See Richter, W. No. 3034. 

Smitu, E. W.—‘‘ Dry gas-meters.”” No. 3072. 
SMITH METERS, LTp.—See Smith, E. W. No. 3072. 


THorpP, F.—‘‘ Gas, &c., meters.”” Nos. 3188, 3189. _ 
TOWNSEND, W. W.—‘‘ Gas-heated water-boilers.” No. 2883. 
WoopDALL-DUCcKHAM (1920), Ltp.—See Reber, J. W. No. 3517: 


Birmingham Master Gasfitters’ Association.—The Lord Mayor 
of Birmingham (Alderman Bower) presided on Thursday last at the 
annual dinner of the Birmingham and District Master Gasfitters 
Association. The Lord Mayor expressed the hope that, in the in- 
terests of the trade and industry of the city, it would not become 
necessary to increase the rates (which are at the level of 16s. in the 
pound). He added that the Finance Committee were expecting to 
receive substantial grants from profits towards rate relief from the 
Gas and Electricity Supply Departments. The toast of ‘‘ The —_— 
tion’? was proposed by Alderman J. H. Lloyd (the Chairman © 
the Corporation Gas Department), and responded to by Councillor 
J. Thacker (the President). 
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PARLIAMENTARY INTELLIGENCE. 


HOUSE OF LURDS. 


Standing Orders Complied With. 


The Standing Orders applicable to the following Bills have been 
complied with: Barrow-in-Furness Corporation, Bexhill Corporation, 
Bedwellty Urban District Council, Blackpool Improvement, Bolton 
Corporation, Burnley Corporation, Gas Light and Coke Company, 
Horley District Gas Company, Hoylake and West Kirby Urban Dis- 
trict Council, Mansfield Corporation, Oldham Corporation, Rochdale 
Corporation, South Metropolitan Gas, Stockton-on-Tees Corporation, 
Uckfield Gas and Electricity. 

The following Bills originate in the House of Lords: Bexhill Cor- 
poration, Horley District Gas Company, Hoylake and West Kirby 
Urban District Council, Mansfield Corporation, Oldham Corporation, 
Rochdale Corporation, Uckfield Gas and Electricity, Wallasey Cor- 
poration. 

Bills presented and read the first time: Blackpool Improvement, 
Bexhill Corporation, Hoylake and West Kirby Urban District 
Council, Mansfield Corporation, Oldham Corporation, Rochdale Cor- 
poration. 

Bill presented, read the first time, and referred to the Examiners: 
Horley District Gas Company. 


—_ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 





Bills presented, read the first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time: Barrow-in-Furness Corporation, Bedwellty Urban District 
Council, Bolton Corporation, Burnley Corporation, Gas Light and 
Coke Company, South Metropolitan Gas Company, Stockton-on-Tees 
Corporation, Walsall Corporation. 


Petitions Against Private Bills. 

Petitions have been deposited against the following Bills: Bed- 
wellty Urban District Council, Bolton Corporation, Burnley Corpora- 
tion, Gas Light and Coke Company, South Metropolitan Gas Com- 
pany, Walsall Corporation. 

The Brighton and Hove General Gas Company have deposited a 
petition against the New Shoreham Harbour Bill; the Brentford Gas 
Company against the Middtesex County Council Bill; the Wolver- 
hampton Gas Company against the Wolverhampton Corporation Bill; 
and the Bath Gas Light and Coke Company against the Bath Cor- 
poration Bill. 

Gas Regulation Act. 

\ copy was presented of a draft of a Special Order proposed to be 
made by the Board of Trade under Section 10 of the Act on the 
application of the Scunthorpe and Frodingham Urban District 
Council. 

Public Utility Companies (Capital Issues) Act. 

\ copy was presented of a report by the Board of Trade under 
the Act on the application of the Petersfield and Selsey Gas Company. 
Dundee Corporation Water and Gas Confirmation Bill. 

A Bill to confirm a Provisional Order under the Private Legisla- 
tion Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1899, relating to Dundee Corporation 


Water and Gas, has been presented by Col. Sir John Gilmour, and 
read the first time. 








MISCELLANEOUS NEWS. 


BRISTOL GAS COMPANY. 





Excellent Progress. 


The annual meeting of the Company was held on Feb. 


12—Mr. 
J. H. HOWELL presiding. 


The report of the Directors shows that during the year ended 
Dec. 31, 1924, there has been a further record in the output of gas, 
which now amounts to 3835 million c.ft.—an increase of 4°49 p.ct. as 
compared with last year. The total number of consumers is 78,497— 
an increase of 2168. 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, said that 
the development of housing schemes had caused a demand for the 
supply of gas to many hundreds of houses erected in outlying dis- 
tricts. This had been met by the Company by the laying of new 
mains and services. The Company’s policy in price reduction to the 
present charge of 74d. per therm—which compared favourably with 
most of the great cities and towns in the country—had been a con- 
siderable factor in the increase of business and in securing public con- 
fidence. For the last sixty years, the Company had never failed to 
pay the full authorized dividend of 5 p.ct. per annum; and this 
dividend could be confidently assured in the future. A satisfactory 
and encouraging feature was that in the past year 60 p.ct. of the 
gas sold was used for cooking and power purposes during daylight, 
and that 2185 additional cookers were on hire, making the total 
68,347. He took this opportunity of renewing the thanks of the 
Board to Mr. S. E.. Halliwell, the Secretary and Commercial Mana- 
ger; to Mr. R. Robertson, the Engineer and Works Manager; and 
to all the staff, for their enthusiastic and devoted services to the Com- 
pany. He moved that a dividend for the half-year ended Dec. 31 
last at the rate of 5 p.ct. be declared. , 

Sir GEORGE Davis seconded the motion, which was carried. 





BRENTFORD GAS COMPANY. 





Report of the Directors. 
The Directors of the Company (the Chairman of which is Mr. 
R. if N. Neville, M.P.) will report as follows, for the year ended 
Dec. 31, at the annual meeting on Feb. 2 


mn 


The accounts show a profit of £202,953 on the revenue 


account 


for the year. After providing for the interim dividend to June 30, 
and fixed charges, there remains the sum of £4 


£02,239, 


which, with 
the balance brought forward, makes the amount of £154,658 avail- 
able for dividends. The Directors recommend the declaration of 
dividends, subject to income-tax, at the rates of 5 p.ct. per annum 
on the 5 p.ct. preference stock, £6 2s. p.ct. on the ‘A’’ consolidated 
stock, and of £6 2s. 6d. p.ct. on the ** B”’ consolidated stock; and 
that such dividends be payable on March 2. 

The Special Order applied for by the Company under section 10 
of the Gas Regulation Act, 1920, was made by the Board of Trade 
on March 7, 1924. As provided in the Order, the undertakings of the 
Harrow and Richmond Companies were taken over as from Jan. 1, 


1924. The gas sold shows an increase of 11°67 p.ct., as compared 
with last year. The number of consumers is 163,879, as against 
157,510 last year, and the stoves and other sold 


apparatus and let 
A provisional agreement has 
been entered into by the Directors for the amalgamation of this Com- 
pany with the Gas Light and Coke Company, who have deposited 
a Bill in Parliament to give effect to the arrangement. An extra- 
ordinary meeting will be held after the ordinary meeting, when the 
provisions of the Bill will be j 


out on hire have increased by 9823. 


explained, and, in compliance with 


Standing Orders, the Bill will be submitted for the approval of the 
proprietors. 
In accordance with the Act of Parliament, Mr. David Milne Wat- 


son and Mr. William Mann by rotation, retire from the Board, and, 
being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. Mr. Monier F. Monier- 
Williams and Mr. Alfred Bevis, the Company’s Auditors, offer them- 
selves for re-election, 





CAMBRIDGE GAS COMPANY. 


£100,000 New Stock to be Created. 


Continued growth of business and consequent provision of new 
plant was reported at the half-yearly meeting of the Cambridge 
University and Town Gas Company, held last week; and at 
ordinary general meeting, held immediately afterwards, it was re- 
solved to create £100,000 of irredeemable debenture stock at 5 p.ct. 

In the absence of the Chairman (Dr. E. 
taken by the VICE-CHAIRMAN, the 
Dr. E. C. Pearce). 

The report for the year ended Dec. 31 
tors recommended the declaration of 
less income-tax, for the half-year. 


an extra- 


H. Parker), the chair was 
Master of Corpus Christi (Rev. 


, 1924, showed that the Direc- 

a dividend at 
To meet the increased demand 
for gas, a new retort house had been erected, and contracts had been 
placed for the construction of an additional holder of a 
3 million c.ft. 


the usual rates, 


capacity of 
To provide the necessary capital for these extensions 
at the works, the Directors had decided to offer for sale, by auction, 
in March next, £15,000 ‘‘ B”’ stock, and also to raise further loan 
capital. 

The VICE-CHAIRMAN, moving the adoption of the report, said 
the working for the year ended Dec. 31 last had resulted in a net 
revenue of £20,149. This sum would be carried to the profit and 
loss account, and out of it would be paid the interest on the Com- 
pany’s loan capital, the dividends on the 


shares, 
The Directors had, in view of the 


and income-tax. 
extensive renewals and reconstruc- 
tion of the works which were now taking place, thought it advisable 
to add £4000 to the renewal fund account. They were 
‘hes powers to 


about 
to issue #,15,000 “ B 


stock, and to seek further 
loan capital to the extent of about £30,000. Last year they pointed 
out that, while in 1903 the highest output of gas in 
1,529,000 c.ft., the output on Nov. 27,°1923, amounted to 3,017,000 
c.ft. To deal with such a position of affairs further carbonizing 
plant had to be provided, and at once—the exhausters, washing plant, 
and purifiers had to be enlarged, and a new gasholder built. All 
this work, with the exception of the washing and purifying plant, 
was put in hand during 1924; and good progress had been made— 


now 


raise 


a single day was 
g 


the new retort house being practically finished. The new holder 
would be complete, it was hoped, by the autumn of 1926. During 


1924 the make of gas amounted to 717,572,000 c.ft. (an increase of 
44,000,000 c.ft. on last year’s figures), and 40,981 tons of coal were 
carbonized. There were now 16,500 consumers (an increase of 364 
during the year), and the Company had sold and fitted during the 
year 952 gas-fires, 447 cookers, and 185 appliances for heating water. 
During the year under review the price of gas was reduced from 84d. 
to 8d. per therm. In conclusion, he thanked the Manager, the Secre- 
tary, and all the staff and employees of the Company for their loyal 
services during the year. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

At an extraordinary general meeting, the VICE-CHAIRMAN moved 
that £100,000 of irredeemable debenture stock, bearing interest at 
5 p.ct. per annum. be created and issued at such time and upon such 
conditions as the Directors might think fit. 

The motion was carried. 


<i 
———_- 





When two boys were charged at the Halifax Police Court with 
damaging street gas lamps, Mr. W. Heathcote (Lighting Superinten- 
dent) said between April 1 last and Feb. 11 this year 2061 panes of 
glass had been broken in the public lamps of the town. There was 
a cost of £30 in material for repairs, in addition to which there was 
the labour. The boys were placed on probation for six months, and 
ordered to pay the 4s. damage they had caused. 
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SOUTH METROPOLITAN GAS 


COMPANY. 


Ordinary General Meeting. 


The Ordinary General Meeting of the Proprietors of the Company 
held at the Cannon Street Hotel, E.C., last Wednesday after- 
noon, Dr. CHARLES CARPENTER in the chair. 


was 


The Secretary (Mr. Frank Day) read the advertisement conven- 
ing the meeting, and the minutes of the last ordinary general meet 
ing. Thereafter the seal of the Company was affixed to the ** Regis 
ter of Proprietors.”’ 


THE ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT. 


The PRESIDENT, on rising to address the meeting, said: Ladies 
and Gentlemen,—It is with pardonable pride that, in presenting the 
report of your Board of Directors for the year 1924, 1 associate with 
it a reference to the fact that the past year was the centenary of 
our existence as a gas undertaking Although works for the supply 


of gas had pre viously existed on the south side, as on the north, of 
the Thames, it was in 1824 that there came into being the Phoenix 
Company, which, later on, became amalgamated with the smafler 


undertaking which bore Gias supply may fairly 
had an important share in the development of the 
conditions of living during this period, and it has every reason to 
look forward to a continuance of usefulness during the second cen 
tury upon which it has just entered It is also pleasing to record 
the fact that, while ‘* Failure of Electric Light ’’ is quite a common 
headline nowadays, even where its generation is in municipal hands, 
gas supply goes on uninterruptedly. Indeed, had its discovery fol 
lowed, instead of preceding, that of electricity, it might to-day enjoy 
a reputation in respect of the conservation of coal and the distribution 
of its energy to which it is certainly entitled, but which is very often 
withheld. 


our present name. 


claim to have 


AN INCREASE OF OVER 6 P.CT. 
An inerease of over 6 p.ct. in our sales of gas during the twelve- 
month surely justifies such optimism; for, as IT have upon more 
than one occasion pointed out, this increase would jin itself be 


enough to supply many a provincial town of considerable importance, 
There is another point that is frequently overlooked, even by those 
in authority, and this is that when electricity is the particular form 
of energy needed in industry or business it can frequently be gene 
rated on the spot more cconomically with gas engines than purchased 
through the public suppliers. I recently visited one such installation 
using our gas, where the plant was on a scale large enough to supply 
the wants of places as large as (say) Bangor, Cromer, Teignmouth, 
or Whitstable, and which was giving every satisfaction 


THE RESEARCH DEPARTMENT, 
Now behind all this development in an area the boundaries of which 
have not increased for over forty years, and supplying much 
of the material for it, has been our Research Department Many 
years ago a careful consideration of the position satisfied us that, 


if the fullest use of the possibilities of gas supply was to be 
improvements would have to be forthcoming in its economic and 
convenient utilization. A public that had once been content with the 
replenishments of candle sockets, the trimming of lamps, and the 
tending of coal stoves and fires, would not expect to be required 
to extend that attitude to their gas appliances; and we then com 
menced the task, which we have ever since continued, of improving 
as well The we have made 
only largely contributed to our own increase of business, but 
placed before manufacturers, not always sympathetic to our ideals, 
examples of higher standards than those to which they had grown 
accustomed, The difference in our respective aims will be easily 
understood when it is remembered that, while our business is ,to 
extend the use of gas, theirs is to inerease the sale of fittings. I 
will not carry this further than to mention one matter. It has been 
pointed out upon more than one occasion that relatively less gas 
is used for lighting purposes in America than in this country. One 
of the reasons for this is rather interesting, and 1 think you may 
like to know it. Owing to the war and the shutting-down of 
German supplies, there was a great dearth in America of the mate- 
rials used for making incandescent gas mantles. Their production 
fell-off in consequence, and clectric glow-lamps were largely sub 
stituted, with the result to which I have referred. Now, it has 
been our custom to lay-by a large store of these important materials, 
and with them we were able to give substantial support to the mantle- 
making industry here during that anxious period of our history 
dating from the outbreak of war. We have now replenished our 
stocks, and are again in the happy position of independence, while 
our staff have acquired, for emergency the 
technique of mantle making. In ordinary use a small gas mantle 
that is, the ordinary No. 2 mantle—ought to last a year at least. 
They often last considerably longer, but I am not quite sure that 
such a life would appeal strongly to the manufacturer; for, in. this 
case, as in some others, his profit may largely depend upon what 
is wasted rather than upon what is used. To revert, however, to 
the apparatus in use, gas burners require to work as independently 
as possible of atmospheric dust and dirt, which is to-day one of 
the serious problems of life in the Metropolis; and, moreover, the 
so-called fuel (or radiant) in gas fires should need little or no replace- 
ment, while the burners for boiling or roasting should maintain in 
use their highest efficiency. I am glad to be able to tell you that 
our Research Department has been itself, and in collaboration with 
outside great the 
respects, 


as supplying these progress has not 


has 


use, a knowledge of 


assistance, or service to gas consumer in these 


CHEAP AND CLEAN COAT, A VITAL NECESSITY. 


From this matter of the supply of gas, IT pass to the question of 
the supply of coal—our all-essential and important raw material. We 
want clean coal and cheap coal, if we are successfully to carry on 
our undertaking. This necessity is paramount. How 


are we to 





ic? it ie 
and, 


achieve 
vitality, 


our 
indeed, 


very 


life-blood, and upon it depends our 
our existence, 


Well ladies and gentlemen, 
the very last thing that, as large users of coal, we want to 
come about is the nationalization of the mines. If such an ill-con 
ceived proposal were ever put into effect, it would mean ‘ Good- 
bye’? to cheap and efficient coal production. The whole ’ 
would suffer the inefficiency and insufficiency of a bureau. 
cratic parasitical organism drawing a maximum of self-nourishment 
from the community and yielding a minimum of efficiency in return, 
Most of us had some experience of governmental management during 
the late war, when, but for the efforts of private manufacturers, 
the country would have cut a sorry figure indeed. That there 
were abuses is undoubted; but these themselves not infrequently 
originated with governmental control, and the blame of accepting 
temptations to costliness which emanated from those in authority 
must not wholly rest upon the manufacturers’ shoulders. Be this 
as it may, and speaking with great deliberation on the part of this 
Company, T repeat that the last burden we are anxious to bear is a 
nationalized coal supply. Neither have we any desire to be required 
to obtain our supplies from a huge organization or 
the whole or any part of the mining industry. As in all other in- 
dustries, different conditions and methods of labour and efficiency 
pertain, not only to individual areas, but to different mines. And we 
should view with dismay and alarm proposals whereby the economies 
pertaining to some were cast into a common melting-pot, where 
good and bad material would be inextricably mingled, standards of 
comparisons would be lost sight of, and the stimulus of competitive 
working, more necessary than ever in internal application to the 
industries of this country, would be denied its fullest expression 


soe 


country 
from 


federation of 


FREE MARKETS A CRYING NEED. 

The crying need of the consumer to-day is for free markets within 
the land. If, owing to high costs or low returns, a mine ceases 
to be profitably worked, surely it should be closed-down, unless 
local conditions can be adjusted to meet its exigencies. But the per 
nicious proposal of “ robbing Peter to pay Paul,’? by bolstering-up 
the inefficient by the better working of the efficient, can only lead 
to disaster in which the community as a whole would be the sufferet 
One of the defects of the labour system of to-day is its organization 
into more or less water-tight compartments. The correctives for 
unemployment in the coal industry should be extended employment 
in others needing development—in other words, that the underground 
unemployed might turn their hands to work above. IT have em 
phasized, but none too strongly, the need of the community for cheap 
coal; and in pointing out what appear to me to be the evils of 
nationalization, it must not be supposed that I regard the present 
organization of our mining industry as by any means perfect 


THE MINING INDUSTRY AND CO-PARTNERSHITPS., 

The imperative demand of to-day is the adoption of the co-partner- 
ship principle in the mining industry. The employees would «nen 
feel they had an other than as mere wage-carners in the 
industry with which they were associated, and a spirit of pride in 
their employment; an emulation in efficiency thereby being engen- 
dered, having a quality of the kind which has been so clearly ex 
pressed in our own case for over one-third of a century. I 


interest 


be lie ve 


the employers as a whole would be sympathetic. 1 believe their 
fear is in the attitude thereto of the unions, who seem at times to 
put their faith in the sword rather than in the olive-branch. Many 


years ago this Company were fought by the union on the subject 
of the continuance or the abolition of co-partnership, and upon 
nothing else. Since then, the relations of employers and employed 
have been characterized by peace and contentment, happiness and 
efficiency. Will never the truth become known or accepted that 
there is no valid reason why the blessings enjoyed by the gas con- 
sumer should not be extended a preceding stage—namely, to the 
user? TI have observed from time to time prominent person 

generally political, sometimes academic, at times even aristocratic 

announcing their intention of associating themselves with an organi 
zation promoted for the purpose of furthering, the ideals of labour. 


coal 


May I offer the suggestion that, if they would but join the South 
Metropolitan Company’s partnership, they would have a_ splendid 
opportunity of becoming acquainted at first hand, if not with the 
labour problem, at any rate with its solution? 

WORKING RESULTS OF THE YEAR 
I now turn to financial matters. You will observe that we have 


paid-off the temporary preference stock issued under the Act of 10916 
It was urged at the time that when the disturbance righted 
itself the need for this capital would cease. Unfortunately, it turned 
out that, with but little diminished working co;ts in all direction 

our requirements increased rather than diminished, and we had to 
supplement the issue later on by the issue of debentures. As regards 
the working results of the year, these have proved disappointing 
Success, as I need not remind you, largely depends upon the close- 
ness with which coal costs are approached by residual values. ‘The 
latter, however, slumped much sooner than the price of coal fell; 
and, as you will observe, we have had to dip very deeply into the 
balance brought forward from the last account We are 
the ’s working by £173,000. Whether the average price at 
which we can buy coal for the current vear will enable us to balanc 
the deficiency, is uncertain; and, furthermore, the problem of cheap 
gas supply is not helped by the upward tendency of wages generall) 

But whatever happens, TI can assure the dweller or worker in South 
London that he need not be made anxious by alarmist head-lines on 
contents bills of ‘* London. in Darkness '’; he may continue to rely 
upon his supply of lighting gas. 

THE CHARGE FOR GAS, 
In connection with the price of gas, there is a very important matter 
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of policy which | think 1 ought to introduce at this stage. Now, 


two courses are open to us Since we cannot ade pend upon the cost 
of coal, or labour, or the values of residuals rema ning at a constant 
ti yeur alter year, we must choose one of two alternative 1 he 
tit to charge a ievel price for gas, high enough when times are 
yood to recoup losses when times are bad. This method covers-up 
if to may say so, the necessity lot announcing from time to tine 
changes in the price of gas, either down or up as the case may be 

th itter occasion be ng, of course, the unpopular one with the con 


ier. Phe other policy is always to work with as 


hitth 
possible, even though this course 


unpl asant 


Marin 


necessitates the need 


1 time to time of increasing the price We have adopted for 
many vears the latter course ino all our dealings with the 


public, 
long runoin thet terests \\ ’ 
hand, there would pe thaps be a ten 
dency to examine expenditure less critically than when out require 
ments for labour or 


we believe that it is in the 
y accumulating funds in 


rap d 


materials are more closely provided; and al 


though at times we may have to ineur the criticism attaching to an 


innouncement Of an increase in the price of gas, | believe most ol 
0 consumers have understood our policy in the matter, and that it 
\\ dictated by their interests In accordance with the sugyestion 


of «a proprietor at the last meeting, we have 
eparately the charges under the headings o 
ment Insurance respectively The latter item is a heavy charg 


pon an industry whose operations tend to the reduction of une mploy 


entered on the accounts 


Health and Unemploy 


ment, since it employs a larger number of men in winter than in 
unmmer, 

PURIFICATION, 
The only other item to which | think | need draw attention is that 
lor purification, which is a very heavy one ] may surprise you if l 


point out that the tests applied to gas supply are of a far more strin 
gent character than any prescribed or used for 
ind in order to satisfy these tests in the year 
pend a large sum of 
meet certain troubk 


Our food supplic 
had to 


micais to 


ny que stion, we 
upon special plant 
nyencs 


money and ch 


The public 
had a technical 
fulfil, and we did so successtully, though expensively 
“ 


sole cont 


were no ft ted 
vit lor this heavy expenditure ; 


but we obligation to 
The Bill tor 
hich we shall ask your approval later in the afternoon will be ex 
plained to you then, 


1 have already spoken to you of our co part 
nership. 


No praise is too great for the harmonious way in which all 
employees have worked during the year. 

in some minds—or, perhaps | should say, 
the idea of physical labour as a means of existence js distasteful 
The suggestion is hardly les than astounding ; 
rate with our own employees, | believe jt is unfounded. 


The re is an 
with 


Mupre ton 


some persons—-that 


insidious and at any 


CHANGES ON TILE BOARD 


Finally, L must refer to the 


death of their colleague, 


loss sustained by your 
Mr. Kenneth Hawksley It is fourteen years 
was elected by you in place of the late Mr. Cardwell li 
his temporary absence abroad at the time acknowledgment was made 
of your confidence by his father, the late Mr. Charles Hawksley 

lather and son both being associated with an old : 
civil engineers widely experienced in gas and water undertakings. 
We are the poorer by the death of both these shareholders, whose 
interests in gas dated back to the early days of the industry. By the 
election of Mr, Benjamin R. Green, the Board have a cotk ag whos 
knowledge of gas supply and association with othe: important pas 


undertakings provide specialized assistance in 
fi 


Directorate by thre 


ince he 
tanding firm of 
the conduct of a 


ess Which becomes more and more exigent in these re aspects 
much pleasure in moving : 


busi 
I have 


“That the report and accounts now presented be received and 
adopted, and the report entered on the minutes 
I wall the Vice-President to second this. [Applause. | 
The Vick-PRESIDENT (Mr. Frank Hl. Jones): Many of us in this 
hall have heard Dr. Carpenter in the past on a number of occasions ; 
but I venture to say that to-day he has been better perhaps than ever 
before. In what he has told us, he has given us all a great deal to 


think about; and L am not going to spoil it by doing anything mort 
than formally second the motion, 


ask 


PROVRIETORS’ QUESTIONS. 


Mr. FRANK Livesey remarked that, assuming the cost of the 
4 p-cl. dividend for the year was approximately the same as for the 
previous year, the unpleasant facts were revealed that the Company 
had not earned the dividend they were proposing to pay by over 
4. 150,000, and that, in order to provide the cash to pay this dividend 
to redeem the redeemablk and to carry on. the 
had been to sell £ 100,000 of securities 
lo have resort to their bankers for a loan of no less than £290,000 
While the Directors had much upon which they could congratulat: 
themselves, he did feel that their financial policy was open to 
criticism. It appeared now that the fixing of the price of gas at 8d 
per therm over twelve months ago was unwarranted, because 
price could only be 

luals at that time. 


preference sto k, 


business, it necessary and 


such a 
maintained by the abnormal prices ruling for re 
Now the inevitable slump had taken place, and 
would be necessary for the Company to increase the price of gas 
seemed to him that the wisest course for the Company to adopt 
ould be to increase the price from the next quarter day by an amount 
ifficient to meet immediate needs, and to maintain that price until 


he financial position of the Company had very greatly improved. A 
reat deal had been done for the employees; and he welcomed it. A 
great deal had also been done for the consumers, by se!ling gas to 
them at a cheap rate, and, what was much more important, by the 


excellent service rendered by the Company’s distribution department. 
The ordinary shareholder had, however, received too little attention. 
Ile noticed in the profit and loss account a little item of £14,000 dis 
tount on redeemable stock That stock was issued to re 
pay a very heavy debt to the bank; whether it was issued to the public 
or the bank he did not know He asked the Board seriously to do 
heir very utmost to maintain the rate of dividend at 53 p.ct., and to 
increase the price of gas (which could be quite safely done) to meet 


redeemed 
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this need Hh rejoiced to see the stock of the Company once again 
standing at parity, and hope d that the Bourd’s conduct of the Com- 
pany’s affairs might be such that it would remain so. He much re- 
gretted to notice the spirit of boastlulin manifested by the Company 


in regard to the 


ested 


price charged by them for ya He seriously sug- 


dency to Warp the good 


that th constant boasting had a t 


n 





judgment of the Board in matters of price ind to render them apt to 
put off increasing the price whet wuld be dom Hh hoped his 
remarks would be taken in the spirit in which they were offered 

Mr. HAVELOCK WEsT noticed by the balanee-sheet that the preter 
ence shares had been paid off, and that there was a temporary loan 
of £5290,000 Did the Board purpose raising any more capital If 
o, were they going to re-issue the preference shares ¢ lle noticed 
in connection with a similar company that there was some question 
ol raising wages What did their own Company intend to do, as a 
co-partnership undertaking ¢ 

the PRESIDENT: The answer to Mr. West that we have no imme- 
diate intention of issuing any more stock The fact that we have a 
loan at the bank jis not an unusual one by any means; and as it ts 


ol a » it is, | 


characte 


temporary think, preferable to raising new 
capital Vith regard to the preference stock paid off under the terms 
of the Act, we are empowered to re-issue this at any future time we 
may consider desirable. As regards the wages of the employees, the 
principk of co-partnership is that they shall be those current for the 
particular work performed and which have been agreed upon as dis- 
trict rates We employ members of a great many different trades 
not only the stokers who work in the retort house, but bricklayers, 
fitters, plumbers, chemical workers, &c.; and our practice is to pay 
the wages which are current in those particular industrir These 
we shall continue to pay The fact that we, and the other Company 
to which Mr. West has referred, are co-partnership undertakings, does 
not affect the position at all \s to Mr. Livesey’s criticism, we have 


had very long training in this Company in the importance of selling 


gas at the lowe possible price; we think that in the long run this 
will best contribute to the stability of the undertaking At any rate, 
it is the policy which has been followed consistently—certainly since 
isSo; and | cannot hold out the slightest hope that it will be departed 
from. When we decided to reduce the price of gas, we had some- 
things like ZL. 250,000 If hand, and there Was every pro pect ol our 
being able to make ends meet during this year We were not able to 
do that; and the result will be—provided we do not get sufficient 


shall 
in that respect has been to put the 
and when unavoidable, we 


relic! ins the coul—that we 
But 


Whenever po ible 


matter ol have to raise the price ol 


our policy price down 


From the 


put it up 


seneral attitude of our consumers to us in this matter, | feel sure we 
have their approval lL am not prepared to make any statement with 
regard to future dividends, but would remind you that for the last 
two years we have paid-—and not under the most favourable circum 
tances—higher dividends than have been paid before in the history 
of the undertaking. I am not quite sure what the point of the 
criticism was with regard to the issue of the stock, It was a public 
issuc, and we got the best price we could, When the term for which 
the capital had been raised ran out, we had to pay it off It is for 
that reason the £,14,000 appears in our account It is to correct the 
difference between the £5250,000 1 ued and the amount actually re 
ceived—Z, 2 30,000, The price was the best obtainable under the 
circumstances existing at the date of issue On the question of 
boastlulne ; l can assure Mr. Livesey that we have no more desire 
to be boastful that | believe he has; but in applying to Parliament 
for an Act, we have to set out certain facts, and it is certainly the 
case that penerally—IL might almost say habitually--we have sold 
gas at a lower price than the other Metrope litan Companies I do 
not know that it is anything to boast about; but it omething 
to be very proud of, ind 1 am exceedingly proud to be in a position 
to say that it is the truth. [Applause.] TP think T have now dealt 
fully with Mr. Livesey’s criticism We are ghid to have him with 
us, and to hear what he has to say 
Mr. Cuartes Wess remarked that, from one point of view, he 
rather hoped the accounts might have the effect of depressing the 
price of the Company's tock, because he had ordet to buy if it 
got down to a certain figure When asked, his advice to those 
who owned stock in the Company was to keep it 
The resolution was then put toe the mecting and carried 
unanimously 
fue DivipeND 
The PRESIDENT: | have now to mov 
Ihat dividends as follows for the year ended Dee 31 last be 
now declared—viz., 5 p.ct. on the redeemable preference stock 
and 5} p.ct. on the ordinary stock; and that warrants be trans 
mitted to the registered addresses of the proprietors by post for 


the amount of such dividends less the interim dividends paid in 


respect of the first half of the year, 

Mr. B. RK. Green: T have great pleasure in seconding the resolu 
tion just proposed; and | should like to take the opportunity of ex 
pressing my warmest thanks to the President for his generous refer 
ence to nv 

Phe motion was agreed to 

Rk-ELBCTIONS 
Lhe PRESIDEN | have next to propose that Mr. Arthur Matthews 
pro} 
Paddon be re-elected a Director of the ¢ ompany. 

Mr. J. Mews: I have pleasure in seconding that Mr. Paddoun 

has done so much yood work for the Company that the best thing 
K | & 


we can do is to re-elect him 
The resolution was carried 
Che PRESIDENT: I propose 
Director of the Company 
Mr. E. Honoratus Lioyp 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. A. M. Pappon: | 


ol your renewed 


that Mr. Frank Bush be re-elected a 


1 am pl ised to second that 


thank you very heartily for th expression 


say that | 
success of this under- 


conhidence lL cannot conscientiously 


have contributed in any marked degree to th 
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taking, but | am none the less 
tion with it 
Mr. FRANK 
a Director It 
pany, 


proud on that account of my associa 


Bus: Let me thank you for 
reminds me of my 
and of many happy years’ 
service, | prave 


again resclecting: inv 
long association with the Com 
service Desiring to continue this 
offering: myself for reeclection You have rati 
sh by ayrain returning: me a 
for which I heartily and sincerely thank you 

Odin the proposition of Mr, lL. PASMOKE, seconded by Mr 
Mr. George S Kry was re-ecelected an Auditor of the 


hotice 


hed my w 


imember of the Directorate 


Winn, 
{ omlpany 
Extraordinary General Meeting 

hat closes the business of the General Meeting 


Phe Prtsioun4 
I will now ask the 


ordinary 


Secretary to read the notice conver Np the bextra 
Mecting 

Phe Shenerany read the 
The Pitestpent 


hive to asle 


hhotne 

Ladies and Crentlemen, Ihe Dill for whieh we 
your assent this afternoon is neither a lony nor a com 
, and TP do not think it will be 
its main provisions Its 


plicated one 


dithteult for me to explain 


preamble recite uch of our existing powers 
pre ently to-be-considered pro 
erm to the powers possessed by the ¢ ompany to supply 
Kus in bulk to, or to amalpamate with of purchase, other 
take inige to the special methods employed by us for the evaluation, 
, Hd transport of pas coal from the North; to our Com 
equipment for research; the low price that has 
for pam; and, finally, that it 


and practices 4 
po ils It ref 


are relative to the 


undet 


pure lions 
puiny been charged 


would be in the public interest if these 


and other advantages we 
organization Phe Bill 


modus operandi tor 


have could be 


shared by certain simihar 


procecds to stisprest by clauses the 
carrying out the 


proposal 

Clause & cites the hort tithe 

Cliuse 2 pives power to enter into apreements with other 
undertakings lor the 


with coals or 


sievuidag 


beneficial use of plant or methods for dealing 


products, for the provision of research and the pro 
Vision of funds; while at the same tion ind this 4 


important the 
undertakings which may be a 


ociated are not relieved of any 


of their respective obliputions to others Furthermore, that) any 


Board «o 


London County Council, who would 


uch proposals are to be approved by the 


ticulars of them furnished to the 


Trade, and pat 


have the right to be heard with reypard to them by the Board of 
lrade 

( divtame 4% partic ularly specifios the phy ical facilities whieh the Com 
pany may share with other uiidertiaking incidental, of course, to 


the business of gas undertakings, 


@ latin jis & financial one, and would allow o 
part ol the 


financial associa 


tion as arrangements for what Toimay call material asse 
ciation, by the issue of consideration in: the 


und it also bay 


form of shares and stock $ 


-down the method to be observed in Vitluinng such 
shares o8 
C hatin 


this Company's 


stock lor the purposes indicated, 


§ provides for an increase in the number of Directors of 


Board to the extent of one member for each and 
any other undertaking so associated up to the number of three 


for their 


» and 


remuneration, I he special qualifications required by this 
Company's Act of igat de not apply to such persons 


Colivtime 


6 wuthorizes this Company to exchange shares with, ot 


to sedvaanies 

C hiatine 7 other oth 
clils, if an amalgamation with, ot purchase of, any other company 
incever care ed out tinder the power : 

Clause & extend the 
bulle supplies It is merely a 
in the Model Bill issued by the 


already POSSUNS 


money to, an associated one 


provides for the compensation of Directors ot 
to aralpanniate 
powers of the 


or purchase 
undertaking: with regard to 
more modern 


form recently adopted 


Authorities of a power we 


Cliuse g covers costs and charpes 
POWERS OF MUTUAL ASSISTANCI 
These, ladies and pentlemen, are the proposals to which we ask 
your assent today In conjunction with powers already ponsc del 


by wm, the y enable the Company, vy trnutaral arranpement, but not 


otherwise, to curry out proposals otf the kind Fo will now proceed 
to indicate As tar 18O8, Parliament recognized the de 
inability of yas undertakings pooling their advantages in the publi 
interest by 


back us 


pursuance ol 


Gmnalpamation; and it was in this policy 
apo or thereabouts, this ¢ ompany united with other 
eirrcumstanced as regards facilities, Now, up to 
4 point the amalpamation idea worked satisfactorily, and the public 
has benetited While, at the 
furthet 


future, 


that, filly year 


more tavourably 


accordingly seems that 


amalpamations are not practicable, at any rate, in the near 


mioment, at 
there is no reason why many of the 
amation ittuined to the 
of the companies concerned Ihe Bill 
advantages ol 


advantages of an amal 
benett of the 
seeks to male 


should not be publie and 
possible the 
which 


they possible Under 


amalgamation without certain disadvantages 


amalgamations might bring about, even were 
the proposals of the Pill, the 


undertakinges 


individuality of the various associated 


would be maintained, and such undertakings would 


with 
comparison of 


be encouraged to develop on their old line 
upon, Vast working and 
unimpaired in usefulness, and the officials 
and staff continue to work out their 


inspiration from 


Hew ones jointly 


eMiciency would continuc 


aggreed 


destinies with 
other 
continue 


own particular 
than would be 
Local circumstances and conditions 
would Rive a 
friends the 


mutual help and guidance on a wider seal 


wise possible would 


to be observed, and greater feeling of contidence to 


the cansumer Our London Electricity Supply Com 
panies have had somewhat similar powers to assist one another 


since 1908, and in r9tq Parliament conferred powers similar to theirs 


on electricity undertaker throughout the country Powers of 


mutual assistance by agreement must be indust 


and should in our case be a 


prood for «apy 


yy 
further aid towards cheapening the 


price, and thereby increasing: the sale I beg to propose 
That the Bill now meeting entitled A 
Bill to allow of Agreements between the South Metropolitan Gas 
Company and other Gas Undertakings for Mutual Assistance, and 
for other purposes,” be, and the 
subject to such addition alteration , and ver 
ment may think fit to make 


of pri 


submitted to this 


hereby, 


tions ae 


Siti is approved, 
Parlia 


the rem 





The Viet-Presipent: | have pleasure in seconding that. In th 
past you have often been asked to pass resolutions he Ipings forward 
aus legislation; and you will be most 
your ussent on the 


unwise if you do not pive 
Your Board 
lepislation, and we firmly believe that our 
present proposals will be for the good of ours Ives and everybody else 

Mr. Liviesty, relerring to clause The Com 
pany and any company with Company are or may be 
wuthorized to amalpamate.’’ Were there any companies with whom 
now authorized to amalpamuate ? 
under the 
that any consideration being in. the 


present occasion have never fet 


you down in regard to 
4, said this began 
whom the 
the Company were Clause 4 pro 


vided that any agreement entered into provisions of th 
nature of a 
capital payment might be satisfied wholly or in part by the allotment 
of shares or stock in the capital of the Company If to settle any 
capital payment like this new stock 
o pet 
( livuise 


Vet might) provide 


were issued, would this bear a 


dividend, and thus prejudice the existing § p.ct, sharcholde: 
§ Stipulated that the Directors of the Company might at any 
time appoint any person being a Director of any company which had 
with the Company to be a Director of 
these Directors come up for re-election by 
the shareholders in the usual way ? 

The Presipent: In the matter of amalgamation, | do not know 
that | ean go into the specific question of what undertakings this Com 
pany may or may not be entitled to amalgamate with at the 
time, I do not think it would be judicious, and it certainly 
helpful to the shareholders The 
be issued will depend upon circumstances, and | must ask you to 
this to the 
kind come 


entered into an apreement 


Would 


the Company 


prone nt 
would 
hot be 


price at which stock will 


lesve Board to deal with if, and when, a possibility of this 
along. It would have to be a mutual arrangement be 
tween the representatives ol one company and the representatives of 
Directors would not be 
this Company, because they 


another The extra elected share 


hold 


virtue of their association with the allied undertaking 


by the 
holders in would their seats by 
Phe resolution was then put and carried unanimously 
Vores OF THANKS, 

other duty | 
namely, to ask you to piss a vote of thanks to 
our staff, in whieh LT include all ranks, We have to mourn the ce 
cease of two officials whose services and devotion to the Company’ 


The death of Mr. William 


The PRisipunt Before we there is one 


have 


separate, 
to perform 


interests stand out somewhat promine ntly 


David Hunter, the Engineer of the Rotherhithe Works, was on 
of those heavy sorrows left to the hand of Time to infliet; he had 
laboured long and earnestly in’ the engineering department. Mr: 
Charles Franks was a younger man, cut-off in nearly his) prime 


Engineer of our Bankside Works, his sound knowledge 
wits utilized during: the war in the construction of chemical 
for the materials and it was while 
this work, in which he was unsparing of his health and strength, that 
he laid the foundation of a disease to which he ¢ 


Originally the 
works 
production of wat carryiny, oul 
ventually succumbed 
staff as a 
to time they close the 


But the work must go on, and we are grateful to the 
whole for the way in which from time 
and carry on I must particularize, and do so by 
Mr. M‘Leod we an admirable head, and Tam pleased to know 
he has not yet piven us the anxiety of dealing with hi 
I should like to take the 
behalf, as L feel sure Tomay, upon his appointment as a 
the Peace for the County of London, (Applause.) 

Mr, Winn: | should like to second that, for the staff deserve out 
very heartiest thanks. 

Phe resolution having been cordially agreed to, 

Mr. FF. M'L&op acknowledged the vote, and expressed appreciation 
of the kind remarks of the President, on his 
of his colleagues in all ranks of the services 
plored the loss of Mr, Llunter and Mr, Frank 
many years, The staff, from top to bottom, he 
felt sure, deserved the commendation which it was 
it these meetings NII 
they enjoyed the eonfidence of the Board, and it was a very plea ant 
ion when they had the endorsement of th 
The great importance of the service rendered by the 


ranks 
saying that in 
have 
retiregnent 


f congratulating him on yout 
Just oo 


opportunity ‘ 


own behalf and on that 


‘They 


with whom they had 


all greatly dl 
been associated for 
customary to prive 
were conscious throughout the year that 
confirmation of this impres 
hareholders, 
Company to the public us a whole was not always realized, It was, 
2 million people were 
theit 


however, a fact that somewhere apprond hing 
wr oor greater degree every day of the year for 


dependent in. le 
and to a large extent their health—on the 


comfort and convenience 
wrvice rendered by the Company's work people It was hardly p 

ible to find a house in the district supplied by the South Metropol 
which the inhabitants were not relying upon that 
which was conveyed to their 
Day or night, by merely turning 
This great respon ibility was 


tan Company in 
constant service household by means ol 


mains a tap, they 


the Company’ 
prot what they expected to pret realized 
to the full by the officials: but it was only because they were supported 
most loyally and zealously by the men of all ranks, that the Company 
were able to maintain the reputation they had built up for food and 
serviee, always to be relied upon It 


efficient service—-an unfailing 
wis the aim of all to serve the public efficiently, knowing that in doing 
0 they were serving the stockholders; and so long as thi 
vailed, the proprietors might rest assured that their interests wer 
being looked after in the best possible mannet Phe President's per 
very highly appreciated, and sincere! 


spirit: pre 


sonal reference to himeelf he 
thanked him and the proprietors for their kind congratulations 

Mr. Wrntt proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the President and 
Directors, who had their level best in the interests of th 
Company. 

Mr. Livesey 
tion 

The Presipent: Tam 
your confidence. Whether the shareholders 
discussion As far 


seconded: and the vote was accorded with acclame 


much obliged to you for this renewal of 
are getting all they ougl 
back a 


1o is, Of course, a matter for 14, | 


thereabouts, T was rapidly arriving at the belief that they were not 


In reconstructing after the war, we se! 
foundation 


but then the war 
an Act which I believe forms a very sound and aafe 
any rate, it has received eulogy in many quarters. T feel that 1 
the long run it will be to the advantage, not only of the public an 
of the employees, but of the stockholders as well I thank you for 
your reception, 


came 
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SOUTH SUBURBAN 


lhe Annual Ordinary Mee tinge of the ¢ ompany was held on Friday 


la it the Cannon Street Tlotel, bv¢ Sir J 


FORTESCUK FLANNERY, 
Bact. (the Deputy Chairman), pre idiny 
Mi. CHARLES TLUNT'S IN DISPOSITION 
| CHUAINMAN: | am sorry to have to announce to you that our 
Ch trian, Mi Charles Hhunt, hus been forbidden by hi doctor to 
" th us today This in a matter for very proat regret indeed | 
mat iy it wa With diftheulty he wa prevailed upon to obey the 
daciors orders, so anxious wis he to be amonpget u Lonny stan 
uve mein the room will join with me in the hope that lve may 
ry speedily restored to health If that wish conveyed to bin 
from the shareholders to-day, it will be an encour ipement and a 
help to bin ins bis iblne 
lhe Stonerarny (Mr. Willrid Wastell) then read the notice con 
veningg the meeting; and after the contirmuation of the minutes of 
the ist meeting, the Director report and the tatement of accounts 
vt taken as read 
DiInKiCULTIES ov Tih Past Year 
Lhe CHAIMMAN: LT have now to move Phat the report of the 
Directors, and the accounts examined and sipned by the Auditors, 
be received, adopted, and the report entered upon the minute hv 
operations of the Company during the year tg2q have been carried 
itounicler sone: ain xpected ditheulties We have endeavoured to keep 


down the price of yas, with all the advantages of low price which 
i from the slidingr-sesate attendant advantapyes both to the con 
wners and to the co partners, whether the worker 


cO-pat thers of 


the shareholder co-partners, who are actually 


dithhculties 


hot eny 


business L hese have arisen from the high costs of pro 


lucing: gas and from the low prices that we have been able to obtain 
or residual Our chief encouragement, on the other hand, has been 
the ever-increasing demand for pa ind the ever-increasing number 
of Consumers The demand for illumination is one of the features 
ol the ape an which we live None of you can ever have taken a 
walk io the business centres particularly inn the shopping centres 

of South London, or any of the provincial towns, without observing 
how much the tradesmen resort to brilliant Hhumination for the put 
pose of increasing: theirs busine and - have noticed myself that the 


greater the illumination, the greater apparently is the prosperity’ ol 


the shopkeeper who has resorted to it The same demand is seen 
in domestic life, The small ilumination which contented out pram 
father and our prandmothers is no lonprer ullicient, even in the 
humiblest howe It is an ape ob poreatet illumination, and, there 
lore, an aye of ever-increasing poas consumption for both domestic 
incl busine 


SS pul pum s 


HOW GANS PRICKES HAVE HEEN Khbuchp 
List year we reduced the price of yas, on the faith of expected lowe: 
pt of coul That is to say, we continued one reduction, and we 
estublished another one We had faith not only in lower price fon 
coul, Which everyone in the industry expected, but also ina reasonabl 
Comlinptianes ol the price » we h id been rece Vitbpe for coke, lair, and 
other residuals In both these expectation however, we have sul 


fered disappointment 
effected ino the 
too forcibly be 


illustrate the great reduction which 


Just lo j 
price of pra 


the 


and TP think this point cannot 


brought to both shareholder 


notice ol and con 
sunnier lo may mention what has happened within the last four 
yeur \t the end of tgat, the charge for pas was 14 45d. pet 
thermys but throughout 1924 the price has been gq g°sd. pet therm 
Ho reduction, as you will see, of a ve ry lian pee percentage in these four 
yeu Phe reductions in the price of coke which is, perhaps, «a 


sidual as 
considerable \l 


portant are any a pas company can rely upon-—have been 


very the be VALLLLELLT 84 al I1g24q We were pelting yon, to 


\7 a ton for coke, but by the end of the year it was down to 42s. 
Vhile in reyard to some of the wholesale price the difference is 
even prreater As | have said, the great comlort that you as share 
holders may take home with you is the increasing popularity of yas, 
becouse it is labour-saving not only labour-saviog in manufacturing 


operations, but in every houschold— and becuuse of the convenience 
and economy that invariably arise from: its extended use Phat out 
COnsuIners appreciate these facts is shown by the fiprures quot cl in thee 
report During the past year, o§8§ cookers, fire and other ga 
Consuming appliances were sold or hired to consumers within the 
Company's district-<a figsure whiel is very large indeed in comparison 


th the 


6105 lighting: pendants and 


add to th 
a“ rand total 


general operations of the Company mv if we 


brackets sold, we arrive at 


O 16,090, which is just over qgooo more than the corresponding figure 
for the previous year Now fiprure spoil ; and no one can deny 
that tipeure of comparison like these prove that our consumers 
though now and again, of course, we pet a complaint-—are more than 
itistied, 
AMPLE ROOM FORK FURTITEM EXPANSION 

The aren of our district is about 20 miles long, and about o6 nile 
le, ipprox imately 250 sqpuare mile which 4 uM very large mea 
Hilewel and it will interest you when IL mention that) the in 
Che iime to which L have referred in the consumption of pas are 
pread with considerable uniformity with almost surprising unifos 
mit over the whole of this area cof 250 square miles Thus it is 
eon that this inereasing popularity of pas not contined either 
lo the town sections or to the rural sections of our district Wi 
hianve is you are fully aware, both classes of population, and some 
Ol our rural districts are very rural and countetfied indeed The 
there is another point which will interest you, and that is that 
the higghest peak of consumption of gas overt the whol 4 hours, 


Sunday, 
increasingly in the 
ys, the 


o'clock 
habit of 
result, u 


proctically throughout our district, is on the about 4 


I} humbler homes 


booking the 


are apparently 


Sunday's dinner by means of with 
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I have stated, that both in 


miner and in ter the highest peak 
OL COUSUIN pO tg at the tine when this Dep prepared 
‘ALIEN OF GAS INOREBASE gh) P.Cl 


Now, the sales of gas in toag 


mounted tot 


my 135,445 thers more 
than in tg24, and thi vil mm ieresn ol ok pu 1 notice that 
yore ob cue Lor COMP ante have been very pl med with an in 


crense of about 6 pret It nol becitine ob any poreater merit on 
the part of thin ¢ mipany that our ipercase tas been as much as 
oh pret lhe rea m, | beheve, i very largely th \ | have 
stated, bipe ares ol our chistriet are thurban md rural imc at ois 
there that new bhew re pow up tnore rapidly than they are in 
the town district Lhis, at all events, is one of the reasons why 
our increase is at a greater percentage than that of some of the 
other companies, Whose areas are already tilled up to a latpe extent 
With the hows that will be ullimately upon them Ol course, 
some portion of the imercuse has been due to the wintry weather 
It has been pood pas weather in 1924, although it has been weather 
we have naturally complained about from other points of view 
rill ACCOUNTS 

Now | turn to the woounts, and Eo will asl ou to jou with om 
nm Cx tWwo or three of the more inter Hige Dipeuave Not 
Willistundinge the Ubstuntiol imcresase no the qu i ‘ tar old, 
tive sehen wl Li O40 U5 brain hits oures thou / (mn it 
thas for the previou youu Ih diflerenese due to th o recdue 
lions Of price which Were piven in tgag, ane hich, of course, ad 
versely atfect the income under th head on otin year now bei 
reviewed On the other hand, the imeome trom the re ol meteors, 
toves, &c., on hire shows an increase of about 0600, and is, ol 
course, a direct return upon expenditure ol pust yeu With re 
gard to residuals, the mcome trom coke show Ti metia ol neatly 
£, 25,000 Untortunately, however, the market tor coke toeday pre 
vents a far less favourable outlook than it did this time hast year, 
aod there are unmistakable indications that it il ditheult to 
mint today's elling price beyond the repennecdiante ulus I hie 
postition is very much the mitiahe “6 repardg tar, the Hip prices 
ruling luring 1924 having declined rapidly in hie past yout lt 
cannot be said that there likely to be in the near future my sub 
stumtial recove ry m the price of thi iportant prod uo, lou, 
with ulphate Ol winthotnia Ni ine ithitle wt pre iit o hope lot 
my material increase in income from this ouree Duaranitige to tle 
debit side of the revenue aceount, the only items lo hich special 
relerence need be made are those cde ilitiy With repairs of appliances 


With 


usual pr 


regard to these, we are departing 


moa little th your 


from oul 


wlice by not revenue with the full cost of the ex 


ception illy Liar pee Hhumiber of ney is hire issued on sitnple hire term 





during the past year, as iti fell that this abnormally high charge 
nay lairly be spread over a period of years, and the same procedure 
is followed in the case ol Hit tinipe You ay also remember that 
in the yeut ig2a-24 We transferred to the credit) of the pecial 
purposes fund the un of 4,145,800, and we are this your charg 

ip againiet that fund the cost of writing off the value of an 
obsolete pausholder st mnding upon land at Ierith which belongs to 
Mesut Vickers, Ltd., and which we are under aproement to vacate 
immediately Lhis holder will be dismantled and removed as soon 
us the new pasholder erected last year upon the Company land 
at Belvedere is pul mito « ration lhis urn, topeether th other 
ilems of exceptional expenditure on the worl mid district, make 

up the total of 4,18,§t1 charged apainst the pecial purpo fuse 
by this means, and the withdrawal of 4, 10,000 from the reserve fund, 
we are freed for the tin bei from the necessity of increasing 
the price of ya but unless the cost of coal, labour, and materials 
penerally oon shows a downward tendency, it s dithtceult to see 
how such an undesirable step can be much longer avoided 

WHAT CO-VPAICINERSIIV MEAN 

| come now to the item of co-partnership; aod in connection with 
this matter you will find, if you will refer to the accounts, the inter 

esting fiyures which | hall mention tS you You will unices 
the heading of sundries, ‘ Co-Partner hip, £12,020, wd oo Little 
lower down, National Insurance, 4, 4045, md then ipet 

annuation, pensions, and other funds, 4,417,041 "| shall have son 

Uhvinngy to say ubout co partnership belore | finish, but | want now to 
call your attention to the contrast in th figeuare which | have junt 
read to you 1 hie co-partnership fiprure that is to iy, the con 
tribution of the Company to co-partnersh p, £12,026 vided to the 
uperannuation, pensions, & charge ob £,17,040 apainet th year's 


revenue, makes a sum of / 1,457 paid by the Company to the co 


partnership paid voluntarily because of the 





co-partiver Thigy AEE ath gee 

nent, whereas what the ¢ ompany have quite Hinnpely paid under 
the law in regard to national insurance has been 4.4045 just on 

tenth Pherefore, when you consider your position as shareholders 
in this co-partnet hip Company, you will be plac to conpratulats 
yourselves, when you reflect upon the fipgure upon the tact that 
our working of co-partnership confers upon the working co-partners 
ten times the amount in th one year--or nearly ten tine in that 
Which the law has called for in reyvard to national ineaurane benefit 

STANDARD PRICK HIVISION 

It is probable that before lon we shall be before the LToard of 
Trade in connection with the revision of the ¢ ompany's standard 
price, Which was fixed in tozt, under the Gas Regulation Aet, at 
isd per therm Phat price, a you «are wire letermined at 
i time when post-war costs were at, or about, their highest level, and 


consequently it only to be expected that a revision will mean a 


lower standard price more nearly in accord with condition is they 
exist today We have every confidence that, when our arguments 
come to be heard by the Director of Gas Administration, they will 
be dealt with in the same fair and inpartiial manner as ha charac 
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SOUTH METROPOLITAN GAS 


COMPANY. 


Ordinary General Meeting. 


The Ordinary General Meeting of the Proprietors of the Company 
was held at the Cannon Street Hotel, E.C., last Wednesday after- 
noon, Dr. CHARLES CARPENTER in the chair. 

The SECRETARY (Mr. Frank Day) read the advertisement conven- 
ing the meeting, and the minutes of the last ordinary general meet- 
ing. Thereafter the seal of the Company was affixed to the ‘‘ Regis- 
ter of Proprietors.” 


THE ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT. 


The PRESIDENT, On rising to address the meeting, said: Ladies 
and Gentlemen,—It is with pardonable pride that, in presenting the 
report of your Board of Directors for the year 1924, I associate with 
it a reference to the fact that the past year was the centenary of 
our existence as a gas undertaking. Although works for the supply 
of gas had previously existed on the south side, as on the north, of 
the Thames, it was in 1824 that there came into being the Phoenix 
Company, which, later on, became amalgamated with the smaller 
undertaking which bore our present name. Gas supply may fairly 
claim to have had an important share in the development of the 
conditions of living during this period, and it has every reason to 
look forward to a continuance of usefulness during the second cen- 
tury upon which it has just entered. It is also pleasing to record 
the fact that, while ‘* Failure of Electric Light” is quite a common 
headline nowadays, even where its generation is in municipal hands, 
gas supply goes on uninterruptedly. Indeed, had its discovery fol- 
lowed, instead of preceding, that of electricity, it might to-day enjoy 
a reputation in respect of the conservation of coal and the distribution 
of its energy to which it is certainly entitled, but which is very often 
withheld. 

AN INCREASE OF OVER 6 P.CT. 


An increase of over 6 p.ct. in our sales of gas during the twelve- 
month surely justifies such optimism; for, as I have upon more 
than one occasion pointed out, this increase would in itself be 
enough to supply many a provincial town of considerable importance. 
There is another point that is frequently overlooked, even by those 
in authority, and this is that when electricity is the particular form 
of energy needed in industry or business it can frequently be gene- 
rated on the spot more economically with gas engines than purchased 
through the public suppliers. I recently visited one such installation 
using our gas, where the plant was on a scale large enough to supply 
the wants of places as large as (say) Bangor, Cromer, Teignmouth, 
or Whitstable, and which was giving every satisfaction. 


THE RESEARCH DEPARTMENT. 


Now behind all this development in an area the boundaries of which 
have not increased for over forty years, and supplying much 
of the material for it, has been our Research Department. Many 
years ago a careful consideration of the position satisfied us that, 
if the fullest use of the possibilities of gas supply was to be made, 
improvements would have to be forthcoming in its economic and 
convenient utilization. A public that had once been content with the 
replenishments of candle sockets, the trimming of lamps, and the 
tending of coal stoves and fires, would not expect to be required 
to extend that attitude to their gas appliances; and we then com- 
menced the task, which we have ever since continued, of improving 
as well as supplying these. The progress we have made has not 
only largely contributed to our own increase of business, but has 
placed before manufacturers, not always sympathetic to our ideals, 
examples of higher standards than those to which they had grown 
accustomed. The difference in our respective aims will be easily 
understood when it is remembered that, while our business is to 
extend the use of gas, theirs is to increase the sale of fittings. I 
will not carry this further than to mention one matter. It has been 
pointed out upon more than one occasion that relatively less gas 
is used for lighting purposes in America than in this country. One 
of the reasons for this is rather interesting, and I think you may 
like to know it. Owing to the war and the shutting-down of 
German supplies, there was a great dearth in America of the mate- 
rials used for making incandescent gas mantles. Their production 
fell-off in consequence, and electric glow-lamps were largely sub- 
stituted, with the result to which I have referred. Now, it has 
been our custom to lay-by a large store of these important materials, 
and with them we were able to give substantial support to the mantle- 
making industry here during that anxious period of our history 
dating from the outbreak of war. We have now replenished our 
stocks, and are again in the happy position of independence, while 
our staff have acquired, for emergency use, a knowledge of the 
technique of mantle making. In ordinary use a small gas mantle— 
that is, the ordinary No. 2 mantle—ought to last a year at least. 
They often last considerably longer, but I am not quite sure that 
such a life would appeal strongly to the manufacturer; for, in this 
case, as in some others, his profit may largely depend upon what 
is wasted rather than upon what is used. To revert, however, to 
the apparatus in use, gas burners require to work as independently 
as possible of atmospheric dust and dirt, which is to-day one of 
the serious problems of life in the Metropolis; and, moreover, the 
so-called fuel (or radiant) in gas fires should need little or no replace- 
ment, while the burners for boiling or roasting should maintain in 
use their highest efficiency. I am glad to be able to tell you that 
our Research Department has been itself, and in collaboration with 
outside assistance, or great service to the consumer in these 
respects. 


gas 
ga 


CHEAP AND CLEAN COAL A VITAL NECESSITY. 


From this matter of the supply of gas, I pass to the question of 
the supply of coal—our all-essential and important raw material. We 
want clean coal and cheap coal, if we are successfully to carry on 
our undertaking. This necessity is paramount. How are we to 


f 
| 
| 
| 





achieve it? It is our very life-blood, and upon it depends our 
vitality, and, indeed, our existence. Well ladies and gentlemen 
the very last thing that, as large users of coal, we want to a 
come about is the nationalization of the mines. If such an ill-con. 
ceived proposal were ever put into effect, it would mean ** Good- 
bye’’ to cheap and efficient coal production. The whole country 
would suffer from the inefficiency and insufficiency of a hureay. 
cratic parasitical organism drawing a maximum of self-nourishment 
from the community and yielding a minimum of efficiency jn return 
Most of us had some experience of governmental management during 
the late war, when, but for the efforts of private manufacturers, 
the country would have cut a sorry figure indeed. That there 
were abuses is undoubted; but these themselves not infrequently 
originated with governmental control, and the blame of accepting 
temptations to costliness which emanated from those in authority 
must not wholly rest upon the manufacturers’ shoulders. Be this 
as it may, and speaking with great deliberation on the part of this 
Company, I repeat that the last burden we are anxious to bear is q 
nationalized coal supply. Neither have we any desire to be required 
to obtain our supplies from a huge organization or federation of 
the whole or any part of the mining industry. As in all other in. 
dustries, different conditions and methods of labour and efficiency 
pertain, not only to individual areas, but to different mines. And we 
should view with dismay and alarm proposals whereby the economies 
pertaining to some were cast into a common melting-pot, where 
good and bad material would be inextricably mingled, standards of 
comparisons would be lost sight of, and the stimulus of compctitive 
working, more necessary than ever in internal application to the 
industries of this country, would be denied its fullest expression. 


FREE MARKETS A CRYING NEED. 

The crying need of the consumer to-day is for free markets within 
the land. If, owing to high costs or low returns, a mine ceases 
to be profitably worked, surely it should be closed-down, unless 
local conditions can be adjusted to meet its exigencies. But the per- 
nicious proposal of “‘ robbing Peter to pay Paul,” by bolstering-up 
the inefficient by the better working of the efficient, can only lead 
to disaster in which the community as a whole would be the sufferer, 
One of the defects of the labour system of to-day is its organization 
into more or less water-tight compartments. The correctives for 
unemployment in the coal industry should be extended employment 
in others needing development—in other words, that the underground 
unemployed might turn their hands to work above. I have em- 
phasized, but none too strongly, the need of the community for cheap 
coal; and in pointing out what appear to me to be the evils of 
nationalization, it must not be supposed that I regard the present 
organization of our mining industry as by any means perfect 


THE MINING INDUSTRY AND CO-PARTNERSHIPS. 
The imperative demand of to-day is the adoption of the co-partner- 
ship principle in the mining industry. The employees would then 
feel they had an interest other than as mere wage-earners in the 
industry with which they were associated, and a spirit of pride in 
their employment; an emulation in efficiency thereby being engen- 
dered, having a quality of the kind which has been so clearly ex- 
pressed in our own case for over one-third of a century. TI believe 
the employers as a whole would be sympathetic. 1 believe their 
fear is in the attitude thereto of the unions, who seem at times to 
put their faith in the sword rather than in the olive-branch. Many 
years ago this Company were fought by the union on the subject 
of the continuance or the abolition of co-partnership, and upon 
nothing else. Since then, the relations of employers and employed 
have been characterized by peace and contentment, happiness and 
efficiency. Will never the truth become known or accepted that 
there is no valid reason why the blessings enjoyed by the gas con- 
sumer should not be extended a preceding stage—namely, to the 
coal user? I have observed from time to time prominent persons— 
generally political, sometimes academic, at times even aristocratic— 
announcing their intention of associating themselves with an organi- 
zation promoted for the purpose of furthering the ideals of labour 
May I offer the suggestion that, if they would but join the South 
Metropolitan Company’s partnership, they would have a_ splendid 
opportunity of becoming acquainted at first hand, if not with the 
labour problem, at any rate with its solution? 
WORKING RESULTS OF THE YEAR. 

I now turn to financial matters. You will observe that we have 
paid-off the temporary preference stock issued under the Act of 1916. 
It was urged at the time that when the war disturbance righted 
itself the need for this capital would cease. Unfortunately, it turne’ 
out that, with but little diminished working costs in all directions 
our requirements increased rather than diminished, and we had 'o 
supplement the issue later on by the issue of debertures. As regards 
the working results of the year, these have proved disappointing. 
Success, as I need not remind you, largely depends upon the clos 
ness with which coal costs are approached by residual values. The 
latter, however, slumped much sooner than the price of coal fell; 
and, as you will observe, we have had to dip very deeply into the 
balance brought forward from the last account We are short 0" 
the year’s working by £173,000. Whether the average price @ 
which we can buy coal for the current vear will enable us to balance 


the deficiency, is uncertain; and, furthermore, the problem of cheap 
gas supply is not helped by the upward tendency of wages generally. 
But whatever happens, I can assure the dweller or worker i" South 
London that he need not be made anxious by alarmist head-lines 0" 


° ; sane ely 
contents bills of ‘‘ London in Darkness ’’?; he may continue tot 


upon his supply of lighting gas. 
THE CHARGE FOR GAS. 


. P ‘ ‘ P poe atter 
In connection with the price of gas, there is a very important m4 
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of policy which | think 1 ought to introduce at this stage. Now, 
two courses are open to us. Since we cannot depend upon the cost 
of coal, or labour, or the values of residuals remaining at a constant 
figure year alter year, we must choose one of two alternatives. ‘The 
first is to charge a level price for gas, high enough when times are 
good to recoup losses when times are bad. This method covers-up, 
if | may say so, the necessity for announcing from time to time 
changes in the price of gas, either down or up as the casé may be— 
the latter occasion being, of course, the unpopular one with the con- 
sumer. The other policy is always to work with as little margin 
as possible, even though this course necessitates the unpleasant need 
from time to time of increasing the price. We have adopted for 
many years the latter course in all our dealings with the public, 
and we believe that it is in the long run in their best interests. With 
rapidly accumulating funds in hand, there would perhaps be a ten- 
dency to examine expenditure less critically than when our require- 
ments for labour or materials are more closely provided; and al- 
though at times we may have to incur the criticism attaching to an 
announcement of an increase in the price of gas, I believe most of 
our consumers have understood our policy in the matter, and that it 
was dictated by their interests. In accordance with the suggestion 
of a proprietor at the last meeting, we have entered on the accounts 
separately the charges under the headings of Health and Unemploy- 
ment Insurance respectively. The latter item is a heavy charge 
upon an industry whose operations tend to the reduction of unemploy- 
ment, since it employs a larger number of men in winter than in 
summer, 
PURIFICATION, 


The only other item to which | think I need draw attention is that 
for purification, which is a very heavy one. I may surprise you if | 
point out that the tests applied to gas supply are of a far more strin- 
gent character than any prescribed or used for our food supplies ; 
and in order to satisfy these tests in the year in question, we had to 
spend a large sum of money upon special plant and chemicals to 
meet certain troublesome contingencies. The public were no beiter 
olf for this heavy expenditure; but we had a technical obligation to 
fulfil, and we did so successfully, though expensively. The Bill for 
which we shall ask your approval later in the afternoon will be ex- 
plained to you then. I have already spoken to you of our co-part- 
nership. No praise is too great for the harmonious way in which all 
employees have worked during the year. ‘There is an impression 
in some minds—or, perhaps I should say, with some persons—that 
the idea of physical labour as a means of existence is distasteful. 
lhe suggestion is hardly less insidious than astounding; and at any 
rate with our own employees, | believe it is unfounded. , 


CHANGES ON THE BOARD. 


Finally, 1 must refer to the loss sustained by your Directorate by the 
death of their colleague, Mr. Kenneth Hawksley. It is fourteen years 
since he was elected by you in place of the late Mr. Cardwell. In 
his temporary absence abroad at the time acknowledgment was made 
of your confidence by his father, the late Mr. Charles Hawksley— 
lather and son both being associated with an old-standing firm of 
civil engineers widely experienced in gas and water undertakings. 
We are the poorer by the death of both these shareholders, whose 
interests in gas dated back to the early days of the industry. By the 
election of Mr. Benjamin R. Green, the Board have a colleague whos 
knowledge of gas supply and association with other important gas 
undertakings provide specialized assistance in the conduct of a busi- 
ness which becomes more and more exigent in these respects. 


1 ) I have 
much pleasure in moving: 


‘““ That the report and accounts now presented be received and 
adopted, and the report entered on the minutes.” 
| will ask the Vice-President to second this. [Applause. | 
(he VICE-PRESIDENT (Mr. Frank H. Jones): Many of us in this 
hall have heard Dr. Carpenter in the past on a number of occasions; 
but 1 venture to say that to-day he has been better perhaps than ever 
before. In what he has told us, he has given us all a great deal to 


think about ; and I am not going to spoil it by doing anything more 
than formally second the motion. 


PROPRIETORS’ QUESTIONS. 
Mr. FRANK LIVESEY remarked that, assuming the cost of thi 


54 P.ct. dividend for the year was approximately the same as for the 
Previous year, the unpleasant facts were revealed that the Company 
had not earned the dividend they were proposing to pay by over 
4£150,000, and that, in order to provide the cash to pay this dividend 
to redeem the redeemable preference stock, and to carry on the 
business, it had been necessary to sell £100,000 of securities and 
‘o have resort to their bankers for a loan of no less than £290,000. 
While the Directors had much upon which they could congratulate 


themselves, he did feel that their financial policy was open 


. : to 
Criticism, 


yer tl It appeared now that the fixing of the price of gas at 8d. 
per therm over twelve months ago was unwarranted, because such a 


a ’ ould only be maintained by the abnormal prices ruling for re- 
sicuals at that time. Now the inevitable slump had taken place, and 


ld "Cece: , . ; j 
i id be necessary for the Company to increase the price of gas. 
ned to him that the wisest course for the Company to adopt 


Would | increae * 
so ! be to increase the price from the next quarter day by an amount 
the ‘ent to meet immediate needs, and to maintain that price until 


great 


Sraat de al had been done for the employees; and he welcomed it. A 
- ceal had also been done for the consumers, by selling gas to 
“icm at a cheap rate, and, what was much more important, by the 
: Service rendered by the Company’s distribution department. 

if pore shareholder had, however, received too little attention. 
a ed in the profit and loss account a little item of 414,000 dis- 
n redeemable stock redeemed. That stock was issued to re- 


‘nancial position of the Company had very greatly improved. A 








te " ‘te ay debt to the bank; whether it was issued to the public 
thei: ank he did not know. He asked the Board seriously to do 


very utmost to maintain t 


increase ‘the he rate of dividend at 52 p.ct., and to 


price of gas (which could be quite safely done) to meet 
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this need. He rejoiced to sce the stock of the Company once again 
standing at parity, and hoped that the Board’s conduct of the Com- 
pany’s affairs might be such that it would remain so. He much re- 
gretted to notice the spirit of boastfulness manifested by the Company 
in regard to the price charged by them for gas. He seriously sug- 
gested that. this constant boasting had a tendency to warp the good 
judgment of the Board in matters of price, and to render them apt to 
put off increasing the price when it should be done. He hoped his 
remarks would be taken in the spirit in which they were offered. 

Mr. HAVELOCK WEST noticed by the balance-sheet that the preier- 
ence shares had been paid off, and that there was a temporary loan 
of £290,000. Did the Board purpose raising any more capital? If 
so, were they going to re-issue the preference shares? He noticed 
in connection with a similar company that there was some question 
of raising wages. What did their own Company intend to do, as a 
co-partnership undertaking ? 

The PRESIDENT: The answer to Mr. West is that we have no imme- 
diate intention of issuing any more stock. The fact that we have a 
loan at the bank jis not an unusual one by any means; and as it is 
of a temporary character, it is, 1 think, preferable to raising new 
capital. With regard to the preference stock paid off under the terms 
of the Act, we are empowered to re-issue this at any future time we 
may consider desirable. As regards the wages of the employees, the 
principle of co-partnership is that they shall be those current for the 
particular work performed and which have been agreed upon as dis- 
trict rates. We employ members of a great many different trades— 
not only the stokers Who work in the retort house, but bricklayers, 
fitters, plumbers, chemical workers, &c.; and our practice is to pay 






the wages which are current in those particular industries. These 
we shall continue to pay. The fact that we, and the other Company 


to which Mr. West has referred, are co-partnership undertakings, does 
not affect the position at all. As to Mr. Livesey’s criticism, we have 
had very long training in this Company in the importance of selling 
gas at the lowest possible price; we think that in the long run this 
will best contribute to the stability of the undertaking. At any rate, 
it is the policy which has been followed consistently—certainly since 
1880; and I cannot ho!d out the slightest hope that it will be departed 
from. When we decided to reduce the price of gas, we had some- 
thing like £250,000 in hand, and there was every prospect of our 
being able to make ends meet during this year. We were not able to 
do that; and the result will be—provided we do not get sufficient 
relief in the matter of coal—that we shall have to raise the price of 
gas. But our policy in that respect has been to put the price down 
whenever possible; and when unavoidable, we put it up. From the 
general attitude of our consumers to us in this matter, | feel sure we 
have their approval. I am not prepared to make any statement with 
regard to future dividends, but would remind you that for the last 
two years we have paid—and not under the most favourable circum- 
stances—higher dividends than have been paid before in the history 
of the undertaking. I am not quite sure what the point of the 
criticism was with regard to the issue of the stock. It was a public 
issue, and we got the best price we could. When the term for which 
the capital had been raised ran out, we had to pay it off. It is for 
that reason the £14,000 appears in our accounts. It is to correct the 
difference between the £250,000 issued and the amount actually re- 
ceived—£236,000. The price was the best obtainable under the 
circumstances existing at the date of issue. On the question of 
boastfulness, I can assure Mr. Livesey that we have no more desire 
to be boastful that I believe he has; but in applying to Parliament 
for an Act, we have to set out certain facts, and it is certainly the 
case that generally—l might almost say habitually—we have sold 
gas at a lower price than the other Metropolitan Companies. I do 
not know that it is anything to boast about; but it is something 
to be very proud of, and I am exceedingly proud to be in a position 
to say that it is the truth. [Applause.] I think I have now dealt 
fully with Mr. Livesey’s criticisms. We are glad to have him with 
us, and to hear what he has to say. 

Mr. CHARLES WEBB remarked that, from one point of view, he 
rather hoped the accounts might have the effect of depressing the 
price of the Company’s stock, because he had orders to buy if it 
got down to a certain figure. When asked, his advice to those 
who owned stock in the Company was to keep it. 

The resolution was then put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously. 


THE DIVIDEND. 
‘The PRESIDENT: I have now to move: 


That dividends as follows for the year ended Dec. 31 last be 
now declared—viz., 5 p.ct. on the redeemable preference stock 
and 5} p.ct. on the ordinary stock; and that warrants be trans- 
mitted to the registered addresses of the proprietors by post for 
the amount of such dividends less the interim dividends paid in 
respect of the first half of the year. 


_Mr. B. R. GREEN: I have great pleasure in seconding the resolu- 
tion just proposed; and I should like to take the opportunity of ex- 
pressing my warmest thanks to the President for his generous refer- 
ence to me. 

The motion was agreed to. 

RE-ELECTIONS. 

The PRESIDENT: | have next to propose that Mr. Arthur Matthews 
Paddon be re-elected a Director of the Company. 

Mr. J. MrEws: | have pleasure in s conding that. Mr. Paddon 
has done so much good work for the Company that the best thing 
we can do is to re-elect him. . 

The resolution was carried. 

The PRESIDENT: I propose that 
Director of the Company. 

Mr. E. Honoratus Lioyp: | am pleased to second that. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. A. M. Pappon: I thank you very heartily for this expression 
of your renewed confidence. 1 cannot conscientiously say that | 
have contributed in any marked degree to the success of this under- 


Mr. Frank Bush be re-elected a 
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taking, but I am none the less proud on that account of my associa- 
tion with it. 

Mr. FRANK BusH: Let me thank you for again re-electing me 
a Director. It reminds me of my long association with the Com- 
pany, and of many happy years’ service. Desiring to continue this 
service, I gave notice offering myself for re-election. You have rati- 
fied my wish by again returning me as a member of the Directorate, 
for which I heartily and sincerely thank you. 

On the proposition of Mr. L. PASMORE, seconded by Mr. WEBB, 
Mr. George S. Fry was re-elected an Auditor of the Company. 





Extraordinary General Meeting. 

The PRESIDENT: That closes the business of the General Meeting. 
I will now ask the Secretary to read the notice convening the Extra- 
ordinary Meeting. 

The SECRETARY read the notice. 

The PRESIDENT: Ladies and Gentlemen,—The Bill for which we 
have to ask your assent this afternoon is neither a long nor a com- 
plicated one, and I do not think it will be difficult for me to explain 
its main provisions. Its preamble recites such of our existing powers 
and practices as are relative to the presently-to-be-considered pro- 
posals. It refers to the powers possessed by the Company to supply 
gas in bulk to, or to amalgamate with or purchase, other under- 
takings; to the special methods employed by us for the evaluation, 
purchase, and transport of gas coal from the North; to our Com- 
pany’s equipment for research; the low price that has been charged 
for gas; and, finally, that it would be in the public interest if these 
and other advantages we have could be shared by certain similar 
organizations. The Bill then proceeds to suggest by clauses the 
modus operandi for carrying out the proposals. 

Clause 1 cites the short title. 

Clause 2 gives power to enter into agreements with other similar 
undertakings for the beneficial use of plant or methods for dealing 
with coals or products, for the provision of research and the pro- 
vision of funds; while at the same time—and this is important—the 
undertakings which may be associated are not relieved of any 
of their respective obligations to others. Furthermore, that any 
such proposals are to be approved by the Board of Trade, and par- 
ticulars of them furnished to the London County Council, who would 
have the right to be heard with regard to them by the Board of 
Trade. 

Clause 3 particularly specifies the physical facilities which the Com- 
pany may share with other undertakings, incidental, of course, to 
the business of gas undertakings. 

Clause 4 is a financial one, and would allow of financial associa- 
tion as part of the arrangements for what I may Call material asso- 
ciation, by the issue of consideration in the form of shares and stock; 
and it also lays-down the method to be observed in valuing such 
shares or stock for the purposes indicated. 

Clause 5 provides for an increase in the number of Directors of 
this Company’s Board to the extent of one member for each and 
any other undertaking so associated up to the number of three, and 
for their remuneration. The special qualifications required by this 
Company’s Act of 1921 do not apply to such persons. 

Clause 6 authorizes this Company to exchange shares with, or 
to advance money to, an associated one. 

Clause 7 provides for the compensation of Directors or other offi- 
cials, if an amalgamation with, or purchase of, any other company 
is ever carried out under the powers to amalgamate or purchase. 

Clause 8 extends the powers of the undertaking with regard to 

ulk supplies. It is merely a more modern form recently adopted 
in the Model Bill issued by the House Authorities of a power we 
already possess. 

Clause 9 covers costs and charges. 

POWERS OF MUTUAL ASSISTANCE. 
These, ladies and gentlemen, are the proposals to which we ask 
your assent to-day. In conjunction with powers already possessed 
by us, they enable the Company, by mutual arrangement, but not 
otherwise, to carry out proposals of the kind I will now proceed 
to indicate. As far back as 1868, Parliament recognized the de- 
sirability of gas undertakings pooling their advantages in the public 
interest by amalgamation; and it was in pursuance of this policy 
that, fifty years ago or thereabouts, this Company united with other» 
more favourably circumstanced as regards facilities. Now, up to 
a point the amalgamation idea worked satisfactorily, and the public 
has benefited accordingly. While, at the moment, it seems that 
further amalgamations are not practicable, at any rate, in the near 
future, there is no reason why many of the advantages of an amal- 
gamation should not be attained to the benefit of the public and 
of the companies concerned. The Bill seeks to make possible the 
advantages of amalgamation without certain disadvantages which 
amalgamations might bring about, even were they possible. Under 
the proposals of the Bill, the individuality of the various associated 
undertakings would be maintained, and such undertakings would 
be encouraged to develop on their old lines with inspiration from 
new ones jointly agreed upon. Past comparison of working and 
efficiency would continue unimpaired in usefulness, and the officials 
and staff continue to work out their own particular destinies with 
mutual help and guidance on a wider scale than would be other- 
wise possible. Local circumstances and conditions would continue 
to be observed, and would give a greater feeling of confidence to 
the consumer. Our friends the London Electricity Supply Com- 
panies have had somewhat similar powers to assist one another 
since 1908, and in 1919 Parliament conferred powers similar to theirs 
on electricity undertakers throughout the country. Powers of 
mutual assistance by agreement must be good for any industry, 
and should in our case be a further aid towards cheapening the 
price, and thereby increasing the sale, of gas. I beg to propose: 
That the Bill now submitted to this meeting entitled ‘‘ A 
Bill to allow of Agreements between the South Metropolitan Gas 
Company and other Gas Undertakings for Mutual Assistance, and 
for other purposes,’’ he, and the same is hereby, approved, 
s@ject to such additions, alterations, and variations as Parlia- 
ment may think fit to make therein. 








— 


The VICE-PRESIDENT: I have pleasure in seconding that. In the 
past you have often been asked to pass resolutions helping forward 
gas legislation; and you will be most unwise if you do noi give 
your assent on the present occasion. Your Board have never let 
you down in regard to legislation, and we firmly believe that our 
present proposals will be for the good of ourselves and everybody else, 

Mr. LIVESEY, referring to clause 2, said this began: ‘* The Com- 
pany and ‘any company with whom the Company are or may be 
authorized to amalgamate.’’ Were there any companies with whom 
the Company were now authorized to amalgamate? Clause 4 pro- 
vided that any agreement entered into under the provisions of the 
Act might provide that any consideration being in the nature of 4 
capital payment might be satisfied wholly or in part by the allotment 
of shares or stock in the capital of the Company. If to settle any 
capital payment like this new stock were issued, would this bear a 
6 p.ct. dividend, and thus prejudice the existing 5 p.ct. shareholders? 
Clause 5 stipulated that the Directors of the Company might at any 
time appoint any person being a Director of any company which had 
entered into an agreement with the Company to be a Director of 
the Company. Would these Directors come up for re-election by 
the shareholders in the usual way ? 

The PRESIDENT: In the matter of amalgamation, I do not know 
that I can go into the specific question of what undertakings this Com- 
pany may or may not be entitled to amalgamate with at the present 
time. I do not think it would be judicious, and it certainly would 
not be helpful to the shareholders. The price at which stock will 
be issued will depend upon circumstances, and I must ask you to 
leave this to the Board to deal with if, and when, a possibility of this 
kind comes along. It would have to be a mutual arrangement be- 
tween the representatives of one company and the representatives of 
another. The extra Directors would not be elected by the share- 
holders in this Company, because they would hold their seats by 
virtue of their association with the allied undertaking. 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously. 

VOTES OF THANKS. 

The PRESIDENT: Before we separate, there is one other duty | 
have to perform—namely, to ask you to pass a vote of thanks to 
our staff, in which I include all ranks. We have to mourn the de- 
cease of two officials whose services and devotion to the Company’s 
interests stand out somewhat prominently. The death of Mr. William 
David Hunter, the Engineer of the Rotherhithe Works, was on 
of those heavy sorrows left to the hand of Time to inflict; he had 
laboured long and earnestly in the engineering department. Mr. 
Charles Franks was a younger man, cut-off in nearly his prime. 
Originally the Engineer of our Bankside Works, his sound knowledge 
was utilized during the war in the construction of chemical works 
for the production of war material; and it was while carrying out 
this work, in which he was unsparing of his health and strength, that 
he laid the foundation of a disease to which he eventually succumbed. 
But the work must go on, and we are grateful to the staff as a 
whole for the way in which from time to time they close the ranks 
and carry on. I must particularize, and do so by saying that in 
Mr. M‘Leod we have an admirable head, and I am pleased to know 
he has not yet given us the anxiety of dealing with his retirement. 
I should like to take the opportunity of congratulating him on your 
behalf, as I feel sure I may, upon his appointment as a Justice of 
the Peace for the County of London. (Applause.) 

Mr. WEBB: I should like to second that, for the staff deserve ou 
very heartiest thanks. 

The resolution having been cordially agreed to, 2d 

Mr. F. M‘LEoD acknowledged the vote, and expressed appreciation 
of the kind remarks of the President, on his own behalf and on that 
of his colleagues in all ranks of the service. They all greatly de- 
plored the loss of Mr. Hunter and Mr. Franks, with whom they had 
been associated for many years. The staff, from top to bottom, hi 
felt sure, deserved the commendation which it was customary to giv 
at these meetings. All were conscious throughout the year that 
they enjoyed the confidence of the Board, and it was a very pleasant 
confirmation of this impression when they had the endorsement of the 
shareholders. The great importance of the service rendered by the 
Company to the public as a whole was not always realized. It was, 
however, a fact that somewhere approaching 2 million people wer 
dependent in lesser or greater degree every day of the year for their 
comfort and convenience—and to a large extent their health—on the 
service rendered by the Company’s workpeople. It was hardly pos 
sible to find a house in the district supplied by the South Metropoli- 
tan Company in which the inhabitants were not relying upon that 
constant service which was conveyed to their household by means of 
the Company’s mains. Day or night, by merely turning a tap, _ 
got what they expected to get. This great responsibility was realize 
to the full by the officials; but it was only because they were supported 
most loyally and zealously by the men of all ranks, that the Company 


were able to maintain the reputation they had built up for good = 
efficient service—an unfailing service, always to be relied a wit 
in doing 


was the aim of all to serve the public efficiently, knowing that in. 
so they were serving the stockholders; and so long as this spirit pre- 
vailed, the proprietors might rest assured that their interests were 
being looked after in the best possible manner. The President s ae 
sonal reference to himself he very highly appreciated, and sincerely 
thanked him and the proprietors for their kind congratulations. ‘ 
Mr. WEBB proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the President = 
Directors, who had done their level best in the interests of t 
Company. 
Mr. LivesEyY seconded; and the vote was accorded with : 
tion. : 
The PRESIDENT: I am much obliged to you for thi 
your confidence. Whether the shareholders are getting all they ous ; 
to is, of course, a matter for discussion. As far back as 1913; ot 


cclama- 


s rent wal of 


i ivi : ew were nots 
thereabouts, I was rapidly arriving at the belief that they w e ba 
but then the war came. In reconstructing after the war. Wé on 


an Act which I believe forms a very sound and safe foundation 
any rate, it has received eulogy in many quarters. I sped see 
the long run it will be to the advantage, not only of the pub ic ee 
of the employees, but of the stockholders as well. 1 thank you 
your reception. 
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SOUTH SUBURBAN 


The Annual Ordinary Meeting of the Company was held on Friday 
last, at the Cannon Street Hotel, E.C.—Sir J. FoRTESCUE FLANNERY, 
Bart. (the Deputy Chairman), presiding. 


Mr. CHARLES HUNT'S INDISPOSITION. 


The CHAIRMAN: I am sorry to have to announce to you that our 
Chairman, Mr. Charles Hunt, has been forbidden by his doctor to 
be with us to-day. This is a matter for very great regret indeed. I 
may say it was with difficulty he was prevailed upon to obey the 
doctor’s orders, so anxious was he to be amongst us. I am sure 
everyone in the room will join with me in the hope that he may 
be very speedily restored to health. If that wish is conveyed to him 
from the shareholders to-day, it will be an encouragement and a 
help to him in his illness. 

The SECRETARY (Mr. Wilfrid Wastell) then read the notice con- 
vening the meeting; and after the confirmation of the minutes of 
the last meeting, the Directors’ report and the statement of accounts 
were taken as read. 

DIFFICULTIES OF THE PAST YEAR. 

The CHAIRMAN: I have now to move: ‘* That the report of the 
Directors, and the accounts examined and signed by the Auditors, 
be received, adopted, and the report entered upon the minutes.’’ The 
operations of the Company during the year 1924 have been carried 
out under some unexpected difficulties. We have endeavoured to keep 
down the price of gas, with all the advantages of low price which 
arise from the sliding-scale—attendant advantages both to the con- 
sumers and to the co-partners, whether the worker co-partners or 
the shareholder co-partners, who are not actually engaged in the 
business. These difficulties have arisen from the high costs of pro- 
ducing gas and from the low prices that we have been able to obtain 
for residuals. Our chief encouragement, on the other hand, has been 
the ever-increasing demand for gas, and the ever-increasing number 
of consumers. The demand for illumination is one of the features 
of the age in which we live. None of you can ever have taken a 
walk in the business centres—particularly in the shopping centres— 
of South London, or any of the provincial towns, without observing 
how much the tradesmen resort to brilliant illumination for the pur- 
pose of increasing their business; and I have noticed myself that the 
greater the illumination, the greater apparently is the prosperity of 
the shopkeeper who has resorted to it. The same demand is seen 
in domestic: life. The small illumination which contented our grand- 
fathers and our grandmothers is no longer sufficient, even in the 
humblest home. It is an age of greater illumination, and, there- 
fore, an age of ever-increasing gas consumption for both domestic 
and business purposes. 


HOW GAS PRICES HAVE BEEN REDUCED. 


Last year we reduced the price of gas, on the faith of expected lower 
prices of coal. That is to say, we continued one reduction, and we 
established another one. We had faith not only in lower prices for 
coal, which everyone in the industry expected, but also in a reasonable 
continuance of the prices we had been receiving for coke, tar, and 
other residuals. In both these expectations, however, we have suf- 
fered disappointinent. Just to illustrate the great reduction which 
has been effected in the price of gas—and I think this point cannot 
too forcibly be brought to the notice of both shareholders and con- 
sumers—I may mention what has happened within the last four 
years. At the end of 1921, the charge for gas was 14 3-5d. per 
therm; but throughout 1924 the price has been 9 4-5d. per therm— 
a reduction, as you will see, of a very large percentage in these four 
years. The reductions in the price of coke—which is, perhaps, as 
Important a residual as any a gas company can rely upon—have been 
very considerable. At the beginning of 1924 we were getting 36s. to 
37s. a ton for coke, but by the end of the year it was down to 32s.; 
while in regard to some of the wholesale prices the difference is 
even greater. As I have said, the great comfort that you as share- 
holders may take home with you is the increasing popularity of gas, 
because it is labour-saving—not only labour-saving in manufacturing 
operations, but in every household—and because of the convenience 
and economy that invariably arise from its extended use. That our 
Consumers appreciate these facts is shown by the figures quoted in the 
report. During the past year, 9585 cookers, fires, and other gas- 
Consuming appliances were sold or hired to consumers within the 
Company’s district—a figure which is very large indeed in comparison 
with the general operations of the Company—and if we add to this 
b105 lighting pendants and brackets sold, we arrive at a grand total 
of 15,690, which is just over 3000 more than the corresponding figures 
for the previous year. Now figures speak; and no one can deny 

hgures of comparison like these prove that our consumers— 


ugh now and again, of course, we get a complaint—are more than 
sfied. 









AMPLE ROOM FOR FURTHER EXPANSION. 


The area of our district is about 20 miles long and about 15 miles 
Wide, approximately 250 square miles, which is a very large area 
indeed; and it will interest you when | mention that the in- 
creases to which I have referred in the consumption of gas are 
spread with considerable uniformity—with almost surprising unifor- 
mity— over the whole of this area of 250 Square miles. Thus it is 
seen that this increasing popularity of gas is not confined either 


ra the town’ sections or to the rural sections of our district. We 
a. as you are fully aware, both classes of population, and some 
a, rural districts are very rural and countrified indeed. | Then 
Poy Be another point which will interest you, and that is that 
acta ate of consumption of gas over the whole 24 hours, 
The to 'y throughout our district, is on the Sunday, about 1 o’clock. 


‘ Pee gd homes are apparently increasingly in the habit of 
OK ~ . = . - . 
°oking the Sunday’s dinner by means of gas, with the result, as 


GAS COMPANY. 


I have stated, that both in summer and in winter the highest peak 
of consumption is at the time when this is being prepared. 


SALES OF GAS INCREASE 9} P.CT, 


Now, the sales of gas in 1924 amounted to 1,385,345 therms more 
than in 1923, and this was an increase of 9} p.ct. 1 notice that 
some of our sister companies have been very pleased with an in- 
crease of about 6 p.ct. It is not because of any greater merit on 
the part of this Company that our increase has been as much as 
9} p.ct. The reason, | believe, is very largely this: As I have 
stated, big areas of our district are suburban and rural, and it is 
there that new houses are going up more rapidly than they are in 
the town districts. This, at all events, is one of the reasons why 
our increase is at a greater percentage than that of some of the 
other companies, whose areas are already filled-up to a large extent 
with the houses that will be ult'mately upon them. Ot course, 
some portion of the increase has been due to the wintry weather. 
It has been good gas weather in 1924, although it has been weather 
we have naturally complained about from other points of view. 
THE ACCOUNTS. 

Now I turn to the accounts, and I will ask you to join with me 
in examining two or three of the more interesting hgures. Not- 
withstanding the substantial increase in the quantity o! gas _ sold, 
the income of 4,636,395 from this source is about 4£,25,000 less 
than for the previous year. ‘This difference is due to the two reduc- 
tions of price which were given in 1923, and which, of course, ad- 
versely atfect the income under this head jor the year now being 
reviewed. On the other hand, the income from the rent of meters, 
stoves, &c., on hire shows an increase of about £,6500, and is, 0! 
course, a direct return upon expenditure of past years. With re- 
gard to residuals, the income from coke shows an increase of nearly 
428,000. Unfortunately, however, the market for coke to-day pre- 
sents a far less favourable outlook than it did this time last year, 
and there are unmistakable indications that it will be ditlicult to 
maintain to-day’s selling prices beyond the immediate {uture. ‘The 
position is very much the same as regards tar, the high prices 
ruling during 1923 having declined rapidly in the past year. It 
cannot be said that there is likely to be in the near future any sub- 
stantial recovery in the price of this important product. So, Loo, 
with sulphate of ammonia—we are unabie at present to hope for 
any material increase in income from this source. Turning to the 
debit side of the revenue account, the only items to which special 
reference need be made are those dealing with repairs of appliances. 
With regard to these, we are departing a little this year trom our 
usual practice by not debiting revenue with the full cost of the ex- 
ceptionally large number of new gas fires issued on simple hire terms 
during the past year, as it is felt that this abnormally high charge 
may tairly be spread over a period of years; and the same procedure 
is followed in the case of fittings. You may also remember that 
in the years 1922-23 we transferred to the credit of the special 
purposes fund the sum of 415,800, and we are this year charg- 
ing against that fund the cost of writing off the value of an 
obsolete gasholder standing upon land at Erith which belongs to 
Messrs. Vickers, Ltd., and which we are under agreement to vacate 
immediately. This holder will be dismantled and removed as soon 
as the new gasholder erected last year upon the Company’s land 
at Belvedere is put into operation. This sum, together with other 
items of exceptional expenditure on the works and district, makes 
up the total of 418,511 charged against the special purposes fund. 
By this means, and the withdrawal of £)10,000 from the reserve fund, 
we are freed for the time being from the necessity of increasing 
the price of gas; but unless the cost of coal, labour, and materials 
generally soon shows a downward tendency, it is difficult to see 
how such an undesirable step can be much longer avoided. 


WHAT CO-PARTNERSHIP MEANS. 


I come now to the item of co-partnership; and in connection with 
this matter you will find, if you will refer to the accounts, the inter- 
esting figures which | shall mention to you. You will see under 
the heading of sundries, ‘* Co-Partnership, £:12,626,’’ and a little 
lower down, ‘* National Insurance, £53045,’ and then, ‘* Super- 
annuation, pensions, and other funds, '4517,631.’’ I shall have some- 
thing to say about co-partnership before | finish, but I want now to 
call your attention to the contrast in the figures which I have just 
read to you. The co-partnership figure—that is to say, the con- 
tribution of the Company to co-partnership, £12,626—added to the 
superannuation, pensions, &c., charge of £17,631 against this year’s 
revenue, makes a sum of £30,257 paid by the Company to the co- 
partnership—paid voluntarily because of the co-partnership arrange- 
ment, whereas what the Company have quite willingly paid under 
the law in regard to national insurance has been £3045—just one- 
tenth. Therefore, when you consider your position as shareholders 
in this co-partnership Company, you will be glad to congratulate 
yourselves, when you reflect upon the figures, upon the fact that 
our working of co-partnership confers upon the working co-partners 
ten times the amount in this one year—or nearly ten times—as that 
which the law has called for in regard to national insurance benefits. 


STANDARD PRICE REVISION. 


It is probable that before long we shall be before the Board of 
Trade in connection with the revision of the Company’s standard 
price, whick was fixed in 1921, under the Gas Regulation Act, at 
15d. per therm. That price, as you are aware, was determined at 
a time when post-war costs were at, or about, their highest level, and 
consequently it is only to be expected that a revision will mean a 
lower standard price more nearly in accord with conditions as they 
exist to-day. We have every confidence that, when our arguments 
come to be heard by the Director of Gas Administration, they will 
be dealt with in the same fair und impartial manner as has charac- 
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terized the cases of three other companies decided during the past 
few months. 
THE CAPITAL POSITION, 


There is one other item in the balance-sheet that is of considerable 
importance. If you will turn to it, you will find an item ‘* Tem- 
porary loan, £300,000 ’’—that is, £80,000 more than a year ago, 
notwithstanding the fact that we issued during 1924 £100,000 more 
of 5 p.ct. ordinary stock. That, again, is a reflection of the great 
increase in the Company’s business. That is to say, as new houses 
and shops go up, as the popularity of gas increases, and as the 
number of consumers grows, so provision has to be made for in- 
creased plant, particularly in mains, &c.; and, therefore, it comes 
about that we have to put more money into capital. The question 
has been before the Board from time to time as to how far we 
should have recourse to temporary loans, the interest upon which is 
reasonable, and how far we should issue fresh stock, the interest 
on which is rather more than we have to pay if we borrow. The in- 
creasing expansion of the Company’s business makes a continuous 
demand for capital, and in September last. it was decided to offer 
by tender 4 100,000 of the Company’s 5 p.ct. ordinary stock at a 
minimum price of £101. The response was particularly gratifying 
to the Directors, inasmuch as the sum required was applied for 
nearly four times over; the average price realized being £103 17s. 1d. 
per £100 of stock. The highest price offered was £110, and the 
lowest, of course, 4101; and it was a matter of some little regret 
to the Directors that only about one-third of the applicants tendering 
secured allotment. We did our best to spread the allotment as 
widely as possible, but, as I say, only about one-third of those tender- 
ing could be accommodated. Care will be taken that, on the next 
issue of a similar character by this Company, particulars shall be 
specially and individually brought to the notice of the hundreds of 
applicants whose tenders we could not accept on this occasion. 
DEVELOPMENTS AT BELVEDERE. 

I have very little more to say. I am afraid I am detaining you un- 
duly, but I want you to appreciate all the facts of interest to the Com- 
pany. Our new holder at Belvedere, to which I have already made 
reference, will shortly be in full work, and our new residential area, 
which was bought about two years ago, is, as was explained at the 
time, for the purpose of affording, among other facilities, housing 
accommodation for such of our employees as may be sufficiently near 
to avail themselves of it. You may remember that before the war 
we purchased very nearly 260 acres of land at Belvedere, with a very 
extensive river frontage, with very extensive railway facilities, and 
also with a very good road frontage; and the intention at that 
time was that we should avail ourselves of sea-borne coal. The 
war, however, supervened, and all calculations of cost were upset in 
our trade, as well as in the trade of every man in this room, what- 
ever it may be; and in the result we are not quite where we 
were before the war, and we have not been able to take advantage 
up to the present time of water-borne coal. The matter ‘will not, 
of course, be lost sight of by the Board, but, as you will quite 
appreciate, the conditions brought about by the war are not yet over, 
and normal working has not yet been fully established. 


IN PRAISE OF CO-PARTNERSHIP. 


Before I sit down, let me say one word about co-partnership. I have 
been associated now with co-partnership, I forget for how many 
years exactly, but it must be very nearly, if not quite, 25 years; 
and every year my faith in the virtues of co-partnership has increased. 
| believe that the late Sir George Livesey builded better than even 
he knew when he established that system of common interest, com- 
mon enterprise, and fraternal sympathy between employer and em- 
ployed. 1 have endeavoured to show you by an haphazard extract 
from the figures in our balance-sheet how financially it works to 
the advantage, in the first instance, of the employees, and how, as 
vou fully appreciate, it will work by reaction to the advantage of the 
other co-partners. Now, I mention this subject with a good deal 
of emphasis on the present occasion, because, as you will have 
observed in the Press, there are rumours of difficulty about wages 
in the gas trade, and there have been conferences which have been 
more or less fully reported by the newspapers. I do not propose 
to enter into details of these in the least degree at the present moment. 
It would be unwise and inopportune, and, perhaps, even dangerous, 
to do so, but I do want to say this—that I believe that every con- 
fidence may be placed by you gentlemen in co-partnership, and in 
its power to assist in bringing about a safe and reasonable solution 
of any such difficulties as those which I have named, as well as in 
the certainty of its ability to bring about satisfaction and content- 
ment on the part of all co-partners, and benefit to the consumers 
and the public alike. (Applause.) 


Dr. CHARLES CARPENTER formally seconded 
the report and accounts. 

Mr. CHARLES WEBB said he noticed the capital account was con- 
tinually overdrawn, and wondered whether it was the intention- of 
the Directors shortly to issue more stock. He took it that if this 
was done, it would have to be by tender, which he regarded as an 
objectionable method in some respects. There were people who did 
not really understand it, while, on the other hand, those supposed 
to be ‘in the know”? offered very little over the minimum price. 
Usually the greater part of the stock was sold at very slightly above 
the minimum. 

Mr. JOHN RANDALL said he did not quite understand the amount 
of premium that had been added to the capital raised during the 
year. The premiums on ordinary stock figured at £17,569, which 
Was an increase of £1206 on the year. He had thought the amount 
added would have been rather larger judging from the sum that 
the stock realized. He was very glad to see that an advance had been 
made in the co-partnership figures. For years he had been a sup- 
porter of this movement, and he was extremely glad to hear how 
much the Company were doing to aid the co-partners. The bonus 
had risen from 4} p.ct. a year ago to 4} p.ct. on this occasion. It 
had been higher before the war, and he hoped next year they might 
see at least 5 p.ct. distributed to the co-partners. 


the adoption of 





ee 





The CHAIRMAN, referring to Mr. Webb’s remarks, said he thought 
it was generally understood that the highest tenderer should be th 
purchaser, and that it was the duty of the Directors to accept the 
applications of those who bid highest for the stock. He did not him- 
self know of a much better way of issuing stock, when an under. 
taking was so well established and popular as a gas company. |t 
was an advantage to get the consumers to become shareholders, and 
so in issuing the stock the Directors made quite sure that every con- 
sumer had an opportunity of subscribing if he chose. As to Mr. 
Randall’s query about the premium not being greater, there was 
the cost of the issue to be defrayed—printing and all sorts of ex- 
penses. 

The motion was then put to the meeting, and unanimously carried, 










THE DIVIDEND. 


The CHAIRMAN then proposed that a dividend for the halt-year 
ended Dec. 31 be declared at the rate of 6} p.ct. per annum on th 
ordinary stock, less income-tax, and said he would ask Mr. W. G, 
Waller, one of the Employee Directors, to second this. 

Mr. W. G. WALLER, in seconding the proposition, said he would 
like to take the opportunity of telling the meeting, on behalf of th 
co-partners, how very grateful they were for all that the Company 
had done for them. They were indeed a happy and contented people, 
whose only desire was to serve the Company’s interests. 

The motion having been agreed to, 

The CHAIRMAN proposed the re-election of the retiring Directors 
Mr. Charles Hunt and Dr. Charles Carpenter. They all, he re- 
marked, knew what splendid service Mr. Hunt had rendered to the 
industry. He was one of the most eminent gas engineers. Again, 
no one who studied the papers could be ignorant of the position held 
by Dr. Carpenter, the President of the South Metropolitan Gas Com- 
pany. 

Mr. HAROLD GuNDRY seconded the resolution, which was heartily 
passed. 

Dr. CARPENTER, returning thanks on behalf of Mr. Hunt and 
himself, said he thought this re-election would be the, best possible 
message that the shareholders could send to Mr. Hunt, who had 
had the interests of the Company so close to his heart for so many 
years. They regretted ‘the cause that precluded him being with 
them that day, and would, he was sure, join with him in looking upor 
this message as the best tribute of the shareholders to Mr. Hunt, 
and the best expression of their united hopes for his recovery. 

Proposed by Mr. CLIFFORD HUNT, seconded by Mr. WEsB, Mr 
E. D. Davey, A.C.A., was re-elected an Auditor of the Company. 


VOTES OF THANKS. 


The CHAIRMAN said he felt sure the shareholders would not lik 
to separate without according a hearty vote of thanks to the Engi- 
neer, Secretary, staff, and workmen, for their splendid services. 

This was proposed by Mr. WEBB, seconded by Mr. H. LOVEGROVE, 
and cordially agreed to. 

Mr. JoHN TERRACE (Chief Engineer), in acknowledging the vote, 
assured the proprietors that it was in no wise regarded as a formality. 
The officers tried as far as possible to pass’ the thanks on to every 
one of the co-partners concerned in the success of the Company. 
They believed that credit should be given where credit was due. 
Mr. Waller had referred to the pleasant relations existing among 
those employed by the Company; and this state of affairs he had in 
no way exaggerated. They had a very fine body of workpeopk 
and a very fine staff. 

Mr. WASTELL also returned thanks, and said the knowledge tha! 
they all, and particularly those of them upon whom the heavier 
burden of responsibility fell, had the confidence of the Directors 
what they did, heartened them to greater effort in the interests 
the Company they were proud to serve. vr 

Mr. A. E. BROADBERRY proposed a vote of thanks to the Chair 
man and Directors for the very able manner in which they had ca! 
ried out their duties during the past year. These duties were by n0 
means easy, for all sorts of difficulties were continually arising in the 
gas industry, which it needed watchfulnéss and ability to cope with. 

This was seconded by Mr. WEBB, unanimously passed, and acknow- 
ledged by the CHAIRMAN. : 

Before the meeting separated, it was. resolved to send a letter 0! 
sympathy to Mr. Hunt. 


itn 
——- 


Exeter Gaslight and Coke Company.—The report of the Directors 
for the year ended Dec. 31 last, which will be presented at a meeting 
next Monday, shows an increase in the sales of gas of 160,830 
therms—equivalent to 34 million c.ft. The Board recomm: nd the 
payment of dividends at the rate of 10 p.ct. per annum on the £,40,000 
original stock, and 7 p.ct. on the £66,500 ordinary shares, less 
income-tax. 





Colwyn Bay Accounts.—The accounts show that the income on 
the undertaking amounted to £45,407, and the expenditure 0 
441,486, leaving a net profit for the year of £3920. Against this pro- 
fit £1607 was appropriated in respect of capital expenditure on mete % 
&c., and the net surplus for the year amounts to £2313. The surplus 
carried forward now totals £6368. The gas charges at present @ 
4s. 2d. per 1000 c.ft. for lighting, 3s. 4d. for power and cooking, 
and 2s. 6d. for public lighting. 


aft 


electricity 
2 short- 


Leeds Electricity Breakdown.—Leeds was deprived ol 
on the evening of Feb. 12 for about half-an-hour owing to ¢ 
circuit at the central power station. One of the alternators was burn 
out, and damage done to the plant to the extent of about £3000 
Street junction pilot lights, operated in emergency by accumulators, 
were kept alight; but all the rest of the city’s electric lighting bys? 
affected. Theatres, hotels, picture houses, &c., felt the effects ¢ 
the breakdown badly. The wireless programme of the Leeds" Ore 
ford B.B.C. station, which depends on local current, was susp - 
during the International Symphony Concert from Covent Gar len ‘ 
effects of this, of course, being felt in a far wider area (hat Leet 
itself. 
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NEWPORT (MON.) GAS COMPANY. 


Satisfactory Year’s Work. 


The Annual Meeting of the Company was held on Feb. 9, Mr. 
(G, GEEN, J.P. (Chairman of Directors), presiding. 

The CHAIRMAN, proposing the adoption of the report and state- 
ment of accounts for the year ended Dec. 31, 1924, referred to the 
loss sustained through the death of Lieut.-Colonel A. H. Laybourne, 
who had been a Director for thirteen years. 

The accounts for the year, said Mr. Geen, could be regarded as 
very satisfactory. The year’s working showed an increased con- 
sumption of 102,617 therms, or 4°3 p.ct. As, however, there was a 
general reduction in price of 1d. per therm from the date of the 
increase in the calorific value of the gas, in March last, and a fur- 
ther reduction of 1d. per therm to gas consumers outside the Borough 
from the June quarter, the revenue from gas sales to private con- 
sumers showed a reduction of £865. 

The balance carried to profit and loss account, after meeting the 
usual interest and other charges, was sufficient to pay the maximum 
dividend on consolidated stock and to increase slightly the amount 
carried forward to the next account. The reserve fund account had 
been increased by £1026; and the amount standing to the credit 
of that account was £19,735. The whole of the Company’s property 
was now of a freehold character. The erection of the holder at 
the Mill Street Works had been completed, and the holder put 
into commission early in June last. He might refer to the fact 
that Nov. 11 next marked the centenary of the Company. This 
year also marked the jubilee of the Gas Works Benefit Societv, 
which for fifty years had rendered great assistance to the workmen. 
The Chairman, in conclusion, expressed the great appreciation of the 
Directors of the services so loyally rendered to the Company by 
Mr. J. H. Canning, O.B.E., F.C.S. (Engineer and Manager), Mr. 
Wm. Stanford (Secretary), and their staffs. 

Sir GARROD THOMAS seconded, and joined in the expression of 
thanks to Mr. Canning, Mr. Stanford, and their assistants. 

The resolution was duly carried. 

Mr. THOMAS SPITTLE moved: ‘‘ That a final dividend of 5 p.ct. 
per annum on the consolidated stock of the Company be paid for 
the half-year ended Dec. 31.”’ 

Mr. C. F. WITtIAMS seconded, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. CANNING, in returning thanks for the kind references made, 
said that a great deal of the success achieved was due to the whole- 
hearted support of the Directors. He also thanked Mr. Stanford 
ind his staff for their valuable and helpful co-operation. For every 
se for which gas was employed twenty years ago, there were at 
least ten at the present time. 

Mr. STANFORD also returned thanks. 





<i 


READING GAS COMPANY. 








Workmen’s Annual Dinner. 


The workmen of the Company held their annual dinner on Feb. 1, 
Mr. D. H. Helps, the Engineer and Manager, presiding. Following 
the Loyal Toast, 


Mr. C. H. Ives proposed ‘f The Chairman and Directors of the 
Reading Gas Company.’’ He said they were all very fortunate in 
having a body of men who took a very keen interest in their em- 
ployees, both in health and in sickness. It 
of th 


was up to every one 
employees to do his very best to assist in promoting the 
prosperity of the Company and the industry which they were privi- 
leged to serve. 

Mr. HELPs, in reply, thanked those present, on behalf of the 
Directors of the Company, for the way in which they had received 
the toast. He was glad to tell them that the Company continued to 
flourish. They were carrying out a very important public service; 
and he did not think any of them could complain of the conditions 
under which they were working. The Company had passed through 
difficult times during, and since, the war. In the past twelve months 
there had been increases in wages; and this, coupled with other fac- 
tors, might mean an increase in the price of gas in the near future. 
They knew that notice had been given to terminate existing agree- 
ments on the railways, in the coal mines, and in the gas industry. 
So far as the gas industry was concerned, he thought that the exist- 
ng agreement between employers and employed was very favourable 
from the employee’s point of view. He would like to take that 
opportunity of thanking them all for the work which they had done 
ag the past twelve months. It was only by the united efforts of 
ll that the Company could continue to flourish. 

Mr. L. A. RUMBLE gave the toast of ‘‘ The Chairman.’’ He said 
that no words of his were needed to commend this toast to them. 
He had always found Mr. Helps a most considerate chief, under 


whon had been a pleasure to work; and he was sure they would 
agree ith him when he said that Mr. Helps was always ready to 
consider sympathetically any matter pertaining to the welfare of the 
men, 

Mr. HELPs, in acknowledging the toast, said that it might in- 
“rest (nem to know that, for the first time in the history of the Com- 
pany, r 1000 million c.ft. of gas had been supplied. When he 


Came to R 


eading, nearly 22 years ago, the sales amounted to about 
ns per annum. On hehalf of those present, he wished to 





Pe ik Dinner Committee for the work which they had put in 
make that evening a success. 

fatality . . 
——. ‘tality at Southend-on-Sea.—A verdict of “ Accidental 
caeath 


had b - the result of an inquest on J. H. Leach, a gasfitter who 
lea bes the employ of the Southend Gas Company. Last week 
cena working in a house in Kensington Road, and was dis- 

“© lying face downwards on the floor. Artificial respiration was 
il. His death was due, according to medical evidence, to 


lure; and there was no evidence to suggest that gas was 
OT it. 
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GAS COMPANY RESULTS IN 1924. 
Aberystwyth. 


The result of the working during the half-year ended Dec. 31, 
is a balance of profit of £1224, which falls short of the amount re- 
quired to pay the customary dividends. The new gasholder, which 
cost £9000, is now in use. The Directors recommend the payment 
of dividends at the following rates per annum: On the original 
shares, 15 p.ct.; on the new shares, £10 10s. p.ct.; on the preference 
shares, § p.ct.; and on the debentures (interest), £4 10s. p.ct. 
[Meeting, Feb. 28.] 

Blyth. 

The accounts show a gross profit of £7797. The Directors re- 
commend payment of a dividend of 33 p.ct., less income-tax, on the 
ordinary stock, making—with the interim dividend—£7 15s. p.ct. 
for the year. It is proposed to carry forward £4184 to the next 
account. [Meeting, March 2.] 

Brentwood. 

The Directors’ report shows a balance of £5398 carried to profit 
and loss account. To this is added £119 dividend on investments, 
making a gross profit of £5518. This, added to the balance of 
42445 brought forward from last year, makes a total of £7964. 
After providing for loan interest and income-tax, there remains a 
balance of £6496 available for distribution. The Directors recom- 
mend the payment of dividends (less tax) which, with the interim 
dividends already paid, will make 8 p.ct. on the original stock and 
45 12s. p.ct. on the additional stock for the year. These dividends, 
together with the interim and preference dividends, will absorb £)5211 
(less tax), leaving a balance of £2457 to be carried forward. [Meet- 
ing, Feb. 26.] 

Bromsgrove. 


The year’s working shows a profit of £1930, which, added to the 
sum brought forward, makes a disposable balance of £54135. Divi- 
dends of 10 p.ct. per annum on the original shares, and 7 p.ct. on 
the “‘B’’ shares are recommended. The payment of these wi!l 
leave a balance of £2061 to be carried forward to next year’s account. 


Cannock. 


The Directors of the Cannock, Hednesford, and District Gas 
Company have issued their report. The income, inclusive of £1905 
brought forward, was £41,680, compared with £738,874 in 1923. 
The expenses were £34,387, as against £31,275. The amount avail- 
able for dividend was £7293. It is recommended that a dividend of 
8 p.ct. be paid. The balance carried forward is £2135. 
Cleveland. 


The Cleveland Gas Company’s profits for the half-year ended 
Dec. 31 last were £873, to which has to be added £1863 brought for- 
ward, making a total of £2736. The Directors recommend a divi- 
dend of 23 p.ct. (less income-tax), which will absorb £7498; and the 
balance of £2238 is to be carried forward. [Meeting, Feb. 19. ] 


Isle of Thanet. 


The sale of gas during the year was 416 million c.ft.—an increase 
of 3°14 p.ct. on the 1923 figures. The price was reduced from tod. 
to gd. per therm. A final dividend of £3 10s. p.ct. is recommended, 
making, with the interim dividend, 7 p.ct. for the year. 


Matlock. 


The profit for the year amounts to £/4150, which, with the balance 
carried forward, leaves £512,453 to be disposed of. The Directors 
recommend the payment of a dividend of 7 p.ct., less tax, and they 
will carry forward £8778 to next year. Land has been purchased 
for the erection of showrooms and offices. During the past year the 
total income of the Company was £ (29,000. 


Narborough, Blaby, Enderby, and Whetstone. 

The Directors again report a very satisfactory year, the sales 
of gas showing an increase of approximately 9 p.ct. over the previous 
year, and 34 p.ct. over the year 1922. The balance of the trading 
account is 44800. Out of an available balance of profit of £6691, 
the Directors recommend the payment of a final dividend of 2s. 6d. 
per share, together with a bonus of 2s. 6d. per share, less tax, on 
the ordinary capital of the Company. It is proposed to transfer 
#200 to renewals fund, create a reserve of £200 to cover bad 
debts, and carry forward the sum of £5291. [Meeting, Feb. 27.] 
Penistone. 


The profits for the year amount to £956, which, with the 
balance of £1229 brought forward from the previous year, makes 
the sum of £2185. Out of this,. £500 has been transferred to the 
reserve fund. Interest on debentures absorbs £383, and dividend on 
preference shares £/352. An interim dividend on the ordinary shares 
was paid in June at the rate of 10 p.ct. per annum, amounting to 
£387. From the balance of net profit available, £562, the Directors 
recommend that a dividend for the December half-year be paid at 
the rate of 8 p.ct. per annum, leaving £224 to be carried forward. 
The increase in the sales of gas amounts to 1°37 p.ct. 


Shanklin. 


This report, which will be submitted to-day, shows a balance of 
£7503 standing to the credit of the profit and loss account; and the 
Directors recommend the declaration of a dividend at the rate of 
7 p.ct., less income-tax. There has been an increase in the sale of 
gas over the year 1923 of 2,459,400 ¢.ft. The laying of the high- 
pressure main and the installation of a compressing plant for the 
supply of Wroxall and adjoining places is now complete. 


Sheffield. 


During the past year the Directors have acquired the under- 
takings of the Dronfield Gas Light and Coke Company and the 
Handsworth Woodhouse Gas Company, Ltd. The accounts for the 
year include the profits of these undertakings. The total quantity of 
gas sold during the past year was 4585 million c.ft., being an in- 
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crease of 226 millions, or 5*2 p.ct. on the previous year. It is pro- 
posed to pay a final dividend at the rate of 52% p.ct. per annum 
making a total distribution for the year of 5% p.ct. After payment 
these dividends there will remain a balance on the year’s working 
£354 to be added to the amount previously carried forward 

the past year the price of gas has been reduced from 72 
per therm, with proportionate reductions to large consume 
lowest price is 4d. per therm. [Meeting, March 9.] 


Ventnor. 


The balance to the credit of profit and loss account is £2661, 
of which the Directors recommend the declaration of a divi 
7 p.ct. on the original capital shares, and £4 18s. p.ct. on 
tional capital shares. Owing to excessive rainfall, there 
damage to mains. [Meeting, Feb. 25.] 


Wellingborough. 


The profit for the half-year ended Dec. 31, after providing {o; 
interest, amounts to £3435. This, added to the balance of 
brought forward from the last account, makes an available 
of £9181. The Directors recommend dividends of 7} a 
original, and 6 p.ct. on the additional, shares, less income-tax 

half-year. This will absorb £3846, leaving a balance of 
be carried forward. [Meeting, Feb. 23.] 


( 





ELECTRICITY SCHEME FOR GUISBOROUGH., 


Gas Company’s Opposition. 

The Guisborough (Yorkshire) Urban District Council’s proposal t 
supply electricity in the town for lighting and power purposes has 
met with such opposition that, though the Electricity Commissioners 
have authorized the Council to go forward with ‘the scheme, th 
Ministry of Health held a public inquiry last Friday prior to ratifying 
the Order. Mr. O. A. Sherrard conducted the inquiry. Ths 
opposed to the proposals were the Guisborough Gas Company, th 
London and North-Eastern Railway Company, and a body of rate- 
payers. 

For the Gas Company, Mr. H. Harker said exception was taker 
to the scheme on several grounds. They contended that there was 
no necessity for the Order; that there was no adequate demand fo: 
electricity, either for public or private purposes; that the demand fo 
power purposes was fully met by the existing supply by the Cleve- 
land and Durham Power Company; that the sche sme he ad been  pro- 
moted without sufficient consideration of engineering and financial 
details; that the ratepayers were in the main adverse to th 
posals; that the erection of overhead cables was a public danger an 
a disfigurement; and that the scheme would result in an unjustifiabl 
increase in the district rate, with adverse effects on the Gas Con: 
pany’s operations. They were, added Mr. Harker, not in the | 
afraid of fair competition. The electricity scheme, however, 
inevitably result in a very heavy loss, and this would hav 
made good out of the rates, to which the Company would be con- 
pelled to make a substantial contribution. Thus would they com 
face to face with the most objectionable form of competition—that 
which was rate-aided. 

It would be argued, no doubt, that the Company were amply p: 
tected by the ‘‘ Northumberland Clause *’ introduced into the Special 
Order. This clause, given by promoters with tongues in cheeks. 
and accepted by opponents who did not understand. the business as 
something of value, was really worth less than the paper on whic! 
it was written or printed. He asked either that the Order shoul 
be rejected or that the ‘‘ Northumberland Clause ’’ should be tight- 
ened-up so as to make it really effective. In Guisborough the popv- 
lation for some years had been virtually stationary, and og re had 
been an absence of development in the district. Most of the houses 
were of the cottage type, and altogether the place was not oe that 
anything like a considerable demand for electricity could be expected 


The inquiry was continued on Saturday, when Mr. R. J. Suteliff 
for the Local Authority, said that during the past week the Chair 
man of the Council had produced a petition in favour of the scheme: 
and though only two-thirds of the town had been canvassed, he ! 
obtained 777 signatures. Of the body of 21 objectors, five 
the 1911 petition for the scheme, and five others were Dir 
employees, or were in some other way associated with 
Company. He contended that it wag fairly obvious that 
Company had engineered practically all the opposition, and that th 
were antagonistic purely and simply because of fear of com petitior 
The Gas Company had posed as philanthropists. Suppose, howevel 
that their most pessimistic views proved correct, and the etectr! icit 
undertaking lost £780 per annum, the Gas Company’s total cor 
tributions to that sum would be £15. They were spending mor 
than that in resisting the scheme at that inquiry. It was wel m 
remember in connection with the Northumberland clause that , 
clause was first introduced into Orders twenty years ago, and hi 
stood the test since that time as an effective safeguard for th he 
payers. The alterations which the objectors sought to have inciuce” 
were, he contended, designed to prevent the undertaking 
into operation at all. The total consumption of 38.020 
waiting to be supplied under the Council’s scheme. The bulk 
was at their doorstep, and the Council would start under th 
favourable conditions. 

ee 


Buxton Gas Undertaking.—The Buxton Town Cou 
received notice of an increase in the wages of the workn 
gas-works, to date from Jan. 1, have decided that 10 
made in the present rates. 


A Chesterfield Challenge.—Alderman Varley, the ¢ airman ¢ 
the Electricity Committee of the Chesterfield Corporation, has ape 
lenged the Chairman of the Gas Committee, Alderman G. Clark, t 
test the relative merits of gas and electricity for cooking a” : or 
ing purposes. Alderman Clark accepted the challenge on conel 
that the tests are made by an independent person. 
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CURRENT SALES OF GAS PRODUCTS. 


The London Market for Tar, Tar Products, and Sulphate. 


LONDON, Feb. 16. 
There is no change to record in the position of pitch. There is 
practically no inquiry, and the price is nominal. 
Creosote is unaltered at about 73d. per gallon net and naked at 
makers’ works. 
Pure benzole and pure toluole are about 1s. 10d. per gallon, and 
solvent naphtha about 1s. 8d. per gallon for 95/160 quality. 





Tar Products in the Provinces. 
; Feb. 16. 

The market for pitch is still very quiet, and there is no demand from 
the Continent. Business on the East Coast is reported as low as 4os. 
a ton, and fair quantities have been offered by sellers at 42s. 6d. 

Creosote oil keeps steady, and makers do not appear to be at all 
anxious to sell. Business continues to be done at round about 7}d. 
f.o.b. and about 63d. to 63d. ex works. 

Benzole is still very firm, and there appears to be a general im- 
pression that it will advance before very long. 

Solvent naphtha is in good demand, and manufacturers appear to 
be endeavouring to purchase for delivery over the next six months. 

The remaining tar products are weak and without interest. 

The average values for gas-works products during last week were: 
Gas-works coal tar, 31s. 3d. to 36s. 3d. Pitch, East Coast, 41s. to 
43s. f.o.b. West Coast—Manchester, 37s. to 38s..; Liverpool, 38s. to 
39s. ; Clyde, 41s. to 42s. Benzole, go p.ct. North, 1s. 73d. to 1s. 83d. ; 
crude, 65 p.ct., at 120° C., g3d. to 103d. naked at makers’ works; 
30-90 p.ct., naked, North, 1s. 2d. to 1s. 3d. Toluole, naked, North, 
is. 73d. to 1s. 83d., nominal. Coal-tar crude naphtha, in bulk, 
North, 73d. to 8d. Solvent naphtha, naked, North, 1s. 5d. to 1s. 6d. 
Heavy naphtha, North, 1s. 1d. to 1s. 2d. Creosote, in bulk, North, 
liquid, 63d. to 7d.; salty, 6fd. to 63d. ; Scotland, 63d. to 67d. Heavy 
oils, in bulk, North, 63d. to 7d. Carbolic acid, 1s. 9d. to 1s. 10d. 
prompt. Naphthalene, £12 to £14; salts, £4 to £5, bags included. 
Anthracene, ** A ” quality, 3d. per minimum 40 p.ct., purely nominal ; 
“B” unsaleable. 


<—iien 
—e 


\itention was drawn by Mr. Starks, when the Gas Committee 
submitted their report to the Walsall Town Council, to a decrease 
during the past quarter in the amount of gas made per ton of coal 
carbonized, as compared with the figures for the corresponding period 
a year ago. The respective figures were 13,712 c.ft. and 14,933 c.ft. 
Mr. Starks asked if the difference was due to bad coal, to the retorts, 
or to the method of producing gas. It was suggested that there 
vas an explanation in another paragraph of the report, which stated 
that a contract had been cancelled with a firm who supplied coal of 
n indifferent quality. 








TRADE NOTES. 


Howden-Ljungstrom. 

Howden-Ljungstrom Preheaters (Land), Ltd., have delivered four 
large air preheaters to the Caldwells Paper Mills, Inverkeithing. 
The total heating surface of these prehéaters is 70,756 sq. ft. Air 
will be supplied to the furnace at about 400° Fahr.; and 12} p.ct. 
saving in coal is expected. 

The ‘* Fusion’’ Rotary Retort. 

Messrs. Vickers, Ltd., have received an order for four low-tem- 
perature 4 ft. diameter by 50 ft. long ** Fusion’’ rotary retorts, to 
be installed at the Burghlee Colliery, at Loanhead, Midlothian. This 
plant, which is being manufactured at the Barrow-in-Furness Works 
of Messrs. Vickers, will work on colliery waste coal for the purpose 
of obtaining oil and other products. 


_— 


CONTRACTS OPEN. 





General Stores and Materials. 

Tenders are invited by the Works and Ways Committee of the 
City of Nottingham for the supply of stores and materials. (See 
advert. on p. 424.) 

Coal Gas Tar Supplies. 
The Public Works Committee of the City of Birmingham are 


prepared to receive tenders for the supply of about 650 tons of No. 1 
tar. (See advert. on p. 424.) 


EXTENSIONS. 
Extensions at Torquay. 


At a recent meeting of the Torquay Corporation Gas Committee, 
Mr. F. Chalmers, the Engineer and Manager, submitted plans for 
the extension of the St. Mary Church Works. He suggested that the 
present retort bench should be demolished, and a battery of vertical 
retorts of a capacity of 450,000 to 500,000 ¢.ft. per day erected in 
its place; and that the condensing, scrubbing, and purifying plant 
should be enlarged. These suggestions, the carrying out of which 
will cost £20,000, were received and adopted by the Committee, 
who recommended that application be made to the Ministry of Health 
for sanction to borrow £,20,000. 


—_— 





Whitworth Vale Gas Company.—The reventie account of the 
Company for the half-year ended Dec. 31, 1924, shows a profit of 
£557, out of which the Directors recommend a dividend of 7 p.ct. 


yer annum on the original shares and of 5 p.ct. per annum on the 
5 ) 


‘““B’ shares, less income-tax, 














CARRON 


Gas Cookers 
By Appointment have proved their 
(GAR 20N worth to the leading 
——~ Gas Corporations 
throughout the land. 





Illustration shows Combined Roasting Oven 
and Hotplate on Stand. 


Comprising Roasting and Baking Oven. 
Oven externally and internally made of por- 
celain-enamelled sheet steel linings, complete 
with swing hangers, grid shelves, drip tin, etc. 
Hotplate constructed of cast-iron, fitted with 
two boiling, one simmering and one grilling 
burner, grill pan and grid and porcelain loose 
‘ray, cast-iron top bars fitted to hotplate, 
porcelain-enamelled back plate and plate rack, 
the whole mounted on strong cast-iron stand, 
“‘aving cast-iron curtain all round. Overall sizes 
5°zins. long x 24}ins. deep x 573 ins. high. 


Write for No. 68 Gas Cooker Booklet— 
a supply may be had with your name—free, 


CARRON COMPANY 


FOUNDED 1759. 


Shox 


GLascow : 125, Buchanan Strr:et - 








—— 





Works : 
CARRON, SrirvincsHIRE. 


‘ooms—Lonpon : (City) 15, Upper Thames Street, E.C.4.: (West End) 50, Berners Street, Oxford Street, W.1; LiverpooL: 22/30 Redcross Street 
Epinsurcu: 114, George Street; Bristor: 6, Victoria Street. 





Branch Works: 


Phcenix Foundry, Sheffield. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
EXHIBITION 


OF THE 


GAS AND WATER INDUSTRY, 
PADUA (ITALY), JUNE, 1925. 


(International Sample Fair of Padua.) 


COMMITTEE OF HONOUR. 
H.E. The President of the Cabinet Council, President. 

T.E. Ministers of Finance, ot Public Works, of National Economy. 
The Presidents of the ‘Institution of Gas Engineers”; the Comité 
Central des Cokes de France ; the ‘ Société Suisse du Gaz et des Eaux” ; 
the ‘‘ Vereeniging van Gasfabrikanten in Nederland” ; the ‘‘ Syndicat 
Professionnel de I’Industrie du Gaz en France” ; the “Société Technique 
de I’Industrie du Gaz en France”; the ‘‘ Deutscher Verein von Gas und 
Wasserfachmannern”; the “ Oesterreich Verein von Gas und Wasser- 
fachmannern’’; the Italian Society of the Firms Trading in the Gas 
Industry ; the Society of Italian Municipal Workshops for Gas. 






PROGRAMME. 
SECTION I. 


Technical—Professional—Commercial Associations, Federa- 
tions, Unions, Syndicates, etc. 


SECTION II, 
WATER INDUSTRY. 


Sources, seeking for them and their utilization (natural sources, 
subterranean waters, artesian wells, etc.). Waters made potable 
by special treatments. 


Collecting and Distribution Reservoirs. 


_ Canalizations. High and Low Pressure Aqueducts. Dis- 
tribution Mains and Pumping Stations. High Pressure Pipes. 


Pumps. 


Meters and Governors for Central Stations. Main and 


Service Pipes. 
Public Baths, Swimming Pools, Laundries, &c. 


Domestic Apparatus—Baths, Washing Basins, Shower Baths, 
&c. Fountains and Drinking Fountains. 


Steam Fire Engines and Accessories. 
Miscellaneous. 


SECTION III. 
GAS INDUSTRY 


Mining Industry and Products of the Mine. 


_ Coal Importation. Gantries and mechanical discharge of 
Ships, Automatic Weighing and Waggon Filling. 


Raw Fuel in the.Gas Works. Mechanical discharge, weighing, 
crushing, elevating, transporting, &c. 


‘ Preserving coal in store, and prevention of spontaneous com- 
ustion. 


General Gas Works plant—Grates, Producers, Purifiers, 
Holders, &c. Light oil recovery. 


Works Control—Calorimeters, Manometers, Apparatus for 
Gas and Coal Analysis. 


Mains and Sub.-Stations (Syphons, Valves, &c.). 
Service Pipes, Connections, Fittings, &c. 
Low Temperature Carbonization. 


_By-Products—Coke, Tar, Ammonia, Cyanides, &c. —and 
their working up. 


Domestic and Industrial Appliances. 

Public and Private Lighting, 

Industrial applications for heating and motive power. 
Compressed Gas for Transport and Industrial Applications. 


Effect of stray electric currents on mains and services ; their 
prevention or neutralization. 


Protective devices for workmen. 
Technical, Industrial, and Commercial bibliography. 
Propaganda. 





For Correspondence: Mastra Gas-Acqua, PADOVA, 
PALAZZO DELLA BORSA. 











—— 


NORTH-EAST COAST COAL TRADE. 





From our Own Correspondent. 


The market is much interested in the wordy battle that is proceed. 
ing in the Press between Mr. Cook and Mr. Hodges; but still the 
German coal output is steadily rising, and the French mines 
working as they have never worked before, and still the cost 
English coal renders its competition in Continental marke xceed. 
ingly difficult. And so another week has passed without m- 
provement, and those engaged in trying to export British 1 are 
asking themselves where and how any improvement is to je ey. 
pected. German home industries do not show the expansion which 
was hoped for, and the quantity of coal available for expor mains 
abnormal, and the demand for import into the northern ports does 
not improve. 

More pits are closing down, and much idle time is being ex. 
perienced. On the whole, feelings with regard to a stoppag: con- 
nection with wages is optimistic, because there can be no doubt that 
the responsible miners’ leaders do realize how desperate matters ar 
There is not much to say with regard to market movements. Or 
the whole, there is little room for further price falls, and in most 
cases sellers hold out for recent figures or work short time 
Makers of the best kinds of gas coal are still the most fortunate. 
Wear Specials maintain a quotation of 21s. 9d. f.o.b., and best quali- 


ties ask about 21s. These prices can, however, generally be dis. 
counted for special or definite business, and certainly for contracts. 
Most of the collieries are not fully booked very far ahead. Other gas 


makes are plentiful at 18s. to 18s. 3d. 





COAL TRADE IN THE MIDLANDS. 


From our Local Correspondent. 


The outlook continues somewhat dreary. A suggestion of crisper 
weather has put those engaged in the house coal trade on the alert, 
but little has come of it. The season is now so far advanced that 
merchants no longer consider it safe to hold on to stocks as they 
have done ‘hitherto. With reserves to draw upon, a change in the 
climatic conditions could not be expected to stimulate the collieries in 
the same degree as if conditions of supply were more normal. Ther 
is no material movement in prices. Expansion in the industrial con- 
sumption is so gradual that the market effect is barely perceptible. 
Continued stagnation in the iron trade is a source of weakness. In- 
quiries for D.S. nuts are maintained, and the output of slack—limited 
as it is by the unusual quietude in other branches for the time of yea 
—is regularly taken up. But supplies all round are plentiful. 

As regards blast-furnace coke, the situation is easy. There is no 
definite retrogression of prices, though smelters are able to take 
advantage of occasional offers rather below the general level of 
values. Superabundance of gas coke in some directions is balanced 
by requirements in the manufacturing areas, so that quotations art 
generally kept up. 





YORKSHIRE AND LANCASHIRE COAL TRADE. 





From our Local Correspondent. 


The gas coal markets in Yorkshire and Lancashire are rather u- 
certain for forward contracts, and while some buyers have purchased 
well ahead, others are undecided as to their course of action. Thi 
renewal of contracts during the next three or four months will no 
doubt see some reduction on last year’s figures, but what the averagt 
will be is problematical. 

House coal is moving slowly for the secondary qualities, while th 
better grades are in their usual demand. ; 

Industrially, the position in Yorkshire is slightly worse; and 
although there are a few ‘ spot’’ sale inquiries, there is plenty 0 
available fuel at low figures fo meet these. In Lancashire, there is n0 
improvement in this section of the trade, the fear of short time again 
in the cotton trade probably affecting the demand. Slacks oi th 





best quality are in fair request; but common slack is not so easy a 
sell, and the gap in prices between the lowest and the best is wide 


than usual. 
changed. 

The inactivity of the export branch still continues, with no im 
mediate prospects of improvement. Prices at Hull (whence shipment 
have reached a very low ebb) at the week-end were: Bunkers Yorks 
Derby, and Notts large screened steam, f.o.b. Humber ports, 17s. 
to 19s. Cargoes for export, f.o.b. usual shipping ports—Best Yorks 
hards, Association, 21s. to 21s. 3d.; Derby best hards, 21s. to 225) 


Prices generally in Lancashire are steady and ut 





West Yorks Hartleys, 18s. to 21s. 6d.; South Yorks washed doubles, 
21s. to 21s. 6d.; South Yorks washed singles, 20s. 6d. to 215.3 dry 
doubles, 15s. to 17s. 6d.; South Yorks washed smalls, 16s. ; Derby 


slack, 1 inch, 11s. 9d.; South Yorks rough slack, 12s.; gas Coke 
21s. to 24s.; foundry furnace coke, 19s. to 20s. ; washed smithy Pee 
22s. to 25s.; washed steam thirds, 19s. 9d. to 20s. ; South Yorks 
washed trebles, 22s. to 22s. 6d. 








ference stock. The last day for sending in tenders is Friday, Feb. 27: 

Granton Gas-Works Fatality—A Board of Trade ! 
held last week into the cause and circumstances of 2 |! 
sion at the Granton Gas-Works on December 5, which res 
death of an engineer named George Milne. In the Cour 
proper measures were not taken to ensure that the expe! 
culminated in the explosion was carried out under saie Co 
though the management were not personally to blame for th 











tunate occurrence. 





Littlehampton Preference Stock.—Messrs. A. & W. Ric! ser ” 
No. 37, Walbrook, E.C., are offering for sale by tender on beha!l : 
the Littlehampton Gas Company £10,000 of 6 p.ct. irredeemable pre 
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DURING the past week a spirit of uncertainty | kets being more or less ignored. Foreign re- 
prevailed in most of the Stock Markets. The nn loans rallied on favourable re- 
re-opening of Parliament passed almost un- ipts from assigned revenues of Hungary and 
noticed, the only factor likely to affect the Ex- Raaitie French rentes de preciated ‘with the 
change being the British Note to France with exchange. Home rails were depressed in con- 
regard to the repayment of debts, which had scquence of the withdrawal of the large 
little no effect on prices. The continued) amount from reserves order to maintain 
reduction in the number of unemployed | dividends. 
appears to indicate imprgvement in trade, but In the Industrial and Miscellaneous Mar- 
the progress is slow. In consé quence inves- kets the experience of London Exch: Inge 
tors, as is usually the case, confined them- was reflected at the Provinei ial Exchanges. At 
selves to gilt-edged issues; the speculative mar- | Manchester and Liverpool the reports state 
When sicher Quota- Rise + or ws 
‘ Owest an 
Issue. Share. a = a, | Prev. | Last NAME, tions. “= —— Highest 
ividend. lHf.Yr./Hf. Yr. Feb, 13 _ Prices. 
1), p.m. "Io P.a. 
171,978 | Stk. Feb. 5 5 5 Aldershot 5 p.c. max. C, 78—81* ° ee 
235,492 ”» ” 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Pref. . 71—76° . 734—74 
(,351,868 » Sept. 25 6 6t | Alliance & Dublin Ord. 64—69 +6 674— 6938 
374,000 |» Jan. 8 4 4 Do 4 p.c. Deb. 61—66 . ee 
300,000 5 Oct. 23 8 8 Bombay, cae. 5—54 si 
100,000 to = Aug. 84 8¢ | Bournemouth 5 p.c. t2t—13} ee ° 
425,050 10 ” 7 7 Do. B 7 p.c. 124—13 . | a 
150,000 10 ” 6 6 Do. Pref. 6 p.c to}—11} Mra ¢5 
50,000 | Stk. | Jan. 8 3 3 Do. 3 p.c. Deb. 59—59 . os 
162,025 ” ” 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Deb. 76—79 : | + 
992,045 ” July 10 Oy 6/5 | Brentford ACon. . . Ltlo—I1T5 —2 10 
990,500 ” ” 64 64 Do. BNew . 1I0—115 —2 | Tit—<s2 
76,000 ” ” 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Pref. 89—94 ee | .- 
306,690 ” Dec. 18 4 4 Do. 4p.c. Deb. 76—81 +1 “* 
181,337 ” ” 3 6 Do. 6 p.c.Rich.Red. Deb. 100— 105 oe 103—104 
214,740 |» Aug. 28 | 11% 114 | Brighton & Hove Orig. 170—175 # | 172—174 
244,200 ” ” & 84 Do. A Ord. 125—128 oe 126 
1,287,500 |» July 24 5 5 Bristol 5 p.c. max.. . 95—96a ia Ke 
855,000 |» Sept. 25 4 8 British Ord... . . . 115—120 oa 119 
100,000 ” Dec. 18 7 7 Do. 7p.c. Pref.. . | 123—128 se oe 
120,000 ” ” 4 4 4 p.c. Red. orn 72—77 ee 75 
100,000 Io — 2 8 ° = Town, Ltd. x 7—8 ee *. 
100,000 | 10 Ov. 4 44h p.c. ef. o—7 “* ee 
150,000 | Stk Dec. 18 4 4¢ | _ Do. .c. Deb.. 71—76 eo . 
626,860 |  » juy 24 6 6 | Cardiff Con. at Be . | 97—r00 os | ‘ 
237,860 | »» an. 8 7% 7% Do. 7} p.c. Red. Deb. . 105—108 os . 
157,150 ” Aug. 14 64 5 Chester 5 p.c. Ord. . | 9t—96b x : 
1,513,280 | »» July 24 6 6 Commercial 4 p.c. Cap. 94—97 ° 
560,000 |» 6 6 at P. c. Cap. 91—97 94 
475,000 ” Dee. 18 3 3 Do. . Deb. | §7—60 8 
4000 » | 14 Jan.15 - — | Continental bien, Ltd. 40—45 40 
200,000 ” Dec, 18 7 7 Do. 7 p.c. Pret. ; | 88—92 ee 
to,000 ”» Aug. 28 63 6 | Croydon sliding scale . | nee—a08 | . 
284,975 ” ” 5 5 max. div. . | 84—87 e | +. 
492,270 ” Aug. 28 9 6 | Derby Cm, . | 107—rroc es 
55,000 *» Jan. 8 4 4 | Do. Deb. 74--76c i e 
1,002,180 Ik Jan. 22 6 4 European, Ltd. 8—9 : | 8—84 
16,460,070 | Stk. | Aug. r 53 54 | Gas Light & Coke 4 p.c.Ord.| 96—98 : | 96—o7§ 
2,600,000 |» ” 34 34 | + 3% p.c. max. | 63—66 . 64—66 
4,062,235 » »» 4 4 + 4 p.c.Con, Pref | 80—82 ° &1t—82 
4,761,930 ” Dec, 18 3 3 Do. 3p.c.Con. Deb. | 60—63 ~~ | 61—62 
130,000 ” _ 10 10 Do. To p.c. Bonds oo oe | ee 
42,000 | 55 = 7% 7% Do. —_7$p.c. Ilford Deb. - ee oe 
82,500 » Sept. tr 63 Sf Hastings & St. L. 5 Pac. ——g 95—100 rae én 
258,740 ” ” 5st 5 Do. 3¢ Pp 75—80 ° es 
70,000 I Sept. 25 10 10 Hongkong & China, ‘Ltd. 16—17 ° . 
86,600 | Stk Aug. "4 10 10 Hornsey 7 p.c. . 138—143 . ot 
1,976,000 os Nov. 20 | 30 10 Imperial Continental Cap.. t78—183 -2 :80—184 
263,050 | 5 Feb. 5 FH 34 Do. 3% p.c. Red. Deb. | 69—72* * 0 
235,242 ” Aug. 14 6% | Lea Bridge 5 p.c. Ord.. . | 98—r10 +1 98-—r102 
2,127,340 | 9 Aug. 14 5h 5% | Liverpoo! 3B. Ord. | 938—o4t0 va 94 
000 | » | Sept.2as | 7 7 p.c. Red. Pref. | to6—109 i rie 
m95i736 ” Aue. . 8 9 Maidstone ’s'p.c- Cap... . | 125—135 ‘i 127}—128 
3,480 ” I 3 3 Deb.. .. 54—59 oe | ee 
75,000 Dec. 4 7 5 Malta & sulonensen . | 4—44 +4 . 
541,920 | Stk Nov. 20 4 4 Montevideo, Ltd. . | 62—67 : oe 
1,875,892 ” July 24 5t 5 Newcastle & Gateshead ( Con. | 874—88$d a | S2t 
250,166 ” ” 4 4 Do. 4p.c. Pref.. | 74—75d <p | ee 
529,705 ” Dec, 18 3h 3 Do. 3% p.c. Deb. | 68—69d i 
— 1o | Aug. 28 | Ir is 11 North Middlesex Io r? Oo - aA oe .e 
51940 10 ” 710 716 7 p-c. 113—11} | ee | oe 
300,000 | Stk. Dec. 4 7 9 Oriental, Ltd. . “ | I00—105 ** | 10.$—103 
138,120 55 Jan. 8 4 7 Plym’th & Ston’house 5 Pe. 109—I14 a“ oh 
000 50 Aug. 28 13 13 Portsea Island B 99—I02 oe ee 
100,000 50 ” 12 2 | c 95—100 oe aa 
2,289,909 I — — — | Primitiva Ord. . | 9/6—10/€ be 9/44—10/- 
311,100 | 100 | Dec, 1 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Red. Deb.. | |  78—80 7m 
yo00 | Stk. | Jan. 22 4 4 Do. 4 p.c. Red. Deb. 1911 | 63—65 634—64 
220,335 ” Dec. 18 4 4 Do. B. Aires 4 p.c. Rd. Db.| 55—67 ‘ i 
321,670 » 4 4 Do. R’r P’te 4 p.c. Rd. = 65—67 . *° 
£50,000 10 | Sept.25 6 6 San Panto 6p.c. Pref. . 74—8 . *e 
325,000 | $0) Jan. 2 | 5 5 5 p.c. Red. Deb. | 4346 +2$ 
270,000 Stk. | Aug. 28 |5/8/4 53 | Sheftcid A ‘ | 104—106¢ - | 
ee ” ” 5/8/4| 54 | Do B.. . . . | 104206 bs 
ty sro ” 9 5/8/4 st Do. ©... « « | 204—2066! ae ae 
S.6o0'so, a Oct. . 8 6 South African 7-9 .* 
Boose) ~ | Aug. 64 5 | South Met. —. 10I—103 4 09}—102$ 
ss 445 » Jan. 3 3 s. | Do. 3. Cc. Deb. . 59—62 *° | a ea 
a Sept. 11 a spek Red.Deb.| 104—106 Re A 
‘ B 1500 | 4 Aug. 28 | 8 8% | South ‘Shields 137—139d + 
’ 6g: » Aug. 14 | 64 6¢ | South Suburban Ord. 5p.c. | 107—112 ee 109 — - 110} 
’ ” Dec. 18 | 5 4 Do. 5p.c.Deb. | 97—100 +2 99-994 
—\| * mong Lae. 5 Scath'mpt'n Ora? SP. max, 83—86 ae i 
“79 ” . 4 4 p.c. 72—77 ob os 
230,000 ” ae . 4 z. —— 7 p.c. Rede Pref. . | 102—104 ei a 
ane ” 0 | | L02—104 ee oo 
ee ) ” July 24 & 8 | C.| IIg—122 ee oe 
8 x ” ” 6} 6} 102—105 ss pon 
asfraes ” Dec, 18 4 4 | 4 p.c. 75—79 ~ _ 
om | Aug. 28 |7/t4/4) 5 | T -_.." Con. and New | 84—86d a 
187,294 | Uxbridge, Maidenhead, & 
68334; Aug. 28 63 65 Wycombe sp.c.. . . | 102—107 ‘ ” 
91.8% ” Aug. 28 _ 5 - § Pp.c. pref, 95—100 a 95 
=i ” = _ — | Do. 5 p. c Maidenh'd 93—98 ° . 
Wandsworth, Wimbledon, 
30,000 July ro of i and Epeom— 
255,636 : : Ww Spc. . | 140—145 " 
108,07 i ” 7% Do. 2 3¢ p.ct. . | 120—125§ ee ne 
240,865 si ” 69 | 6/a46 Do. : + | 102—r107 | aw | ie 
$52,000 ” 6/7/9 6/9/6 | New Rita. eo ae | ee - 
oa | ” 7% 7 Wimbledon 5 p.ct. 116—121 oe Ke 
Wgr6 |)" De: 7 zs | Epsom s p.ct.. . | 122—127 | ee | Se 
1% | 3 | $p0.Deb, , . - | §7—60 | oe : 
—_ ot rae Bhs. 
athons at ‘—a.—Bristol, b,—Liverpool. ¢.—Nottingham; d.—Newcastle: ¢.—Sheffield. * Bx, div; 


that the markets were lifeless. An excep- 
tion was Bristol, where Tobaccos as usual 
were buoyant. 

There was, oe a little less busines 
recorded in the 28 Market, but this wes duc 
to the proximi ity of dividend payments, there 
veing general! y a slight advantage in selling 


ex div. Am ong the balance aoa ts received 
during the week, the princ ipal were Brentford, 
Bristol, Newcastle, Portsea Island, Sheffield, 
and Swansea. With the exce ption of Portsea 
Island, with an average dividend of 10s. p.ct. 
more, and Sheffield with 8s. 4d. p.ct. more for 
the full year, the dividends for the 
the same as in 1923 The to the 
Brentford ami ilgamation appez ars to be affect- 
ing the price of this C ompany’s stock, which, 


vear are 
opposition 


in spite of the dividends being due, fell 2 
points on the week. It will be seen te Im- 
perial Continental also fell 2 points, and that 
there were a few other insignificant changes. 

The following transactions were recorded 
during the weelr 

On Monday, Alliance and Dublin 674, 68, 
697, 693%, Brentford 6 p.ct. Richmond deben 


ture 103, 104, British 119, European 8, 
Light and Coke 96;%, 963, 963, 97, 974, 97 

3% p.ct. maximum 65, 4 p.ct. preferenc 
$2, 3 p.ct. debenture 62, Imperial Continental 
182, 182}, 182}, 184, 3} p.ct. del 
ex div., Lea Bridge 98, 


Gas 
~1 
97%» 


venture 7o$} 


Primitiva os. od., 


Tuscan 27s. 6d. Supplementary prices, Danish 
55s. 

On Tuesd:z ay, Alde rshot 4 p.ct. preference 734 
ex div., Brentford ‘‘ B”’ 112, E Suropean 8, 84, 


Gas Light and Coke 
33 p.ct. maximum 64, 644, 6543, Imperial Con 
tinental 1824, Lea Bridge 102, Primitiva 
gs. 104d., 10s., South Metropolitan tor}, 102, 
toad, ‘South Suburban 5 p.-ct. debenture go, 
994, U xbridge 5 p.ct. preference 95- Supple- 
mentary prices, Hornsey 4 p.ct. debenture 77. 

On Wedne ssday, Alde rshot 4 p.ct. preference 
74 ex div., Brentford “‘B” 112, Brighton 172, 
Continent al Union 40, Europe: ne 82, Gas L ight 


964, 96}, 963, 961, 97; 


and Coke 96§, 963, 97, 974, 34 p.ct. maximum 
66, 4 p.ct. preference 814, 82, Oriental tor}, 


1024, Primitiva os. 6d., 9s. 104d., South Metro 


politan ror}, 1o1§, 102, 3 p.ct. debe nture 604, 
South Suburban 5 p.ct. “110, 5 p.ct. deben- 
ture 99}. Supplementary prices, Brighton and 
Hove 6 p.ct. ‘“*B’’ preference 108, Leather- 


head new 4 p.ct. debenture 76}. 

On Thursday, Alliance and Dublin 69, 69%, 
Bombay 53, Brentford a” Sano (eee, 
Brighton and Hove 174, Gas Light and Coke 


964, 968 97 Imperi al Continental 180, 181, 
1823, Maidstone 5 p.ct. 1274, 128, Oriental 
103, Primitiva os. 44d., 4 p.ct. debenture 1o1t 
634, 64, South Metropolitan 994, 101, 1014, 
101}, 1013, South Suburban 109, 110. Supple 
mentary prices, Ascot new 6 p.ct. preference 
10}§, 103, Brentford 6 p.ct. mortgages 98} 
99. 

On Friday, Bournemouth 6 p.ct. preference 
lige, 114%, Brentford “A” 110, Bri ghton and 
Hove “A”? 126, British 4 p.ct. debenture 75, 
Commercial 3} p.ct. 94, 3 p-ct. debenture 58, 
European 8,3, Gas Light and Coke 96, 96}, 
964, 962, 964, 963, 062, 97, 973. 974, 34 p.ct. 


maximum 64}, 66, 4 p.ct. preference 814, 3 
p.ct. debenture 61. Imperial Continental 180, 
181, Newcastle 3} p.ct. 824, Primitiva os. 6d., 
South Metropolita im 100, 1014, 3 p.ct. de 
benture 61, 


102, 


South Suburban 5 p.ct. 1009. 
In the Money Market, loanable credit Ss were 
in abundant supply. On Friday, 3 p.ct. was 


paid at the start for new money for the night 
and over the week-end, but the finally 
dropped to 24 p.ct. Treasury Bills were allotted 
at an ave rage rate of £3 13s. 9°45d. p.ct.—a 
drop of about 1s. 6d. compared with the 
previous week, lowest rate 
cember 5. 

The feature of the 


ket was the 


rate 


p.ct 
and the since De- 
Foreign Exchange mar 
weakness of the franc. F 
francs were persistently offered, 
closed on Friday at 90.674, 
value on the week of 
were in consequence 

dollar-ster'ing 


rench 
and the rate 
a depreciation in 
frances 

The 


compare d 


1.60. Belgian 
weaker at 94.95. 
Closed at 4.77,3; as 


with 4.773 a week ago. Italian lire closed 
at 1106. 
The Silver Market was quiet, there being 


very little change on the week, and the final 


price was 32%:d. per oz. Gold was slightly 
better at 81s. 8d. per oz. 

The Bank rate is 4 p.ct., to which it was 
raised from 3 p.ct. on July 5, 1923. Bankers’ 
deposit rates are 2 p.ct. The deposit rates of 
the discount houses are 2 p.ct. at call and 
p.ct. at notice. 
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Belfast Gas Charges.—In the Belfast Corporation, Mr. Frilan 
drew attention to anomalies in the methods of the Gas Committee’s 
charges for gas. The poorer consumer, he held, was placed at a dis- 
advantage. He paid cash through the slot meter, but got no allow- | at the end of the preceding year—an increase of £9676. Th 
ance in the shape of discount, as was given to those who paid a quar- | for the increase is given as mains, cookers, &c. Due provi 
terly account. The payment of over £11,000 to the cost of the City been made for the payment of gas-works loans of 414,72: 
Hall out of gas profits he considered unfair to the poorer con- | income of the undertaking for the year amounted to £129,639, a 
sumers, Mr, Clarke agreed with the views thus expressed. Sir decrease of £14,120; and the expenditure on revenue account was 
W. F. Coates said they could not. give gas at cost price; and he | £92,118, or 42989 less than the previous year. The gross profit 
justified the contribution to the rates, pointing out that they had had | was £37,520—a decrease of £11,131. The gross profit is equivalent 
many privileges, among them an unpaid directorate drawn from the | to 6°16 p.ct. on the capital cost, and 16°28 p.ct. on the outstanding 
members of the Council. | loan debt, as against 8°12 p.ct. and 20°78 p.ct. respectively in the 

A Deficiency at Ashbourne.—The Gas Committee of the Ash- | previous twelve months. The sale of gas yielded £14,459 less than 
bourne Urban District Council report an estimated deficiency on the | 1 the preceding year. The total quantity of gas sold was 850,875,451 
gas undertaking at March 31 of 4518, and an advance of £500 was | c.ft., an increase of 7°98 p.ct. The whole of the quantity sold was 
asked for from the general account. Failing that, it was proposed obtained in bulk from the coke ovens of the Newport Ironworks, 
to apply to the Ministry of Health for permission to overdraw on the The loan debt amounts to £230,400, and there is a small balance 
Treasurer to the extent of £600. Mr. L. Rose (the Chairman of the | of £261 standing to the credit of the reserve account. 

Committee) said they regretted to come to the Council with such an ‘3 

application. The undertaking was heavily capitalized, and great The Blackpool Town Council recently referred to the General 
difficulty was experienced in meeting the expenses and the payment Purposes Committee the question of organizing a special Corporation 
of principal and interest. The Committee recommended that, in | exhibition. The statutory meeting which considered Blackpool's Par- 
order to provide better carbonizing plant at the works, the Manager’s liamentary Bill deleted the clause providing for gas and eicctricity 
scheme, at an estimated cost of 4:2220, be provisionally approved. showrooms; and efforts are now to be made to overcome the diificulty, 


Middlesbrough Gas Accounts.—The Middlesbrough Corporation’, 
abstract of accounts for the year ended March 31, 1924, records g 
gas-works capital cost of £608,789, as against £599,113, the total 

e€ason 
on has 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, ADVERTISERS, AND SUBSCRIBERS. 


No notice can be taken of anonymous communications. Whatever is intended for insertion in the “‘ JOURNAL” must be authenticated 
by the name and address of the writer—not necessarily for publication, but as a proof of good faith. 
COPY FOR ADVERTISEMENTS for the “‘ JOURNAL ” should TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION to the ‘‘ JOURNAL.” 
be received at the Office NOT LATER than TWELVE O’CLOCK ONE YEAR. HALF-YEAR, QUARTER, 
NOON ON TUESDAY, to ensure insertion in the following day’s | ,U@ited Advance Rate: —35)- 18/- 10)- 


issue. esom | Credit Rate : 40/- 21/- 11/6 


Dominions & Colonies & ee | 85]- 
Orders to Alter or Stop PERMANENT ADVERTISEMENTS Payable in Advance 


should be received by the FIRST POST on Monday. Other Countries in the Postal Union. : 
m - ‘ aie Payable in Advance } 40/ 22/6 2 12/6 


gk . ac payment of subscriptions for ‘‘ JourRNALS ”’ sent abroad, Post 
recrapat ea g id. —yagtg Sttuations Wanted, Six Office Orders or Bankers’ Drafts on London only are accepted. 
ines and under (abou words), 3s.; each additional Line, 64. All Communications, Remittances, &c., to be addressed to 
Situations Vacant, Apparatus Wanted and for Sale, Contracts, Public 





” 


WALTER KING, LIMITED, 11, Bott Court, FLeet Street, 


Notices, &c., 9d. per Line—minimum, 4s. 6d. Lonpon, E.C. 4. 


Telegrams: ‘“*GASKING, FLEET LONDON.” Telephone: Central 6055. 





OXIDE OF IRON. J & J. BRADDOCK (Branch of Meters OXIDE OF IRON. 


FOR SALE OUTRIGHT, OR ON LOAN. Limited), Globe Meter Works, OLpmam, and SPENT OXIDE BOUGHT. 
45 & 47, Westminster Bridge Road, Lonpon, S.E. 1. 


a er ALE & CHURCH, LTD., 
WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, PREPAYMENT $ Ge. Wine sedis Connon, Be 
SPENT -OXIDE METERS, STATION METERS AND GOVERNORS. » St. Many ar Hirt, Lowpon, 5.0.8 


Phone: Royal 1484. 
PURCHASED IN ANY DISTRICT. REPAIRS RECEIVE PROMPT ATTENTION. “TORTO” FIRE CEMENT. 
Telephones: 815, Oldham, and 2412 Hop, London. 


— ALE & CHURCH, LTD., 


Telegrams— r <, ee spon, E.C.$ 
GAS PURIFICATION & CHEMICAL CO., LTD., | ‘““Bravpocx, OLpuam,” and“Merriqve, Lams, Lonpon.” 33, Sr. Mary ar Hitt, Lonpon, E.C.3. 


Phone: Royal 1484. 





PALMERSTON Howse, 


“ SER. 
Otp Broap Street, Lonpon, E.C.2. HE BRITISH GAS PURIFYING ELEENOF?,” ees COOKER CLEAN 
MATERIALS CO., LTD., pa ye neo ag 

2 OLCANIC”’”’ FIRE CEMENT. 99, Lonpon Roap, LEICESTER. : 


(See “ The Gas Salesman,” p. 24) 
Resists 4500° Fahr. Best for Gas-Works. 


ANDREW STEPHENSON, Gresham House, Old Broad Solicit enquiries for:— ALE & CHURCH, LTD., 
Street, Lonpon, E.C. ‘‘ Volcanism, London.”’ NATURAL BRITISH PURIFYING MATERIAL, 83, St. Mary at Hint, Lonpos, £.0.3 
a —— NATURAL HYDRATED OXIDE OF IRON, Phone: Royal 1484. 
ULPHATE OF AMMONIA BEST QUALITY DUTCH BOG ORE, 
SATURATORS and all LEAD and TIMBER BEST QUALITY BELGIAN BOG ORE, 
WORK in connection with Sulphate Plants. ‘**PREPARED” AND “*UNPREPARED” WEIGHBRIDGES 
We Guarantee promptness with efficiency for Re- ARTIFICIAL OXIDES. OR Motor Lorries and Railway 
oe . . ‘ sii en Traffic can be seen erected at our weeks READ 
JosepH TayLor (Saturators), Lrp., Chemica an DENT OF > prt 215 FOR DELIVERY. Inspection by your Engineer It 
Engineers, Blackhorse Street Mills, Bonron. SPENT OXIDE PURCHASED. vited and a test by your ee Inspector of Weights and 
i Teleph : Measures before delivery. Every machine 4 High 
Telegrams epee Class Engineering Product and fully guaranteed. 


J E. C. LORD (Manchester), Ltd., * BripurMAT, LEICESTER.” LEICESTER 5096. CHARLES ROSS, LIMITED, 
7 





Tel: grams—‘‘ Sarurators, Boutron.”” Telephone 848. 


Ship Canal Tar Works, Weaste, Manchester.| 22 intitcede wl : SHEFFIELD. 
Pitch, Creosote, Benzols, Toluol, Naphtha, Pyridine,} ‘“‘ TUX’ PURIFYING MATERIAL. ; : 


all kinds of Cresylic Acid, Carbolic Acid, &c. SULPHURIC ACID 
por ety 2 ncn glee THE PREMIER MATERIAL FOR GAS 
HARTERED PATENT AGENTS AND ‘PURIFICATION. PECIALLY prepared for the manu 
TRADE MARK AGENTS, facture of SULPHATE OF AMMONIA. 
70 & 72, Chancery Lane, London, W.C. 2. SPENCER CHAPMAN & MESSEL, LTD., 
Telegrams: ‘ Patent, London.’’ Phone 243 Holborn. . anes ‘ Seance & SONS, LTD 
with which is amalgamated Wm. PEARCE & 
And 3, St. Nicholas Buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyne. HOS. DUXBURY AND Co. 36, Mark Lane, Loxpon, E.C. Works—SitvERTOW™ 
pas ieee deel ae EE SoLE AGENTS FOR P “Tele a ES EC FEN, Lonpon.” 
EORGE WILSON GAS METERS, Ltd. | enauanp, scorLaAND, IRELAND, WALES anp . ae ay 


Telephone—Royat 1166. 
for THE COLONIES (except CANADA). 
GAS-METERS, ORDINARIES, SLOTS, AND ~ . . e —————————— ~ 

REPAIRS. ‘ EANSGATE, ALACE CHAMBERS, 5 
Foleshill Road, Coventry. MANCHESTER. WESTMINSTER, 8.W.1. WET & DRY GAS METERS. 

Telephone : 596. Telegrams: ‘‘ GAsMETER,”’ Telegrams Telegrams: ORDINARY & PREPAYMEN?. 
and at 268, Stockport Road, MANCHESTER. Darwinian, Manchester. * Darwinian, Parl, London.’ IN TINPLATE OR CAST-IRON C \SES. 

Telephone: RusHotme 976. Telegrams: ‘‘ GASMETER,”’ Tel. Nos. : 3268-9 City. Tel. No. : 6278 Victoria. pie es 
and 46 & 47, Auckland Street, Lonpon, S.E. 11. TRY OUR CAST-IRON D RY. 


Telephone: Hor 647. Telegrams: ‘‘ Gaszous Lams.” SPENCER’S Patent Inclined HURDLE GRIDS. 


Alder & Mackay, [td., 
ATENTS and Trademarks. Inven- . . acd 
tors’ Advice, Handbook and Cons. free. B. T. IP HE very best Patent Grids for Holding NEw GRANGE WORKS, 
Kine (Regd. Patent Agent, G.B., Canada and U.S.A.), Oxide Lightly. EDINBURGH. 
1464, QUEEN VictroriA STREET, LONDON. 38 years’ refs. ny WAST. 
’Phone 682 Cent. See Illustrated Advertisement, Jan. 14, p. 100. LONDON, BRADFORD, anp BEL=*» 

















